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The first settlers to appear in what 
would become the Parish of Mount St. 
Patrick probably arrived in the 1830s. 
No one knows for certain because these 
settlers could be considered squat-
ters since there was no land registry 
until the 1850s. Some were certainly 
shanty men who lumbered the pines 
of what would become Brougham 
Township. Some of these men took 
land and brought their families to the 
area. Others were genuine immigrants 
who in this case arrived from Ireland.

One account left in a history by Father 
Tom Hunt, who was a third generation 
resident of Mount St. Patrick born 
1895, says that his own family ar-
rived with sixteen other Irish families 
in the early 1800s. They arrived at 
the Mountain “coming in the back 
door by way of Perth.” It wasn’t long 
before Mount St. Patrick was almost 
entirely undiluted Irish Catholic.

The Catholic Church played a central 
role in the history of this commu-
nity. In the first years there was no 
church but the people were served 
by visiting missionary priests. These 
men would move between many 
far-flung communities of Catholics 
in the days when there were no real 
roads and often only the rivers and 
creeks provided a means of travel. 

Among the first of these pioneer priests 
was Father John McNulty. He arrived 
from Ireland in 1842 and was supposed 
to be headquartered in Renfrew and visit 
Springtown, Eganville,  Douglas and 
Osceola from there, but instead chose 
to centre his activities around what is 
now Mount St. Patrick because he had 
family living there who had arrived 
during the 1830s. His family originated 
from the Dioceses of Tuam in County 
Mayo (Ireland), which is the location 
of the original Mount St. Patrick.

By the 1850s the building of settlement 
roads was a priority of the government 
of Upper Canada. One of these roads 
was the Ottawa-Opeongo Road, which 
began at Farrell’s Landing on the Ottawa 

River near Renfrew and passed within 
a few kilometres of the present site of 
Mount St. Patrick. It was in the village 
that Crown Land Agent T.P. French 
decided to set up his headquarters. 

In September 1855, T.P. French took 
up residence at the John Brady Hotel 
in Mount St. Patrick, which placed him 
16 miles from Renfrew and 2 miles 
from the Opeongo Road. His duties as 
Crown Land Agent included promot-
ing settlement through advertising, 
giving the settlers aid and advice and 
ensuring that their obligations were 
fulfilled, supervising road improve-
ments, selling Crown lands and report-
ing on progress. Today T.P. French 
is especially noted for his marketing 
abilities and his creative writing. His 
prospectus, which described the terms 
for gaining “indisputable title” to 100 
acres of land for free, were circulated 
throughout Europe. He was eloquent, 
believable and engaging, but often the 
reality did not measure up to his prose.

Regardless, many came to settle and 
whether disappointed or not French 
contributed to the growing impor-
tance of Mount St. Patrick during 
this period. Another important factor 
was the building of a stone church in 
the village in 1869. This is the church 
that exists to this day. Before this date 
there was a chapel of log construc-
tion located near the McNulty farm 
high up on the mountain. For reasons 
of accessibility the local place of 
worship was moved to the village.

Over the generations parish priests 
strongly influenced the life of the 
community. After Father McNulty left 
the parish in 1852 a number of priests 
served the community and outlying 
areas until the arrival of the next influ-
ential priest-leader of the community 
in the form of Father John McCormac.

Father McCormac arrived in Canada 
in the same year as his ordination in 
Ireland in 1865 at the age of 24 years. 
He arrived in Mount St. Patrick in 
January 1867 and was parish priest 
until his untimely death in 1874 at 
the age of 33 years. He oversaw the 

Early days in Mount St. Patrick 
and Dacre

continued on page 3

By Bill Graham

Greater Madawaska now has a 
road map to a final ecotourism and 
adventure tourism destination. In 
the summer of 2004 the Township 
Council, Calabogie & Area Business 
Association, Calabogie Peaks Resort 
and the Ottawa Valley Tourist 
Association approached Sir Sandford 
Fleming College, (Ecotourism and 
Adventure Tourism Management 
Program) for an applied field research 
project. The field study was com-
pleted and a full report was presented 
to township representatives recently. 
In January Peter Emon, Don Becket, 
Mike Cameron (OVTA partner) and 
Carolyn Jakes attended a presentation 
in Haliburton to receive a tourism 
“need analysis” of Greater Madawaska.

Normally a township the size of 
Greater Madawaska would not have 
been able to afford such a study. 
When conducted by a consultant they 
can cost up to $40,000. However, the 
happy coincidence of the meeting of 
Don Becket—our local environmental-

ist, with Val Bishop—a professor at Sir 
Sanford Fleming College, resulted in 
Greater Madawaska getting a study of 
our area at almost no cost. The students 
at the college needed a study area and 
Greater Madawaska needed a study. It 
was an arrangement made in heaven.

The following outcomes were promised:

• A review of consumer 
expectations and current 
international developments in 
ecotourism and adventure tourism.

• Identification of how and where 
the township currently meets 
these consumer expectations

• Evaluation of how well the 
township delivers the above.

• Identification of potential areas 
for adventure and ecotourism that 
can be developed for sustainable 
economic development

• Recommendations for action
• Identification of problems and 

challenges facing the township 
in the area of ecotourism 
and adventure tourism

An eco-tourism vision for 
Greater Madawaska

continued on page 2
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Research was conducted by the students 
in two parts. The first research assign-
ment was a review of the tourism con-
sumer market, its service demands and 
expectation as well as its relationship 
to the potential ecotourism and adven-
ture tourism market for the Township 
of Greater Madawaska (TGM).

The second research assignment was 
an inventory and assessment of the 
tourism product infrastructure for the 
TGM. In particular, four major areas 
were looked at current attraction 
resources – natural, cultural, adven-
ture, themed & historical attractions; 
current food, accommodation and 
shopping resources; current transpor-
tation, information services, access 
points and public service resources 
and current local skill base, financial 
and tourism organizational resources.

The report, which runs an impressive 
69 pages, is full of recommenda-
tions. Some of the most important 
recommendations deal with focus. 
For example, an environmental con-
servation philosophy in the form of 
guiding principles for overall tourism 
development is recommended. The 
report suggests that the community 
will need to choose whether it wants 
tourism development projects to be 

governed by an ecology-based phi-
losophy or an activity-based philoso-
phy. These are very different markets.

Also recommended is more cohe-
sion within the business community. 
To quote the report: “the largest gap 
in the eco and nature-based market 
segment in the Township of Greater 
Madawaska is the lack of congruency 
within the town’s business owner’s 
goals and commitment to promoting 
the Township of Greater Madawaska 
as an eco and nature-based destina-
tion. There seems to be an overall 
lack of a “meeting of minds” in terms 
of what people are willing to give in 
order to achieve community goals.”

While the report outlined the many op-
portunities for ecotourism and adven-
ture tourism in Greater Madawaska, 
it also enumerated gaps or problem 
areas that made these opportunities 
less effective than they might be. For 
example, Calabogie Peaks has excel-
lent possibilities as an adventure tour-
ism destination but information about 
the Peaks and its activities is lacking. 
Another example is the fact that the 
Calabogie area has tremendous poten-
tial for attracting visitors to its multi-
use trails, but the trails are not mapped 
and there is no existing organization 

to oversee the development of trails. 
In general, the marketing of Greater 
Madawaska as a tourist destination 
needs to be improved. The report sees 
the need for more collaboration with 
local tourist authorities and the need 
for a greater web presence to spread 
the word about Greater Madawaska 
(Calabogie) as a tourist destination.

There are some recommendations 
in the report that may evolve in the 
long-term but certainly can’t be imple-
mented now. For example, the report 
suggests that having a more defined 

 

Once there was a country with a goose 
that laid golden eggs. This was fortu-
nate because the country needed a sup-
ply of golden eggs and if the goose was 
well cared for, it would lay one golden 
egg a day. So it was decided that some-
one would take responsibility for the 
goose and in return could keep the eggs 
and sell them. As it turned out, one 
golden egg a day brought just enough 
to provide a comfortable living for the 
goose-keeper and so everyone was con-
tent and this continued for many years.

After some time had passed the 
goose-keeper retired and responsibil-
ity for the goose passed on to his son. 
Unfortunately, people living in the 
country had gotten used to golden eggs 
and no longer thought they were very 
special. In fact, they were still paying 
about the same price for the eggs they 
had paid to the father; and of course, 
as everything else had gone up in price 
over the years, the son could not sup-
port his family on one egg a day. But he 
did know a little bit about getting eggs 
out of geese. He knew that if he fed the 
goose only the most expensive, high-
quality food, the goose would lay two 
eggs a day and with two eggs a day, the 
son could live almost as comfortably as 
his father. And so the people were con-
tent and this continued for many years.

After some more time had passed the 
son retired and the responsibility for 
the goose passed on to his son. By 
now, people had gotten so used to an 
abundance of golden eggs that they 

paid very little money for them and 
in fact were paying only a little more 
than they had paid to the grandfather 
for his eggs. And, of course, everything 
else was now so much more expensive 
that the grandson could not possibly 
support himself on two eggs a day; 
however, he did know a little bit about 
getting eggs out of geese. So he began 
feeding the goose antibiotic feeds, in-
jecting it with growth hormones and 
confining it in a tight cage. Under these 
conditions, the goose would lay three 
eggs a day and with three eggs a day, 
plus a little work on the side, the son 
could live almost as well as his father.
But the people were not content. They 
said the goose smelled really bad and 
they didn’t like all the extra things 
added to the goose’s food. Some people 
even said that keeping the goose under 
these conditions was animal cruelty. 

The goose-keeper replied that he didn’t 
know what else to do and asked the 
people for their ideas and suggestions.
One group said “Why can’t you just 
go back to the good old days of your 
grandfather and raise the goose the 
way he did.” The goose-keeper replied 
“I’d love to do that, but if I’m only to 
get one egg a day, will you now pay me 
three times as much for them?” “No, 
no”, said the people, ‘of course not, 
but surely the pleasure of looking after 
the goose more than compensates you 
for your poverty.” Another group said 
“Just sell the goose. We can always 
buy our golden eggs from countries 
where people don’t mind being poor.” 

A third group said, “You know, if 
we genetically modify the goose, 
it would probably lay four eggs!”

Uncertain what to do, the goose-keeper 
turned to the government of the people 
for help. The government replied “Of 
course we will help you. Golden eggs 
are the very cornerstone of our society 
and the fabric of our nation. We must 
do everything we can to secure a stable 
supply of golden eggs. But first, we 
have a few things we need you to do. 
We’d like you to prepare a goose man-
agement plan. This is a plan that details 
all the different ways you care for the 
goose and their possible environmental 
impacts. At the same time, we’re very 
concerned about the possibility of gold 
poisoning. We’d like you to build three 
new buildings: one to house the goose, 
a separate one to clean the eggs, and a 
third one to store the eggs. This would 
prevent any possible cross-contamina-
tion of the gold. And one final thing, 
we’ve noticed the goose sometimes has 
access to nearby rivers and water ways. 
We’re very concerned this might dam-
age fish habitat. Could you install an 
elaborate fencing system all around the 
goose pen, just to be safe? Now, when 
you’re finished all that, we’ll consider 
talking to you about your problems.”
And that’s when the goose-keeper 
replied by getting into his trac-
tor and blocking the highways.

Oliver Loten 

Ecotourism (continued from page 1)

The Goose that laid a golden egg

town centre to attract tourists, but this 
is not something that can happen over 
night. Regardless, it is good that some-
one has stated the obvious because 
the Calabogie downtown is scattered. 
Another recommendation that can’t be 
remedied in the short term is the trans-
portation issue. Calabogie is not on a 
rail or bus route, which restricts tour-
ists to those who have a car. For any 
tourist who does make it to Calabogie 
and doesn’t have a car, there is no taxi 
service in the village to transport them 
to the far-flung parts of Calabogie 
and its immediate surrounding area.

Carolyn Jakes, Don Becket and Peter Emon with Sanford Fleming College 
staff and students.

retold as a modern Canadian agricultural parable

continued on page 23
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building of the present church in 1869 
and was responsible for the Holy Well, 
which remains a notable landmark in 
Renfrew County. Holy wells are  part 
of an ancient tradition in Ireland that 
goes back to the Celts. Certain pools 
and springs were thought to have spiri-
tual power. Father McCormac found 
what he believed was such a spring 
near Constant Creek, which he blessed 
as a holy well, in the Irish tradition. 
Ironically, it was in this same Constant 
Creek that Father McCormac died 
by drowning in 1874 while fishing.

In its heyday at the end of the 19th 
Century, Mount St. Patrick boasted a 
number of hotels, stores, blacksmiths 
and at least one harness shop. It was 
also an important spiritual draw for 
local Catholics. Today, not a single 
commercial enterprise exists within 
the village. It was probably the auto-
mobile that sealed its fate as a viable 
commercial centre. Between 1956 and 
1962 Highway 132 was paved and the 
residents of Mount St. Patrick now had 
easy access to Renfrew and beyond.

Constant Creek

Lying between Mount St. Patrick 
and Dacre is Constant Creek. This 
waterway is important to the his-
tory of both villages. It was the first 
highway in the area, which allowed 
people and goods to be easily trans-
ported from place to place along its 
shore. Mount St. Patrick’s famous 
Holy Well is located near its shore 
and the village of what was Balaclava 

owed its existence to the Creek.

Like many place names in the region, 
there are two possible derivations to 
the name. One version says Constant 
Creek and Constant Lake were named 
for Simon Constant, an Indian who 
lived in the area until his death in 1899. 
The other version says Constant refers 
to Constant Penency (Pennaissez) an 
Algonquin who was born around 1786 
near the Ottawa River. His hunting ter-
ritory was said to be 10 square miles 
in what is now the City of Ottawa. 
After his land was expropriated by 
the British, he remained in the his-
torical record by advising Alexander 
Shirreff during his 1829 explorations. 
It is said that he spent his final years 
with his sister in the Springtown area.

Balaclava, which shared Constant 
Creek with Mount St. Patrick and Dacre, 
began as a mill town built on Constant 
Creek in 1855. By 1860 a blacksmith 
shop, hotel and homes were added. 
The mill was acquired by the Richards 
family in 1868 who operated the mill 
for the next 91 years. The mill was 
rebuilt in 1936 after a good deal of the 
original edifice was destroyed by fire.

 In 1957, Donald Dick took over the 
mill, however the supply of timber 
was very much depleted and the mill 
was only producing a few thousand 
board feet a year (compare this with 
one million board feet a week at the 
mill’s peak). In 1959, the mill was 
shut down, the store was closed and 
all that exists today is a ghost town.

 .

Early days (continued from page 1)

Editor’s note: Wes Bomhower 
is responsible for gathering these 
personal recollections about Mount St. 
Patrick from a few residents who have 
memories that go back to an earlier 
time.

Mount St. Patrick and the surrounding 
area, probably more than any place in 
Ontario, is like a little piece of Ireland 
itself, with what is left of the village, 
the beautiful old church and ancient 
burial grounds, the Holy Well, and 
most of all the big mountain in the 
background. The view from up there is 
spectacular any time of year and in au-
tumn when the leaves are in full colour, 
it would bring a lump to any man’s (or 
woman’s) throat, be they Irish or not.
Mount St. Patrick was a settlement, 
complete with church and school, 
long before many other villages in 
Renfrew County, but for unknown 
reasons there is little remaining ex-
cept the church and a few houses. It 
is off the beaten path, so to speak, but 
probably the automobile had more 
influence on the decline of the vil-
lage and the business establishments 
that may have flourished at that time.
It is a wonderful place to remember 
and come back to, nevertheless. Just at-
tend the autumn dinner held usually in 
late September and it is like Old Home 
Week. People are coming from all cor-
ners of the Earth to be with kith and 
kin once more, and to relive their child-
hood memories of “The Mountain”.

MOUNT ST. PATRICK—
Bernardine (Sheedy) Murphy’s 
story

“Bernie”, now a retired school teacher 
living in Calabogie, was born in the 
village of Mount St. Patrick right 
across the road from the church in 
1939. Her mother was Katie Hunt 
from the Mountain and her father 
Michael Sheedy, who built a house 
and store in 1934 across from St. 
Patrick’s church and operated the 
store until 1965. Business was good, 

especially on Sunday mornings dur-
ing summer when Mass was held 
twice, and they would sell gallons of 
ice cream. The building still stands 
today though badly in need of repair, 
and it breaks Bernie’s heart to see it so.
Bernie recalls Father John Harrington, 
followed by Father Kennedy and 
Father Jones in her childhood. She 
lived in Mount St. Patrick until her 
marriage to Leo Murphy in 1960. 
The Holy Well, which was near the 
shore of Constant Creek and a little dis-
tance behind the church, was known for 
its healing qualities since long before 
Bernie’s time and is still in operation.
Over the years, several priests and 
nuns originated from Mount St. Patrick 
and surrounding area. There are those 
mentioned in Margaret Hunt’s story, 
which follows, plus Father Bernard 
Hunt from up on the Mountain itself, 
Sister Alberta (Leona Colterman) from 
the flats toward Dacre, Father Lynch 
from the new road built out to Highway 
132 and Father Kylie from the English 
Road, just east of the village, to name 
a few. Incidentally, Father Kylie was 
an uncle to Mickey Bolger whose 
story will be appearing in Out on 
the First Concession at a later date.

MOUNT ST.PATRICK, Margaret 
(Norton) Hunt’s Story

Margaret bas born in 1909 and 
spent most of her early years with 
her grandfather, Dan Kennelly, just 
west of Calabogie where Jim Mercer 
now lives. With the aid of an old 
chair, she could harness a horse at 
the age of five years and drive the 
horse too. Margaret still loves horses.
Her first memories of Mount St. Patrick 
were in 1925, and were connected 
with the wedding of Beazie Hunt of 
Ferguson Lake to John Pat Maloney 
who lived on the Mountain. They 
were real celebrities because after 
the wedding at St. Patrick’s Church, 
the couple went to live in Detroit, 
Michigan, practically on the other 
side of the planet everyone thought.
There were two stores operating then, 
Mary Hunt’s variety store and John 
Carter’s general store. Jack Hunt did 
a thriving business with a blacksmith 
shop in the village, and this same man 
fathered four important clerics in later 
years, namely: Father Tom Hunt, Sister 
Hilda, Sister Gerard and Sister Bertille.
Margaret married Dennis Hunt in 1930 
and took up residence at Ferguson 
Lake, just a bit east of the village 
where Margaret lived until going 
into Quail Creek Retirement Centre 
in Renfrew a few years ago. She 
now resides in Bonnechere Manor.
She well remembers Father Harrington, 
the priest who officiated at her wed-
ding. He did the hiring and firing of the 
crews who were building the road from 
the village to what is now Highway 
132. If you were not in church on 
Sunday morning, you had better have 

MOUNT ST. PATRICK
By Wes Bomhower

continued on page  4
Church renovation in 1929 Dacre 1927

continued on page 5

Father John McNulty Father John McCormac

continued on page 23
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a damn good 
reason or you 
would not have 
a job on Monday 
morning. A new 
crew was hired 
every two to 
three weeks, 
enabling every-
one a chance to 
work in those 
hard times. 
Margaret’s hus-
band, Dennis, 
worked on the 
hoists at Black 
Donald Mines 
for many years.

Shortly before 
Margaret’s mar-
riage, a couple by  the name of James 
and Katie Legree sold part of their prop-
erty below the Mountain—1000 acres, 
to purchase a new Star automobile.

She recalls one day at her grandfather 
Dan Kennelly’s home when Jim Kelly 
of Black Donald drove up with his 
mother to visit. Kelly’s mother went 
in the house and Kelly tried to put his 
horse in an outbuilding but the door 
was too small. Grandad Kennelly, 
who could swear like a trooper was 
watching from the house and he called 
out: “You stupid Irish so and so, can’t 

you tell a hen 
house from a 
horse stable?”

Back in those 
years, Margaret 
knew everyone 
on both moun-
tains (St. Patrick 
and Kennelly), 
M a l o n e y s , 
H u n t s , 
K e n n e l l y s , 
S c u l l y s , 
Mulvihills, etc. 
and she knew 
all the families 
for miles around 
below the moun-
tains too. One 
family on the 

flats, the Salmons, held frequent parties 
and dances at their house. This contin-
ued for some time until one night Father 
Quilty and Father Harrington took a 
drive out, and that was the end of that. 
The priests certainly held a lot more au-
thority in those times, and life centred 
on the church much more than today.

Margaret loved the general area and 
the people of Mount St. Patrick, and 
though she remembers a lot of hard 
work and many more hard times, she 
does not regret one minute of her life 
and would not have it any other way.

Mount St. Patrick (continued from page 3)

Local men work on 1929 renovations
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March 27, 2005

The public release of comments from a 
Government Review Team confirms that 
McNab/Braeside residents have reason 
to be concerned about a tire processing 
facility on the edge of the village of 
Burnstown.  The company, Reduxtec, 
plans to start operations on April 1.

The Ministry of Environment 
(MOE) invited several government 
organizations to comment on the need 
for an Environmental Assessment at 
the site.  A representative of Waste 
Not! Burnstown, a community 
group opposed to the tire plant, 
visited the MOE office in Ottawa 
in order to view the Government 
Review Team information.

Perhaps the comment most puzzling to 
the community group is one submitted 
by the McNab/Braeside Council, 
which supports the need for an 
Environmental Assessment “because 
of the company’s close proximity 
to the built-up area of the Hamlet of 
Burnstown.”  Residents wonder, if 
Council has concerns about the location 
of the tire plant, why did they accept 
the original proposal from Reduxtec 
to start operations in the first place.

The Director of Public Works for the 
County of Renfrew questioned the 

impact on County Roads because of 
traffic, and also asked for information 
about how the company would 
prevent contamination of ditches due 
to run-off.  The comment was made 
that the owner should be required 
to pay for any negative impacts.  
The drainage question was also 
raised by an Environmental Officer 
from the MOE, who indicated that 
the company is required to ensure 
appropriate handling of water 
used to clean machinery and tires.

A Senior Engineer from MOE noted 
there were a number of deficiencies 
in Reduxtec’s application, including 
lack of information regarding fire 
code compliance, financial assurance, 
drainage studies and general site 
operation information.  Questions were 
raised about possible environmental 
impacts due to outdoor storage of tires.  

The District Manager from the 
Pembroke Ministry of Natural 
Resources office (MNR) expressed 
concern about the creek running 
through the site because of fishery 
related issues.  He suggested the 
owner should be responsible for 
placing clay berms along the north 
end of the property in order to prevent 
contamination due to leachate from 
outdoor storage of tires, as well as 
any contaminants associated with 
possible fire incidents.  In addition, 

MNR commented that a consultant 
representing Reduxtec was erroneous 
in his contention that MNR staff 
visited the site and noted no concerns.  
In fact, that visit was preliminary in 
nature and served only to acquaint 
staff with the general layout of the site.

An Air Scientist from MOE 
commented that “Crumbled rubber 
would burn vigorously if ignited.”  
He said the Fire Chief must ensure 
that the company has an adequate 
fire prevention plan, and must also 
ensure that specialized firefighting 
equipment and resources are in place.  

No decision has been made with regards 
to an Environmental Assessment, 
because Reduxtec claims it will 
process and store no more than 5,000 
tires per day.  Operating with more 
than that number would require re-
zoning because the site would have to 
be classified as a Waste Disposal Site.

Members of Waste Not! Burnstown 
are disappointed by the apparent lack 
of support from both the provincial 
and municipal governments, with 
regards to the concerns they have 
raised.  No matter how many tires 
the company plans to process, the 
community group believes there is 
a potential for serious problems that 

might affect the environment as well as 
the health and safety of area residents.  

Waste Not! Burnstown is pushing for 
frequent, regular inspections of the site 
by the Fire Chief and MOE, in order 
to ensure that Fire Code regulations 
and tire storage limits are being met.  
Members of the group vow to be vigilant 
about the company’s operations, and 
will continue to lobby Township 
Council and MOE for improved 
regulations and restrictions regarding 
this type of development in residential, 
agricultural, and tourist areas.

For further information, contact: 
 
Michaela Murphy
2328 Burnstown Rd. 
RR #1  Renfrew, Ontario  K7V 3Z4
Phone 432-9383  
Email murfymike@hotmail.com

Government Review Team Supports Concerns 
about Burnstown Tire Plant  

www.ValleyVIP.ca

Did you know.....

The most common causes 
of flooding in Canada are 
water backing up behind 

ice jams and the rapid 
melting of heavy winter snow 

cover, particularly when 
accompanied by rainfall.

Dacre
Dacre was located on the Opeongo 
Road, which is now Highway 132. 
There were two settlements, one 
called Lower Dacre, which located 
on the Creek and other Upper Dacre, 
where the main village is now sited. 
Dacre thrived until the start of the 
Twentieth Century. It was strategi-
cally situated on the Opoengo Road 
and a road joining the Bonnechere 
and Madawaska Rivers. It was a stop-
ping place for settlers, shanty men and 
commercial travellers venturing out 
from Renfrew on their way northwest. 

When the post office opened in Dacre in 
1865, the community had a church, two 
hotels, grist-mill and sawmill. There 
was work for blacksmiths, carpenters, 
masons, dressmakers, shoemakers and 
harness makers. It was a service centre 
for the settlers and on the main route for 
supplies going up the Opeongo Road.

According to the recollections of 
Henry (Hank) Legris, Dacre was al-
ready in decline in the 1920s when 
he was a boy. ìThe big lumber trade 
was all over and one of the reasons it 
changed was that J.R. Booth built the 
railway up into Opeongo Lake and 
Algonquin Parkóeverything went by 
rail then. So the Opeongo Road died. 

Early days 

mailto:murfymike@hotmail.com
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Looking Back......

The arrival of the municipality’s new 
Chief Administrative Officer (CAO) 
John Baird has rapidly resulted in 
changes in the way our local govern-
ment conducts business. In the past 
there has been frustration on the part 
of some citizens who felt that they 
didn’t get a satisfactory hearing from 
Council about some very contentious 
and complex issues. The Track issue 
would be a case in point. What many 
angry residents did not understand was 
that the formal structure of Council 
meetings and the rules governing 
these meetings did not promote the 
opportunity for lengthy discussion 
of issues. The ‘Rules of Order’ and 
the ‘Procedural By-law’ limits del-
egation presentations to 10 minutes.

To promote more open and lengthy 
discussion of issues affecting the 
community, Mr. Baird is suggesting a 
new model for conducting township 
business. It is a committee structure 
that many municipalities use to ensure 
that sufficient debate of issues occurs. 
These committees are made up of elect-
ed Council members, township staff 
and sometimes members of the public.

These ‘standing committees’ would 
meet monthly on a date before the 
formal Council meeting for the dis-
cussion of any issues in their purview.  
These would be public meetings. The 
less formal nature of these meetings 
would allow more extensive public 
input and debate between Council 
members and staff on the Committee 
and the general public or advocacy 
groups. After debate and discussion, 
committee members vote on recom-
mendations to bring before Council. 
These committees can only recom-
mend; they cannot legislate. The Reeve 
and the CAO will often participate in 
the discussion of these committees 
but cannot vote on recommendations. 
Likewise, Council members who are 
not members of any given committee 
can participate in the debate but can-
not vote until recommendations come 
before the formal Council meeting.

Five ‘standing committees’ are 
being recommended to Council for 
the remainder of the current term:

The Finance and Administration 
Standing Committee would deal with 
all aspects of finance, including income 
and expense statements, insurance, ten-
ders, project management by-laws, etc.
The Public Works and Property 
Standing Committee would 
deal with public works and mu-
nicipal property issues, such as 
roads and waste management.
The Public Services and Programs 
Standing Committee would 
be responsible for fire services, 
emergency planning, library ser-

vices, seniors programs, etc.
The Planning and Minor Variances 
Standing Committee would deal with 
minor variance applications, building 
issues, zoning applications and the like.
Strategic Planning and Visioning 
Committee would deal with mis-
sion and vision statements for the 
municipality plus strategic devel-
opment planning and long term 
planning objectives and issues.

It is being suggested that each com-
mittee have two councillors, a staff 
member, plus the Reeve and CAO in a 
non-voting capacity. For some commit-
tees a knowledgeable committed citi-
zen might be added to the committee. 

In addition to these proposed standing 
committees there are already existing 
citizen committees. They are:

• Recreation Committee
• Barnett Park Committee
• Economic Development    
             Committee
• Waste Management Committee
• Trails Committee
• Roads Committee
• Emergency Planning Committee
• Library Board
• Homes for the Aged Committee
• Heritage Committee
• Community Development             
             Committee
• Fire Committee

As a result of this new approach, 
Council meetings will be able to be 
reduced to once monthly from the 
current two meetings per month. This 
will likely mean more time spent in 
meetings for Council members and 
staff but will give the public an op-
portunity to be more selective in the 
meetings that they want to attend. 
Most of the committee meetings will 
be held in Calabogie, unless otherwise 
indicated on the township website. The 
website is also the place where you 
will find the date, time and location 
of each meeting. The Township hopes 
to be able to post an agenda for each 
meeting a few days prior to the event. 
This will give the public flexibility 
in choosing which meeting to attend.

With this new structure there will 
only be one Council meeting each 
month. That meeting will take place 
on the third Thursday of each month 
at 7:00 p.m. During the non-winter 
months the location for the meeting 
will rotate between Calabogie, Griffith 
and Dacre. The municipal address for 
each of these locations will be on the 
website. The first of these monthly 
meetings will be in Griffith at the 
Community Centre. That meeting will 
take place on April 21. The meeting 
following in May will be at the DACA 
Centre in Dacre and then in June at 

Calabogie in the municipal chambers.

There was some concern that residents 
might not show up at the Griffith and 
Dacre meetings, but it was felt that 
an attempt had to be made to also 
include the residents from Wards 
two and three in local government. 
If it doesn’t work and no one attends, 

Mass at Holy Well (Mount St. Patrick) in 1921
at least it was tried. Local govern-
ment works best when local people 
are involved. It is to be hoped that 
these major changes in structure will 
encourage more public participation. 

To keep in touch with your local gov-
ernment consult the website at: http:
//www.townshipofgreatermadawaska.com/

Letters to the Editor
Mar. 9, 2005 

To the Editor

In a recent mail-out to a selected group 
of her constituents, Ms. Cheryl Gallant, 
(Conservative MP Renfrew-Nipissing-
Pembroke) made two disturbing alle-
gations in support of her assertion that 
“Christianophobia” exists in Canada:

1) “The recent persecution of a Christian 
children’s camp by the Ontario Liberal 
party over its flawed and unworkable 
water regulations is but one example 
of anti-Christian actions here at home”

2) “The government has launched a 
campaign of intimidation to silence 
churches by dispatching tax collec-
tors to threaten the charitable tax 
status of denominations who speak 
out against the Liberal government”
 
While I acknowledge that the cur-
rent water regulations in Ontario 
do require a major review, I am 
astounded that Ms. Gallant would 
state that a particular camp has been 
persecuted by our government due to 
its religious affiliation. Furthermore, 
to state that the government of 
Canada has launched a “campaign 
of intimidation to silence churches” 
represents an extreme and serious alle-
gation. This gives rise to the question: 

Does the Federal Conservative party 
endorse these serious accusations, 
recognizing they were sent out by 
one of their members with the official 
parliamentary seal on the letterhead?
 

As one of Ms. Gallant’s concerned 
constituents and as a supporter 
of the Provincial and Federal Liberal 
parties, I call on Ms. Gallant, and on 
her leader, Mr. Harper, to immediately 
act on one of the following two options:
 1) make public the evidence behind 
these remarkable accusations, 
and proceed with  formal legal 
investigations,  or,
2) issue a public retraction and full 
apology to the Ontario and Federal 
Liberal parties, as well as formal letter 
of clarification to her constituents who 
she has seriously mislead.

Dr. C.R.S. Dawes
Box 850 Barry’s Bay, Ont K0J-1B0

Dear Highlander:

 What a delight it is to get your pub-
lication! We read it from cover to 
cover and mutter rude comments to 
each other about the shallow chain 
newspapers you compete with.
 
Your combination of local news, his-
tory, events and gossip is just right. 
Love to see more oral history stories 
as they are often the only way we get 
to hear the more colourful parts of 
Renfrew County’s fabulous history. 
 
Keep up the good work. We are com-
mitted fans. 
 
Robin V. Sears
Barryvale, Ontario” 

http://www.townshipofgreatermadawaska.com/
http://www.townshipofgreatermadawaska.com/
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THE TAFFY PARTY

By Wes Bomhower

As far back as I can remember there 
was maple syrup on the table at every 
meal and in those early years we al-
ways had ‘taffy party’ toward the end 
of the sugar season, usually about 
mid April. Some of the relatives who 
lived nearby were invited and all the 
neighbours who cared to come. I was 
five years old that year, and I will try 
to recall the highlights of the evening.
Mother would spend the whole day 
boiling down some of the lower grade 
syrup into a taffy-like substance, 
which is just before the sugar stage, 
and every pie plate, shallow cake tin or 
whatever was utilized to hold the taffy. 
Actually, the best taffy is produced 
by pouring the hot thick syrup onto 
ice or packed snow, but this was long 
before refrigeration in our part of the 
world and we were not about to hold 
the taffy party outside even if there 
was some dirty old snow still around.
People, mostly farmers and their wives, 
would start arriving about 7:00 p.m., 
after the evening chores were done, 
although there would be a few from 
the village. Not many children came, 
and I can’t remember the reason why 

except for the fact that this party would 
probably not end until midnight, an un-
godly hour for children in those days.
When everyone had found a place to 
sit in the big kitchen, some on planks 
because we had a limited supply of 
chairs, someone would start the sing-
ing, and that was usually Jim Crawford, 
a big rangy man with a lantern jaw and 
no teeth. He was not a handsome man 
and his clothing always seemed in 
need of repair, but oh, how that man 
could sing. His voice would range 
from a high tenor to a melodic bass 
and he never missed a beat. Of course 
there were few instruments to accom-
pany him except perhaps my uncle’s 
harmonica, but that didn’t bother Jim 
Crawford. He used to sing acappella 
in the shanties years before up along 
the Ottawa, Gatineau, Bonnechere 
and Madawaska Rivers. Word was that 
his last few years in the shanty had 
been as  ”bull cook” or clean up man.
Jim would start off with the 
“Shantyman’s Alphabet Song; and ev-
eryone would join in the chorus. (Come 
to think of it, that song helped yours 
truly considerably, because I knew the 
alphabet before starting to school). 
Dad would follow with “The Jam on 
Garry’s Rock”, my uncle would give 
a heart wrenching rendition of “The 
Bonnie, Bonnie Banks of aydry-Oh, 

and someone would always sing “The 
Maid of The Low Come Bough.”
By 8:30, Mom with the other women 
would start putting the taffy out on the 
kitchen table and supplying everyone 
with a fork. She kept a reserve supply 
in the pantry in case anyone wanted 
seconds. I would be fighting to stay 
awake in case there was more sing-
ing ,which of course there was, but 
the sandman would win out, and along 
with my sisters we’d go up to bed. No 
doubt we dreamed of shantymen, log 

jams, river drives and jilted lovers.
Those were the days long before televi-
sion and not many people had radios, 
but everyone socialized a lot more 
and used any excuse for a party, get 
together, sing-song or whatever—the 
taffy party in spring being one of the 
main attractions. And but for those 
old sing-alongs, some of us would 
never know, or learn to love the 
words and music from a bygone era.

How times have changed.

Out on the First Concession
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MEETING NOTICES

Committee of the Whole Council
Council Chambers, Calabogie

Thursday, April 14th, 2005
5:00pm

Regular Meeting of Council
Griffith Community Hall
Thursday, April 21, 2005

7:00pm

John A. Baird, RRFA,CMMIII
Chief Administrative Officer
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Denbigh Checking In ...
By Melody Jones

Our Chipmunks came out of hiding on 
March 13

th
, much to our amazement!  

Last year we didn’t see one until 
all the snow had disappeared.  I 
guess they were fed up with waiting 
for spring just like the rest of us! 

The Students of Denbigh Public 
School have had a very busy March 
and will enjoy an even busier 
month of April.  Along with regular 
class activities, the students will 
be participating in Jump Rope for 
Heart, the ‘TV Turn off Challenge’, 
and a Multi Media Presentation at 
North Addington Education Centre 
presented by MADD Canada.  

The Denbigh-Griffith Lions will be 
providing FREE Vision Screening 
for Senior Kindergarten to Grade 1 
students at Denbigh Public School on 
April 13

th
.  The Ontario Association of 

Optometrists believes it is important 
to detect vision problems before 
they affect a child’s performance in 
school.  It is estimated that one in 
six children has a vision problem.   

Little Ray’s Reptiles will be 
visiting on April 21

st
.  A variety 

of “critters” will be presented for 
the students to see.  A crocodile, 
tarantula, snakes, to name a few!

A Volunteer Appreciation Assembly 
will be held on April 26

th
 at 9:00 a.m. in 

the school gym.  The Students and Staff 
at Denbigh Public School appreciate 
our many volunteers who give so 
generously of their time and energy.  
Volunteers, who organize, prepare and 
complete fund raising activities, Grand 
Parents Tea, provide supervision for ice 
skating, bakers and helpers for Hot Dog 
Sales, Santa Shop, and the list goes on!

Starting April 01
st
 the Denbigh Library 

will be open on Tuesday 9 - 11 a.m., on 
Thursday 6 - 8 p.m., and on Saturday 9 
- noon.  An additional two hours will be 
added to Denbigh soon!  You can reach 
the Denbigh Library at 613 333 1426.

Happy Spring

By Garry Ferguson

Griffith Hall 

At a township council meeting, in 
Calabogie on March 24, 2005, Gary 
Peters made a pitch for council’s help 
in a campaign to upgrade the Griffith 
Hall. Lack of wheelchair access to 
the washrooms, bad acoustics and 
a lack of storage space have been 
problems barring the community from 
utilizing the hall to its full potential.

Wheelchair access must be assured 
without delay, but the other problems 
can be solved only through an extension 
to the building and a lowered, sound-
absorbing ceiling. This will take time, 
sweat and money. Two hundred chairs 
and a room full of tables present a 
hazard to any group wishing to use 
the main hall for games – such as a 
slashing game of full-body-contact 
floor hockey that members of the 
Northern Lights Club might someday 
wish to indulge in. The acoustics 
render a meeting of more than a 
few souls an exercise in frustration.

“The community is losing out,” 
says Peters. Too true! You go Gary.

Station Two

It’s time for winter-softened athletes 
to turn off the TV and start getting in 
shape for a softball tournament in early 
summer – June or July. The ‘Station 
Two’ Women’s Auxiliary is planning 

a fund-raising tournament and needs 
all the participation (read teams) that 
the community can muster. Go ahead 
and call Karen Wagstaff at 333-1768 to 
register. You’ll recover for Christmas. 

Station Chief Gary Peters reports 
that more fire fighters are needed. 
The only qualification is that a 
volunteer be in good physical 
condition. I can’t think of a better 
way to get to ride on a real fire truck.        

The Denbigh Griffith Lions Club

The Club recently made its fourth 
donation of five grand to the Renfrew 
Victoria Hospital. One more and they 
will have fulfilled a $25,000.00 pledge.

On Saturday, March 26, club members 
came out in force to host the free 
annual Kiddies Easter Party at which 
nearly 40 wee ones gathered in the 
Griffith/Lions Hall for an Easter egg 
hunt, hot dogs, games and crafts. In 
spite of the time required and the 
tremendous effort required to stage 
the Christmas and Easter parties, it’s 
still a toss-up as to who has the most 
fun at them – the tads or the tabbies. 
I’ll bet that there were a few five-o-
clock shadows with chocolate smears.

The Fish and Game Club

President Karen Gaulin will bring 
members up to date in a comprehensive 
newsletter to be published later this 
month; however, the following items 

are important enough to be repeated.

The club is looking for help with the 
pickerel count in April, so if you can 
count, (fingers and toes allowed) you 
might want to get in on the outings. 

ATV pilots should note that the date for 
the scavenger hunt has been changed 
from August 13 to August 20.

There will be a buck-clover planting 
again this year. 

Organizers are gathering ideas 
for projects relating to game, 
conservation or other activities 
that fall within the club’s mandate.

Remember! Be safe and pray 
that your catch is bigger than the 
minnow you used for the bait.

The Northern Lights Seniors Club
The Lights have had a busy year under 
the new management consisting of:

Betty Bass President
Carol Ferguson Vice President
Linda Murphy Secretary
Unita Ball  Treasurer

The group meets, alternately in 
Matawatchan and Griffith at 1:30 p.m. 
on the third Tuesday of each month. 
Since most members are ‘good-time 
Charlies’, meetings are short and fun 
takes priority. So far this year the folks 
have staged a bump tournament, (just 
a card game, not physical) an auction 

and a talent show but picnics, BBQ’s, 
bowling trips and Christmas parties 
are annual events and on the schedule.

New members are always welcome. The 
only qualification is that an applicant 
be at least 50 years of age – a spouse 
may be younger - and have a pulse.

Kids Club
Since I hadn’t heard of the Kids Club 
until I participated in a Christmas 
program with its members, I concluded 
that it must be some kind of secret 
fraternal organization. Not so! I 
found that nobody had bothered to 
tell me because my membership in the 
Northern Lights Seniors disqualified 
me from ever getting in on the fun. 
The nearly 40 participants, ranging 
from four to 13 years of age, meet 
every Monday night at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Griffith/Lions Hall for an hour 
and a half of games, crafts, singsongs 
and, of course, snacks.  Bowling and 
skating have also been on the agenda.

The very patient leaders are Reverend 
Dave and Marie Tubby, Dave Hien, 
Leanne MacPherson, Tina Kelly, 
Carol Kauffeldt and Sarah Luken. 
Participation is free and any of the 
above-named may be contacted for 
information. It’s difficult to believe 
that anyone who lives between Ottawa 
and Toronto doesn’t know at least 
one of them, so try the white pages.

News from the Matawatchan End
There was none.
   

  
     

 

GRIFFITH/ MATAWATCHAN NEWS
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By Mary Joan Hale

Many thoughts come tumbling to 
mind at this time of year.  The snow 
is receding as the days are getting 
longer.  The deer are moving back into 
the woods as the birds are returning 
to our area.  We peruse our gardens 
daily for signs of green nubs push-
ing through the ground and watch the 
buds on the lilacs get chubbier by the 
day.  All these signs of new life in-
vigorate us.  We are ready to get out, 
dig in Mother Earth, plant and prune.

Before we begin to work outside, the 
spring cleanup inside must be tackled.  
Clear out cupboards.  Scrub down 
walls.  Clean those windows until 
they sparkle.  The library is no excep-
tion.  The Annual Survey required by 
the Ministry of Culture causes us to 
be accountable for the previous year.  
On analysis of things past, the future 
begins to take on new life.  The pa-
tron list is updated.  The inventory of 
materials lets us know what we have, 
what is extraneous and what we lack.  
We restock the shelves, weed out un-
circulating or severely damaged ma-
terials and prepare for new projects.

In 2000 when I began my position at, 
what was then the Bagot, Blythfield 
and Brougham Public Library, John 
Loten was the Chairman of the Board.  
His guidance and support were most 
helpful in my transition from a school 
librarian to one in a municipality.  
When I became frustrated that things 
were not moving fast enough, he reas-
sured me that things move slowly in 
the country.  He was right and that is 
a good thing.  John has become a good 
friend.  He is a gentle giant and I will 
miss him at our meetings, but since he 
is an avid reader, I expect to hear his 
booming voice in the library for years 

to come.   Thank you John for your 12 
years of service on the Library Board.

This year, the Library Board is hoping 
to add software so that all citizens of 
Greater Madawaska will have easier 
access to our facilities and services.  
We hope that Council will allow this 
one-time capital expense in the 2005 
budget.  Ratepayers in the far part 
of Wards 2 and 3, as well as shut-
ins throughout the Township, would 
benefit from this insertion of funds.   
It is an initiative that the Board has 
been trying to implement from before 
amalgamation in 2001.  With this 
software, all patrons in the Township 
would have access through the Internet 
to our collection and be able to search 
and reserve materials.  Survey results 
indicated that 85% of those responding 
own a personal computer.  We wish to 
have delivery spots in areas of Wards 
2 and 3 as well as home delivery to 
those unable to leave their homes, 
perhaps temporarily due to illness or 
whose circumstances keep them home-
bound.  Naturally the details need to be 
worked out and volunteer help would 
be necessary.  The federal and provin-
cial governments have a commitment 
to literacy for all ages and our Board 
takes that mandate very seriously.   All 
parts of Greater Madawaska should 
have easier access to their library.  

During March Break four children 
from the After School Club performed 
three puppet shows.  The plays were 
written and performed by Amy 
McClune, Craig Leclerc, Josh and Evan 
Naismith.  The club members made all 
props, sets and some of the puppets.  
With that success behind them, their 
teacher at St. Joseph’s School has 
requested they repeat the performance 
at school for those who missed it at 
the library.  They are already working 
on some new stories to develop 
into plays.  All elementary school 
children are welcome to join the club.

The pre-school children welcomed 
Dental Hygienist Anne Leclaire of 
the Renfrew County Health Unit.  A 
video entertained them while teaching 
the importance of good dental hygiene 
and healthy snacks.  When questioned, 
their answers showed that they were 
really listening to the messages 
conveyed.  Parents, children and 
library staff left loaded down with 
new toothbrushes and information.  
We are very lucky that Nurse Heather 
Yolkowski and Hygienist Anne Leclerc 
visit us and share their expertise.  The 
library is not just about books, it’s all 
about sharing information.  Our survey 
showed us that this is important to the 
citizens of our wonderful township.  

The Library Board, interested volun-
teers and I have been working on a 
Strategic Plan.  Using the survey re-
sults and hours of brainstorming, we 
are developing a plan for the future.  
The Township is growing by leaps 
and bounds and the library must keep 
pace.  Citizens have indicated that they 
value the services presently available, 
but would welcome others.   Some of 
these ideas will cost only commitment 
and volunteer time.  We are looking 
for more volunteers to work in the li-
brary at various tasks, join the Friends 
Group, or share their talents giving 
mini-courses to small groups.  At pres-
ent, John Allerton, a board member, 
teaches a computer course twice a 
year.  If you have a skill or interest that 
you could share, please let us know and 

GREATER MADAWASKA LITERARY 
MATTERS we will consider adding it to our roster.

At a recent Library Board meeting the 
restrictions to computer use by children 
younger than 18 years was lifted.  Until 
now, a parent needed to be present with 
these youngsters.  After a parental sig-
nature, they may visit unattended.  
While not assuming the responsibil-
ity of parents, staff will monitor the 
situation to insure that rules are being 
followed, as required by all users

Programmes:  

Ø Pre-school   Friday 
morning  9:30 to 10:15

Ø After school   
Monday afternoon  4:00 to 5:00 

Ø Computer Course:  
Monday April 18 1:00 to 4:00 
(10 weeks, register now)

New books:

v Tess Gerritsen:   
 Harvest

v Tom Clancy with Chuck Horner: 
 Every man a tiger

v Scott Turow:   
 Personal injuries

v Anne Perry et al:   
 Much ado about murder

v Dean R. Koontz et al:  
 Predators
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By Ole Hendrickson

Editor’s note: Ole Hendrickson is an 
environmental scientist who is currently 
Science Advisor in the Biodiversity 
Convention Office of Environment 
Canada. He is also a member of the 
Ottawa River Institute, which is a 
Canadian not-for-profit corporation 
based in Pembroke, Ontario. Their 
mission is to foster sustainable com-
munities and ecological integrity in 
the Ottawa River Watershed. This 
article was originally published April 
25, 2004 on the Institute’s website 
at http://www.ottawariverinstitute.ca/
  
The Ontario College of Family Physicians 
chose Earth Day 2004 to release a major 
study of the health effects of pesticides.
  
The doctors found compelling evidence 
relating cancer to pesticide use in 
studies of farmers, homeowners, and 
horticulture workers - three main user 
groups.  They found links between 
pesticides and diseases of the nervous 
system, such as Parkinson’s and 
Alzheimer’s.  They cited a Montreal 
study showing that 40% of children 
have a genetic makeup that slows their 
breakdown of pesticides and makes them 
particularly vulnerable to leukemia. 

  
For most Canadians, NHL means the 
Stanley Cup playoffs.  For doctors it 
refers to non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.  
This cancer of the lymph system 
affects nearly 3% of Canadians and 
is increasing at 1-1.5% per year.  
  
The Ontario study noted that NHL 
has declined in countries where the 
herbicide 2,4-D has been banned 
for over ten years.   Dr. Margaret 
Sanborn of McMaster University, 
one of its authors, urged the Ontario 
government to follow Quebec by ban-
ning lawn herbicides and other “cos-
metic pesticides”, rather than letting 
each municipality debate this issue. 

The herbicide industry quickly replied 
that 2,4-D is safe when used as direct-
ed.  Donald Page, executive director 
of the Industry Task Force II on 2,4-D 
Research, says that if the Quebec gov-
ernment goes ahead with its ban, in-
dustry will sue under NAFTA Chapter 
11.  This could force the Canadian 
government to pay large settlements 
to U.S. herbicide manufacturers. 

The Ontario study rejects the 
notion that some pesticides are 
inherently safer than others.  It 
calls for an across-the-board 

Organic farming deepens its roots

������������������ ����������������������������
��������������continued on page 14

http://www.ottawariverinstitute.ca/
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Community Calender
CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE

GRIFFITH AND MATAWATCHAN

St. Andrew’s United Church
Sunday Worship       8:30 a.m.
Sunday School          8:30 a.m.
Minister:       333-2381

Our Lady of Holy Rosary Catholic 
Church
Griffith:  Sat. Mass    7:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass            11:00 a.m.

Hilltop Tabernacle 
Sunday School                  10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship              11:00 a.m.
Evening Service                   7:00 p.m.

DENBIGH AND VENNACHAR

Vennachar Free Methodist Church
Sunday School       9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship    11:00 a.m.

St. Luke’s United Church
Sunday Worship                  10:00 a.m.
Sunday School                     10:00 a.m.
Minister:     333-2381

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Sunday School                      9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship                   9:30 a.m.
      
The New Apostolic Church
Sunday School                      9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship                 10:30 a.m.
Wednesdays                          8:00 p.m. 

CALABOGIE

The Calabogie Bible Fellowship 
Congregational Church
The Mill Street Chapel at 538 Mill St., 
Regular service – Sundays 7:00 p.m.

Most Precious Blood Catholic Church
504 Mill St., Rev. Father Pat Blake
Saturday                5:00 p.m.
Sunday                 10:30 a.m.

St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
Mount St. Patrick
Sunday 9: am

Calabogie St. Andrews United Church
1044 Madawaska Dr. (on the waterfront) 
Church Services Sunday Mornings at 8:
45 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of every month. 

Calabogie 

Calabogie Crafts: Every second Monday 
of the month at the Community Centre 
(call Marjorie Watts at 752-2598)
Calabogie Seniors: Pot luck dinner and 
meeting – the last Thursday of each month 
– Community Hall begins at 4:00 p.m. 

followed by dinner and meeting.
Hill Climb – Saturday April 9 at 
Calabogie Peaks

Griffith & Matawatchan

Fish Fry –Saturday May 7 – 5:00 – 7:00 
p.m. at the Matawatchan Hall

Millennium Garden Ham Supper – St. 
Andrews United Church (Matawatchan) 
– Saturday April 23 – 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Busy Bees Craft Club
Meet the second Tuesday of every month 
at the Matawatchan Hall. (Contact Jackie 
Jenks at 
333-5542)

“Northern Lights” Seniors
Meet the third Tuesday of each month at 
1:30 p.m. alternating between Griffith and 
Matawatchan.  For information contact 
Lois Robbins at 333-1082.  All Seniors 
Welcome

Community Bus Service
Phone Kay Kelly for information and 
reservations at 333-2731 by Tuesday 
evening.  Bus travels every other 
Thursday for shopping.  The bus fee is 
$10.00.

Fellowship Luncheon
These meals are held the first Wednesday 
of each month at noon.  Please contact 

Carol Anne Kelly at 333-5570 or Lois 
Robbins at 333-1082 if you wish to attend 
and be added to our mailing list.  These 
meals are held in our community for those 
who live alone, seniors and retired people 
who enjoy a meal together.  The location 
alternates between the Griffith Lions 
Hall and St. Andrew’s United Church, 
Matawatchan.
Cost   $5.00.

Denbigh

Diners Club
Dinners are held the first Monday of the 
month at the Denbigh Community Hall at 
12 noon.  Full Course Meal $5.00.
Contact Lynn McNicolle at 333-5586 for 
information.

St. Luke’s United Church, Denbigh
Exercise Group - Tuesdays    9:30 a.m.

HEALTH CARE
Paramed Health Care Services Foot 
Care Clinic/Denbigh
Call 333-5559, Muriel Burgess, for an 
appointment

Contact Bill Graham 333-1694 or 
Richard Copeland 333-1551 to have 
community and church announcements 
placed in future issues of the paper. 
Please note that we don’t always have 
the most current information for 
church services.

Classified Ads

Heritage Old Time Country 
Music Association fund-
raising dance, 1:30 p.m., April 
10, Shady Nook Recreation 
Centre. Admission $6.00.  613- 
735 9682.

FOR SALE: Wrought iron 
head and foot board plus 
canopy for queen size bed.  
Toddler bunk beds. 3 # pcs 
Suitcases.  Video tape storage 
box.  Call 333-2709

Home and cottage services.  
Lawn care, window washing,  
gardening, house cleaning.  
See ad on page
333-1841

COMMUNITY
 EVENTS
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Ravens
By Floris Wood

The raven has an iridescent black 
colour and the ability to make un-
usual, otherworldly sounds resembling 
rattles, croaks and squawks. These 
characteristics tend to enhance the 
western cultural notion that the raven 
is a sinister messenger that foretells 
disaster from some far and ancient 
land. The raven’s ability to put away 
four pounds of carrion in one sitting 
does little to disabuse us of his lack of 
sterling qualities. Historical descrip-
tions of battlefield scenes sometimes 
include the role played by ravens 
in the post-battle cleanup. The little 
morticians, one writer called them.

Shakespeare mentions ravens more than 
any other bird, though usually not in his 
comedies. Then there was Edgar Allen 
Poe. And what high school student has 
not had to read the Scottish poem “Twa 
Corbies” who discover their next meal 
behind a dyke, a dead knight. Then 
there is our less than kindly collective 
noun for ravens . . .  an “unkindness 
of ravens”. That is only slightly less 
pejorative than a “murder of crows”, 
a “siege of herons” or a “deceit of 
lapwings”. Compare these to a “charm 
of finches” or “convocation of eagles”. 

A roost of captive, protected ravens 
has been maintained for centuries in 
the tower of London.  It is said that the 
British Isles will never be conquered 
by invaders while ravens occupy the 
Tower. The revenue they bring in from 
tourism helps keep the tradition alive.

Nevertheless, I like ravens. Anyone 
who sees an unkindness of ravens 
slowly, warily, but confidently ad-
vancing up their yard cannot help 
but perceive some kind of intelli-
gence, dignity and a sense that they 
will still  be here long after humans 
are gone. And humans, while they 
roamed the earth, were hardly an in-
convenience to the level-headed raven.

Ravens are incredibly versatile so that 
any characteristic commented upon 
must immediately be qualified by a 
minority report.  But, for the most part, 
ravens love grandeur, such as high 
forests or tundra of the far north, vast 
hot or cold deserts, craggy cliffs over-
looking an endless expanse of sea, high 
above the tree line in remote mountain 
ranges. But, if other ravens happen to 
occupy these spaces, some may settle 
for your local municipal garbage dump 
or, as mentioned above, your back 
yard. While they usually nest in high 
places, either high trees or cliff walls, 
sometimes they a nest can be found 
right on the ground. They depend for 
their food on open territory where 
food can be seen from high in the air. 
Although they seem to favour northern 
climes their natural range covers the 
whole breadth of the Northern hemi-

sphere, wherever favourable habitats 
occur. They can be found near the 
equator in Central America, but they 
shun the heavily canopied rain forests. 

In spite of occupying this broad range 
of territory it is believed that the raven 
species has very few subspecies or 
families. Consider this in light of the 
eleven subfamilies of the Canada Goose 
which has a much narrower range. 
Ravens are the Corax species of the 
crow (Corvus) family. They are larger 
than their close relative the crows and 
have humped upper beaks. Their feath-
ers are ruffled or tufted in certain areas 
such as under the chin and around the 
legs giving them a slightly dishevelled 
gothic look. Could they be the origi-
nal models for the Goth and Grunge 
styles sported by some of our youth? 

Ravens guard the immediate territory 
around their nests with aerial attacks 
on intruders such as other ravens, 
hawks, eagles and owls. Fishers and 
other martins are also predators of the 
Raven’s eggs. However, the space in 
which they hunt and breed is not well 
defended. They are downright neigh-
bourly with other ravens, often found 
socializing with them during feeding 
time. They separate into pairs and both 
parents help raise the young. In fact, 
researchers often find a third, immature 
non-breeding, raven, possibly from a 
previous brood, helping to guard a nest 
and serving as a nanny, as it were, to 
the pair’s nestlings. There is conflicting 
information regarding whether these 
breeding pairs remain together for life 
or for only the current breeding season. 

Courtship behaviour, primarily in the 
form of unison aerial acrobatics can be 
quite spectacular. The male flies slight-
ly higher than the female and their 
movements are so closely in unison 

that it is nearly impossible, with the 
naked eye, to discern the leader. In an-
other form of aerial courting the male 
will show off with free fall tumbles, 
somersaults and other antics. These 
moves are practiced in adolescence 
when groups of young, unattached 
males get together and rough-house 
in the air. They have even been ob-
served performing these manoeuvres 
with young crows in behaviour that 
resembles mobbing but is less aggres-
sive. Other mating behaviour includes 
allopreening on the ground, where one 
of the pair runs their beak through the 
breasts feathers of the other.  The breed-
ing season varies among pairs and can 
take place from early spring to early 
summer, depending on the climate. 
The incubation period for raven eggs is 
fairly short, only 18-19 days. Nestlings 
grow fast but have a somewhat lengthy 
three-year adolescence during which 
they do not breed. The summer months 
are taken up with rearing the young.

After the breeding and rearing season 
the pairs remain together but form 
flocks or roosts. Flocking starts around 
mid-October and continues until one 
by one the pairs begin moving out 
and preparing the nests in the spring. 
Flocking behaviour needs more study. 
There is a lot to be learned about ex-
actly how it all takes place. It is known 
that younger, non-breeding ravens 
stay in flocks all the time. At flocking 
time there is a pre-flocking site in an 
open area where high-flying birds can 
locate where other ravens are gather-
ing. Flocks are usually comprised of 
all the pairs that nest in an area. After 
congregating they fly directly to the 
flocking site. Unlike nesting, flock-
ing is usually done low in a densely 
wooded area, deep into well-concealed 
branches. Even if the ravens can be 
heard they cannot be seen through the 

dense foliage. After establishing the 
roost, ravens will return to it about a 
half hour before sunset each night, 
diving directly into it from the air.

The legendary intelligence of ravens 
is evident not only in their ability to 
use primitive tools but in their gen-
eral behaviour. They are very wary 
of human beings and other sources 
of perceived danger. They approach 
even their favourite food with caution, 
letting other carrion eaters have a few 
bites while the raven soars high over-
head or observes from a high branch 
until the raven is satisfied that it is 
safe to approach the food. High places 
are the raven’s best defence, so while 
on the ground they are a bit nervous. 
They tend to browse for insects, their 
second most favourite food after car-
rion, in groups and in areas known 
by them to be safe. Male ravens have 
a strong sense of protection of the 
flock and can be observed acting as 
guards for the group, even as they eat.

The general ability of ravens to adapt 
to new situations using novel solutions 
increases their survivability, not only 
because it keeps them out of danger 
but also because it enables them to use 
habitats that otherwise would be inac-
cessible to them. As they are driven 
into new habitats by overpopulation 
they have to experiment with new ways 
of feeding, defending themselves and 
enduring new climates. Nevertheless, 
there are limits to their adaptability. 
Human beings kill ravens en mass in 
areas where sheep and goat herding oc-
curs. They were eradicated from areas 
where the protection of endangered 
species such as the ‘sandhill crane’, 
California condors and desert tortoises, 
was undertaken by human beings. The 
very remoteness of most of their habitat 
protects them from much of the vicis-
situdes of human expansion. But, even 
in the remote areas, they are not im-
mune to reduction of food populations 
through global warming, mercury and 
lead poisoning, mining, logging and 
fossil fuel exploration. The average age 
of death of ravens in the wild is 13-14 
years. The oldest captive raven lived 
to 80 and the Tower of London ravens 
usually live to about 44 years of age.

These are beautiful birds that deserve 
our respect. Living in the Madawaska 
Valley affords us the opportunity to 
observe ravens in the wild. Only once 
have I seen an aerial exhibition that I 
could attribute to ravens. That occurred 
as I was on a walk near Matawatchan. 
Five birds were cavorting high over 
the hills southwest of the village. At 
first I thought it was mobbing but 
there was no single bird being pur-
sued or harassed. It looked like the 
equivalent of a bunch of young cubs 
of any species wrestling, play fight-
ing and chasing each other. Keep your 
eyes to the sky and I hope you will 
be treated to one of these exhibitions.  
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Ken Birkettt displays his maple taffy talents

Billowing steam  from a maple syrup evaporator The sugar shack
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By Ernie Jukes
 
Editor’s note: Last summer 
Ernie and his wife Audrey toured 
Germany. Part of that holiday was 
devoted to searching for his “Jukes” 
roots. This travelogue describes 
some of that genealogical journey.

Another warm August day and we 
were on the road again, searching for 
my German roots. From Hessen we 
zipped down one of the many fast 
autobahns to Ulm, the birthplace of 
Albert Einstein. We normally had 
little need to travel these busy routes, 
in this nation of 80 million people 
with 40 million cars. As you can tell 
by a road map their landscape is a 
crisscross of roads and highways, so 
you have many options. However, old 
friends, the Pinzers, of “Hobby Baker” 
fame in nearby Ballenberg were 
expecting us that day. In fact it was 
Heinz who noted many years before 
that our original surname” Jucksch” 
was in fact a very old Prussian moni-
ker. But the search now was for the 
Heimat or home land of my ancestors.

Leisurally we zigzagged across 
Germany from south to north enjoying 
again ancient towns like Rothenberg 
and Dinkelsbuhl along the romantic 

road. Other names some of you may 
know, are Regensburg and Meissen.  
Meissen is where they make that 
great porcelain and where we met 
Wolfgang Bergsteins, a chemist who 
had worked in Canada on various 
mining projects. Next we were in his-
torical Potsdam - with it’s wonderful 
Sans Souci Palace and gardens and 
of course Berlin the historical capital 
of Prussia’s old Provinz Brandenburg 
and today’s Deutschland. Remember 
the country is only one sixth the 
size of Ontario so you can be almost 
anywhere by car in just a few hours!

It was exciting to travel through every 
kilometre of this type of geography, 
which offered a combination of cul-
ture, history and nature. One was never 
far from the charm of thousand year 
old houses and well treed cobblestone 
streets. Yet you were also close to mod-
ern cities with markets, shopping and 
restaurants. Markets that had plenty 
of meats, cheeses, wines—brot, brot 
and more brot—but don’t expect many 
salads. We traveled past many places 
associated with many of the world’s 
finest inventors, writers, musicians, art-
ists and royalty of yesterday’s Europe. 

We went to the hospitable walled 
town of Sternberg, in the Provinz 
Mecklenburg, because some family 
writings suggested we had originated 

from that province. It is large territory, 
like an umbrella over Germany, reach-
ing along the Baltic Sea where they 
had the first brick buildings in Europe 
during Hanseatic times. The dialect is 
still early German (Platt) from which 
English may have eventually evolved. 

We checked into a comfortable 
Zimmerverm-ietung, an efficiency 
apartment, hosted by the Kastrau’s. 
Ernst soon introduced us to his charm-
ing neighbours the Lothar Wahnfried 
family because his wife Anke was 
an English teacher. Their daughter 
Anna helped me in my search with 
an introduction to the local pastor in 
the large church of this town of 5,000 
souls. After further checking in the 
Schwerin Landeskirchen Archives I 
realized that we must go back down 
to Brandenburg and Leipzig for 
more insight into my family roots. 

If the original Jucksch family had ever 
lived in Mecklenburg, the records were 
still covered in the thick dust of time. 
Of course much was suppressed and 
lost during the Russian occupation 
after the war. The Russians also left 
empty factories and high unemploy-
ment behind them. However, we saw 
many improvements, particularly in ag-
riculture, since our previous European 
tour in our camping van during 1994.

Finally! In the Dom, in Brandenburg 
(Havel), clever archivist Wolfgang 
Schoessler at last put a face to our elu-
sive Heimat. We now had the proof that 
agreed with early Prussian emigration 
records. Three generations of Family 
Jucksch from the small dorf of Gross 
Gandern, (pop.600) in the Kreise, 
or District of West Sternberg, in the 
large, rich Provinz of Brandenburg, 
all left for Canada in 1861. We still 
don’t know the reason they left this 
pleasent enough area, close to rivers, 
towns, railroads and only 30 kilome-
tres east of Frankfurt -on the -Oder. 
Was it political or religious pres-
sures or looking for a better future 
in this great land of Canada, halfway 
around the globe? Not an easy feat 
for anyone - at any time or any age!

The tough, patriarch, Johann Christian 
Jucksch at the age of 61, his son Johann 
Friedrich, 32, a tailor, and wife Louise 
Kettschlag, 39 with a pack of kids, 
made their way to Hanover in Upper 
Canada. Among the seven children was 
my grandfather Ernst August, age 8, 
who grew up to be a cabinet maker with 
Knechtel Furniture and married Mary 
Kalbfleisch. They had eight talented 
children including my father Walter, 
the builder, athlete, painter and hunter. 
The active family became known in 
the area around Hanover, Ontario for 
their singing, academics, all sports 
-but especially lacrosse, boxing and 
track.  They also excelled at poetry and 
carving. In 1914 the boys joined the 
Canadian Expeditionary Force to go to 
the bloody trenches of France and fight 
their cousins. In fact Arnold became a 

Major and one of our most decorated 
heroes. You can read more about him 
in the recently published Second to 
None, a history of the fighting 58th 
Battalion. His brother Reuben left 
many fine paintings of that terrible war. 
It was also a time that seemed right to 
change the ancient family name to 
“Jukes”, for a much easier pronuncia-
tion and spelling, in the new land they 
loved, where they forged a new “hei-
mat” and risked their lives to defend it.

Our month had too quickly come to 
an end and so had our Quest. The 
journey had presented no problems 
whatsoever. With my basic German 
and their basic English we were able 
to communicate quite well, wherever 
we travelled. It’s that old story--if two 
people really want to understand 
one another, they will! Everyone 
was friendly and helpful, even to the 
point of having a filling replaced by 
an Emsdetten dentist--at no charge. 

We had a few days pause with Bobby 
and Barbel who had RV’d to the Baltic 
Sea in our absence. Bright and early the 
morning after a last night dinner party 
Bobby kindly took us to the Enschede 
rail station for our two and one half 
hour train trip to Amsterdam. Our re-
turn flight to Toronto was highlighted 
by a surprise upgrade to first class! It 
was our initial experience, so we happi-
ly indulged ourselves with Martinair’s 
fine service, which included linen, 
silverware, great food and of course 
champagne. I suppose we all know that 
curious feeling of how it always seems 
so exciting and adventurous to explore-
- but isn’t it always great to be back 
home in this glorious land of the free!

QUEST FOR HEIMAT 

reduction in human exposure, argu-
ing that different pesticides have 
different health effects that show 
up over different time periods.  
  
The main federal regulator is not 
buying this argument. The Pest 
Management Regulatory Agency is 
part of Health Canada.  Nearly 500 
employees decide what pesticides 
can be approved for what purposes.  
The Agency is responding to industry 
pressure with a major new program 
to speed approval of “reduced-risk” 
and “minor-use” pesticides.   
  
Unfortunately the agency is less re-
sponsive to public concerns.  In 2003 
the Auditor General’s office criticized 
the Agency’s “slow progress on re-
evaluating older, widely used pesti-
cides against today’s higher health and 
environmental standards.”  It said that 
the Agency “has incomplete informa-
tion on user compliance, pesticide 
use, and the impacts of pesticides on 
human health and the environment.”
  

Gardening 
(continued from page 10)
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 1. Injure
7. Ottawa Valley village well known for 
it’s St. Paddy’s week

14. Priests’ neck cloths

15. Jar of antiquity

16. Algonquin’s canyon

17. Flotation device

19. Olive genus

21. Miler Sebastian ___

22. Eggs, for Caesar’s salad

23. Gangster’s gun

26. Ken of ‘Clintongate’

28. Made an appeal

29. Ciao, on Oahu

32. Lennon’s wife

33. West Yorkshire city

34. Tom Thompson’s first work in 
Algonquin Park

37. Having limits

38. Galápagos island reptile

42. Meteoroid hits the earth’s atmosphere

46. Related maternally

49. Put down (sl.)

50. Long

51. French in

52. Standing rule

54. Textile colourer

55. Annoy

56. Sloths

57. Hindu prince

Ottawa Valley Crossword
By Doug Bell

Questions, comments or ideas.....crosswords@rogers.com

60. Algonquin Park radio observatory, 
situated on Lake  ___

63. ___ Bolivar, on the Orinoco river

67. Infallible forecasters

68. A martial art

69. Known as pickerel in the Ottawa 
Valley

70. Be right with you!

Down 

1. Small amount

2. I ___ Rock: Simon and Garfunkel hit

3. Fallen orbiter

4. Before bat or phobia

5. Earth sci.

6. Labourers of yore

7. Indian lentil/bean dish

8. Fifteenth letter of the Greek alphabet

9. Excited about

10. Clarified butter

11. High pitch

12. Small cavity

13. Assuaged, as one’s conscience

18. Moppets

20. Comment follower

23. Fish hook

24. De bon (genuine): Fr.

25. Ripped apart

27. Alicia of “Falcon Crest”

28. Look over

30. Bank jobs

31. ___ crow flies

33. Long-limbed

35. Auto racer Fabi

36. Colourless liquor

39. Slightly (sl.)

40. Complete

41. Rule, Britannia composer

43. Adventurous trip

44. Shop ___ you drop

45. Danube tributary

46. Add and delete

47. Lacking breadth

48. Turkish capital

52. Cause a floating log to rotate by 

treading

53. Absurdly eccentric

56. Early nuclear agcy.

58. Don or San

59. Billion pursuer

61. City with the most snow days: ___ 
d’Or, Que.

62. WNW’s reciprocal

64. Marx’s “___ Kapital”

65. Took pleasure in, with “up”
66. Mistletoe mo.

Wrestling Championships 
hosted in Renfrew in May

From May 13-15, Renfrew will be 
host of the 2005 Canadian Men and 
Female National Freestyle & Greco 
Roman Wrestling Championships. 
Members of Canada’s Olympic team 
will once again be attempting to hold 
their spot and advance to the World 
Championships in Bulgaria.

Spectators are invited to Renfrew’s 
Mateway Activity Center to watch 
athletes in a sport that has won medals 
in the last three Olympic Games.

Six Times World Champion Christine 
Nordhagen will be present as will 
Olympic silver medalist Tonya 
Verbeek.

Renfrew’s Tasha Eady who recently 
won the National Junior and Leesa 
Fleury of Calabogie will also attend.
 
Championship qualifying for the 
Junior Worlds in Lithuania will 
be challenging at this senior level.  
Schedules of competition can be 
located on posters throughout Renfrew 
and on www.rawc.renfrew.on.ca

ansers on page 21
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GRIFFITH BUILDING SUPPLIES INC.
All Your Building Supply Materials & Hardware (PAL Dealer)

Highway 41Griffith,Ontario K0J 2R0

Steel Roofing
Lumber
Insulation
Windows & Doors

Vinyl Siding
Fascia Material
Shingles
Trusses

HOURS
Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Saturday 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Closed Sundays

 Phone: 613-333-5596 � Fax: 613-333-1121  griffithbuildingsupply@mazinaw.on.ca 

  

By Garry Ferguson

A shortcut over the old log bridge at 
the Potash Works and along a cow 
path, past the spot where Joe and 
Judy MacPherson’s house now stands, 
didn’t greatly reduce the mile-and-
a-half hike from the Matawatchan 
school to the (Wattie and Maggie) 
Hutson farm.  Consequently, the three 
oldest Hutson girls, Lorina, Melinda 
and Mildred frequently stopped, to 
“warm up”  at Hemon and Lizzie 
Towns’s house during cold weather.

Hemon and Lizzie’s hospitality is still 
the stuff of legend around this part of 
the county.  They not only welcomed 
the girls to stand by the old cook stove, 
but also insisted on treating them to 
goodies from its oven.  Since the old 
couple was very poor and not able 
to splurge on a variety of expensive 
ingredients for baking, the standard 
offering was water whelps, a cross 
between a round cookie and a round 
piece of hardtack.  Both Towns’s 
cooked, so the girls always tried to 
determine who’d been responsible for 
the current batch.  A serious problem 

arose when Hemon claimed the honour.

Two generations earlier, Hemon Towns 
had found his way to this part of the 
Renfrew County as one of the best 
shanty cooks along the Madawaska.  
It was claimed that he could set up 
camp for a crew with only a pail, a 
pot and a kettle.  It was also said that 
he could “make the beans.”  This was 
the highest accolade anyone could pay 
a camp cook.  A pot of baked beans 
was the measure by which a cook 
was rated and Hemon was an ace.

For many years, he tickled the taste 
buds of locals by cooking for the 
Matawatchan Picnic when it was held 
in Little Wattie Hutson’s sugar bush, 
across from Wattie Ferguson’s gate.  
Each year, Little Wattie would dig out 
a spring in the bush – it’s still there, 
behind Darlene Hutson’s trailer – so 
that Hemon could have a supply of 
water for his cooking.  It’s assumed 
that the water was also used for an 
adequate amount of hand washing since 
there’s no recollection of complaints 
concerning cleanliness – that is until 
the Hutson girls came on the scene.

It wasn’t anything personal, nor 
did they doubt his skill.  He was, 
unfortunately, a “man cook.”  This 
meant a “dirty cook” - at least in the 
minds of the young ladies.  Lizzie’s 
baking was fine but cooks who weren’t 
women must be dirty.  Men shovelled 
manure, gutted pigs, skinned animals 
and did all kinds of dirty work, didn’t 
they?  Therefore, anything baked by 
Hemon couldn’t be eaten.  No matter 
how hungry, the three would stall, using 
the claim that they preferred to save the 
goodies for the remainder of their walk.

What better place to get rid of a 
water whelp than into the water?  So 
the creek flowing under the old, log 
bridge at Potash Works carried away 
all evidence of their deviousness.

Melinda claims that it was only 
Lorina and Mildred who worried 
about the “man cook” problem, that 
she dumped hers because they were 
rock-hard and tasteless.  Whatever 
their reasons, they all had to endure 
a dressing down from their mother, 
Maggie, when she eventually 
learned of their disposal method. 

“Such confounded waste after those 
dear old souls were kind enough to 
share the best they had,” she said.

Well, “the dear old souls” are long 
gone and with them their recipe for 
water whelps.  I’ve asked several 
mature Matawatchan folk about this 
version of hardtack, but they are either 
unfamiliar with the concoction or don’t 
know what ingredients it contained.  
During conversations with my Aunt 
Melinda (Hutson) MacPherson, 
however, we were able to decide on 
the meagre list of ingredients and 
approximate the amounts. After 
some experimentation, I was able 
to consistently produce a dough-
god  that, we concluded, is a close 
reproduction of Hemon’s water whelps.

The recipe was included in the cook-
book “Students’ Favourite Feeds,” a 
collection of lumber camp-inspired 
recipes that was produced for the 
last Matawatchan School Reunion. 
However, I must caution any ad-
venturous soul that may consider a 
go at water whelps. Hemon referred 
to most of his culinary concoctions 
as “kill-me-quicks.”                        

      

Of Water Whelps and Hemon 
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Box 115

Ontario K0J 1H0
636 Mill Street Calabogie

Phone (613) 752-2102
Fax (613) 752-0003

CALABOGIE

Open 7 days a week starting May 1 st

YOUR AUTHORIZED PELICAN & DEWDOCKS DEALER

By Garry Ferguson
   
In July of 2002, His Holiness Pope 
John Paul II came to Canada. Our 
news agencies went into a frenzy but 
did a great job in covering what they 
could, including the grand spectacle 
of 800,000 people gathered for a 
World Youth Day mass on the old 
Downsview Airport in Toronto. There 
were a couple things, however, that 
the press would never know. The first 
was what transpired during the visit 
of His Holiness to Georgina Island, 
in Lake Simcoe, a few kilometers off 
Jackson Point. They could only offer 
up hazy shots of the distant island 
along with monologues by their best 
word merchants to convince the public 
that they were on top of the story. The 
second unknown fact was that they 
very well could have been wading 
through bogs and swatting mosquitoes 
while trying to cover that story.
    
For many years, Dave and Mary Claire 
Roche had been friends with His 
Eminence Cardinal Emmett Carter, 
Archbishop of Toronto. He often 
spent weekends with them at their 
home by Lake St. Joseph (known 
locally as Roche’s Lake) and once 

held a mass there, resplendent in his 
red regalia. It was Cardinal Emmett 
Carter’s intention that His Holiness be 
whisked away to spend the weekend 
enjoying the beauty of the Canadian 
wilderness and relaxing at the Roche 
home in Matawatchan. As far as he was 
concerned, this was how it was to be.
    
Archbishops are not often overruled, 
but somehow those who controlled 
the itinerary had other plans. Georgina 
Island hit the news and Matawatchan 
remained anonymous. Matawatchaners 
are a stoic lot though, and took the 
setback in stride. They’re also part 
of an optimistic breed, content in the 
conviction that someday some famous 
person will, at least, pass through and 
wave.       

The Day the Pope Came to 
Matawatchan – Almost

Did you know......

There are an estimated 2 
million lakes in Canada 

covering approximately 7.6% 
of Canada’s land area.
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By Doug Bell

A rare occurrence of nature is happening 
now in our own Ottawa Valley 
backyard.  Large numbers of Great 
Grey Owls are being forced southward 
as severe winter affects feeding 
conditions in their natural habitat.

The Great Grey is the largest and one 
of the most reclusive owls in North 
America. The wing span of an adult 
is 54 -60 inches.  Weight is 2 – 3 lbs. 
In appearance this bird seems massive 
in comparison with other birds we see 
in the Ottawa Valley. It is all feathers. 

These non-migratory bird's range 
extends through the Boreal forests of 
northern Canada.  Although reclusive 
they are most intriguing and are quite 
approachable for birdwatchers and 
photographers.  They can be seen on 
tree lines at the edge of pasture fields 
and on fence posts were they perch 
ears tuned to the faintest sounds of prey 
concealed below the winter pasture 
snow.  Large facial discs surround each 
eye.  This allows sound to be directed 
towards each ear to accurately locate 
prey.  When the opportune time occurs 
this awesome raptor lifts silently from 
its perch to soar effortlessly towards 
the ground until it crashes into the 
snow, talons first, securing its prey.  

Diet consists of chipmunks, squirrels, 
gophers and small rodents including 

voles, which it seems to be feeding 
on in our Ottawa Valley Area.

My wife and I witnessed a large 
number of these predators one late 
afternoon near the Connaught  Military 
Range in rural Kanata.  We drove along 
an adjacent road to the range until we 
spotted a large Great Grey Owl perched 
in a line fence tree. We walked through 
the pasture snow until we were fairly 
close to this awesome bird. We stood 
there for some time watching it scan 
the field in front of us until it launched 
an attack.  With an explosive shower of 
snow and legs churning it secured its 
prey and flew off to a tree further down 
the fence line from where we stood.

Many others were witnessing similar 
birds with camera’s ranging from small 
one’s like ours to professional tripod 
and multi-length lenses. A steady 
stream of slow moving cars made their 
way along this once quiet country road.

The Great Grey Owl
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ONE MEMBERSHIP COVERS ALL PEOPLE  IN HOUSEHOLD OVER 
AGE OF 18

(List up to 2 additional adults, i.e.18 & over, family members from your 
household) 

Last Name:________________FIRST NAME
Last Name:_______________   FIRST NAME
Plus: how many more adults age 18 & over living in my household _________

ADDRESS OF YOUR GREATER MADAWASKA PROPERTY

POSTAL CODE

ADDRESS OF PRIMARY RESIDENCE (IF NOT IN GREATER 
MADAWASKA)

POSTAL CODE

GREATER MADAWASKA PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
(www.gmpoa.ca)

   • Have your issues dealt with and resolved (Click on Issues Resolution Process)
   • Have your issues presented to the Township Council or Renfrew County
   • Help enhance the community you live in
   • Receive all the assistance and benefits associated with belonging to a community association

THE ASSOCIATION 

   • Initial Board of Directors made up of 3 founding directors plus 4 additional directors-at-large to be selected from those who submit  
   written expressions of interest to GMPOA.

   • A minimum 6-member Advisory Board to be selected by the founding directors from those who submit written expressions of interest  
   to GMPOA. (Click on Association Structure)

OPTIONS ON HOW TO JOIN

   • Print Membership Form from the GMPOA web site > www.gmpoa.ca  (Click on How to Join)
   • Other locations to pick up membership forms to be announced shortly

  * Fully complete the Membership Form, and submit along with a cheque for $20 payable to Greater Madawaska Property Owners Association (or  
    G.M.P.O.A), and mail to the  address shown below.

THE ASSOCIATION IS SEEKING CANDIDATES:

   a) To fill the 4 remaining Board of Directors positions
   b) To fill the GMPOA Advisory Board 

   * Mail to the address below your expression of interest (and background) for the position(s) that you are interested in, and how  
   you feel you can contribute to the Greater Madawaska Property Owners Association.

PLACE YOUR AD OR LINK ON GMPOA WEB-SITE

   “Early-Bird” Special: $60/YR for 1st 2 years

   * Contact us to place a link on the GMPOA web site. An “early-bird” special rate of $60/yr for the next 2 years will be given to  
   the first 8 members who wish to have a link from the GMPOA web site to their own web site.  

YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION

Tel No. at Primary Residence:  (____________)________________

Tel No. at Greater Madawaska Property: (____________)_________

Cell Number:    (____________)_______________

Fax No:             (____________)_______________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:___________________________________________

Please Print Member’s Name Clearly:_______________________________

SIGNATURE > _________________________________  DATE__________

Return your completed Membership      
Greater Madawaska Property Owners Association (GMPOA) Form and cheque for 
$20 to: 
 P.O. Box 69, Calabogie, Ontario. K0J 1H0

GREATER MADAWASKA PROPERTY 
OWNERS 

MEMBERSHIP FORM
* A Member must be an individual who owns at least one property in the Township of Greater 

Madawaska. Maximum of one vote per individual member; maximum one vote per household. 

      GMPOA
Greater Madawaska Property Owners Association,
P.O. Box 69,
Calabogie, Ontario. K0J 1H0
TEL:    613) 433-3548 (Calabogie)  
E-MAIL: office@gmpoa.ca

http://www.gmpoa.ca
mailto:office@gmpoa.ca
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By Garry Ferguson

The newly-formed Heritage Old 
Time Country Music Association 
(HOTCMA) staged its first promo-
tional jamboree in Shady Nook, 
Ontario, near Pembroke, on Sunday 
afternoon, February 13, 2005.

Two top-notch house bands, the 
Country Airs and the Timber Town 
Trio backed some of the best singers 
and step dancers in the area through 
five hours of non-stop activities. 
Guests had an opportunity to hone 
their square dancing skills to the call-
ing of Art Jamieson, a well-known 
Valley musician, who also teamed 
up with HOTCMA president Stan 
Callaghan to carry out the MC duties 
with a high-energy style that kept the 
audience on the edge of their chairs.

Since the aim of HOTCMA is to 
seek out, promote and preserve the 
old time music of the Ottawa River 
watershed, association members were 
delighted when several of the singers 
performed renditions of traditional 
songs from Mac Beattie ballads to 
those of the lumberjack era. Stan 
Callaghan credited all who partici-

pated, from both sides of the Ottawa 
River, for the success of the jamboree.

The Association’s next outing will be 
a SMOKE-FREE, fund-raising dance 
at 1:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 10 at 
the Shady Nook Recreation Centre. 
Admission will be $6.00 per head. 
Food will be available and there will 
be a cash bar. For more information, 

Heritage Old Time Music Jamboree  
 

Wes Bowhower performing at Jamboree
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STANDING ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Madawaska River   Water Management Review

The Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) and Ontario Power Generation 
(OPG) completed the Madawaska River Management Review plan in 
1999. The plan focuses on the problems, issues and solutions associated 
with water levels and flows on the Madawaska River, and has since 
been implemented, monitored and amended under the guidance of the 
Madawaska River Standing Advisory Committee (SAC).

Applications are now invited from persons interested in participating on 
the Standing Advisory Committee (SAC), whose mandate requires that 
new members be recruited on a 3 to 5 year rotating basis. As part of the 
renewal process we are seeking to add 3 members.

The Standing Advisory Committee’s mandate is to provide a mechanism 
for the public to contribute to the implementation of the water 
management plan, follow the progress of the plan’s implementation and 
be aware of any issues or proposed changes to the plan. The SAC also 
monitors the completion of the information needs which OPG and MNR 
are committed to undertake.

Persons interested in participating as a member of the SAC are asked to 
obtain a copy of the committee’s Terms of Reference from:

Linda Halliday, Ontario Power Generation, Box 999, 
Cornwall, ON, K6H 5V1 

Tel: 613-932-3072 Ext 3304 or 1-866-516-6083  
FAX: 613-932-9981

Email: linda.halliday@opg.com

Please indicate in a separate covering letter/resume how your skills, 
knowledge and experience relate to the required qualifications.

Under the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act, RSO 
1987, personal information will remain confidential unless prior consent 
is obtained. However, this information may be used by MNR to seek 
public input on other resource management surveys and projects. For 
further information regarding this Act, please contact Paul Moreau at 
(613) 732-5510.

Applications must be received by April 30, 2005.

mailto:linda.halliday@opg.com


The Madawaska Highlander,  April, 2005

Page 22

                      The Madawaska Highlander, April, 2005

Page 23

By Carolyn Jakes

That saying about nothing staying 
the same sure applies to the 
Calabogie and Area Business 
Association. Here is an update.
 
With the completion of the Eco and 
Adventure Tourism Report in January 
2005, we are now ready to start 
implementing recommendations. You 
can see the recommendations on our 
website, www.calabogie.org. In March, 
new CABA member, Danny Smith, of 
‘Veritas Home Inspection’, offered to 
be CABA’s ‘Trail Committee Chair’. 
He has exciting ideas, loads of energy, 
lots of valuable contacts and is ready to 
help CABA partner with the ‘Township 
Trail Committee’. It appears that 2005 
will be the year of trail development, 
which means that this CABA objective 
will no longer on the back burner. On a 
related matter, the latest suggestion for 
a township-wide slogan is “Natural 
Places, Smiling Faces”. This 
certainly fits the eco and adventure 
tourism focus for our whole area. 

Ted Young, of Burnstown’s Beyond 
the Bulrushes, is our 2005 chair 
for the Calabogie Fall Classic Golf 
Tournament and we expect that funds 
raised at the tournament and from 
our annual raffle will go towards 
trail development. Of course some 

funds will also go to a charity. 

Shooter’s Bar and Grill of Calabogie 
opened at 4988 Calabogie Road. Check 
them out for live bands, lunch, dinner, 
weekend breakfasts, specials on wings 
and draft every Thursday. (752-1383).  
At the rear of their building you can 
find the new Calabogie Pizzeria, 
offering take-out pizza, salads, subs 
and homemade desserts. (752-1777).

For those looking for a cozy, non-
smoking, middle of the road dining 
and pub environment, check out 
Calabogie’s new Shanty Pub at 
12603 Lanark Road. This is the same 
location as the former Village Bistro 
Restaurant. Brunch is served on 
Saturdays and Sundays from 10 to 2:
00 p.m. with lunch and dinner from 
Tuesday to Sunday 11 am to closing. 
The pub is only open until 5 p.m. 
on Sundays and is closed Mondays. 
Tuesday is family night when children 
12 and under accompanied by an 
adult can eat for a special price. Daily 
and weekly specials are featured 
and fine draft beer is available. Call 
752-1410 for more information.

The Rooms Next Door, 691 Mill 
Street, next to Charbonneau’s Grocery 
opened this winter featuring local 
artists’ work, gifts and accents. Open 
Saturday and Sunday only until May 
(752-2153). On the second floor of 
the same building you will find The 

Country Spa, which just moved 
over from Lanark Road (752-0202). 

At the first CABA general meeting of 
the year on March 14, John Baird, our 
new township CAO, introduced himself 
and his ideas to the CABA membership. 
By adapting the municipal experience 
he brings from Goose Bay and Sioux 
Lookout and applying it to our 
situation, we expect to see that change 
is a good thing.  For a recap of John’s 
remarks please see the CABA minutes 
on the website (www.calabogie.org).

John accepted our CABA cheque for 
$3063.87, raised through two raffles, for 
the Barnet Park Improvement Project. 
How this money plus another $2549 
from the 2004 golf tournament will be 

spent on the park in 2005 has yet to be 
decided.  If you have ideas, let us know. 

Little response from the public had 
been received in identifying businesses 
for the ‘CABA Annual Awards’ for Best 
Storefront, Best Customer Service and 
Best Community Service. The deadline 
for nominations is April 30th. Call The 
Highlander (333-1694) or Carolyn 
Jakes (752-2500) with your nomination. 

The events posting on the CABA 
website is updated regularly. Businesses 
and community groups are encouraged 
to contact Lucy at 752-2882 with 
any event you may be hosting and 
get additional public exposure 
for your event through CABA. 

At the March CABA meeting, Brian 
Hunt of Jocko’s Resort advised 
that the Ministry of Environment 
announced at the Municipal Good 
Roads Committee meeting, that 
the responsibility of small, non-
residential water systems will be given 
back to Public Health departments.

The next CABA meeting will be 
April 11, 2005, 7 p.m. at Calabogie 
Community Centre. Visitors are 
welcome. Each meeting ends with a 
round table where members and visitors 
can share what’s new and keep up to 
date with what is going on in our local 
area. Based on activities observed to 
date, 2005 will be a year of big changes. 

CABA CORNER

Carolyn Jakes presents John Baird with a
 CABA cheque for Barnet Park.

 http://www.calabogie.org 
 http://www.calabogie.org 
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However, there are some things that 
can be accomplished immediately and 
this report will give local organizers 
encouragement to put these in motion 
now. For example, the Economic 
Development Committee is working 
on an improved map of the Township 
that displays tourist locations, which 
it hopes to have ready for visiting 
tourists when the 2005 season begins. 
In another recent development CABA 
is dedicating 2005 to its long term goal 
of trail development. A new CABA 
member in the person of Danny Smith 

has agreed to chair CABAís ëtrail 
committeeí. In partnership with the 
Township ëTrails Committeeí, some 
of the reportís recommendations 
in this area might be soon realized. 

The Ecotourism and Adventure 
Tourism Service and Product Review is 
an excellent report and the students and 
teachers of Sir Sanford Fleming College 
should be commended. This report 
will be very valuable corroboration 
of Greater Madawaskaís potential 
as an eco and adventure-tourism 

Third 2 Months - Postcast
Annie Thomson is back in town and the Matawatchan Road is falling apart. It must be spring. This will be our last Postcast 
until next season.
The following data is from our small weather station in Matawatchan. Wind speeds are in kmh and temperatures are Deg, 
Celcius (C).
A Degree Day (DD) is a measure of home heating requirements based on temperature differentials. To calculate a DD, add the 
high & low temperature for the day and divide by 2 for the average. If that number (in Fahreheit) is below 65F (18C) subtract 
it from 65 to find the number of heating DD for the day.

   Feb  04          Feb 05            Mar 04           Mar 05

Hi Temp  13.9  12.2  15.2  14.7
Low Temp  -30.9  -25.4  -16.5  -24.3
DD   714.0  686.9  567.9  656.5
Wind Hi  66.0  51.5  66.0  53.1
Wind Avg.  10.4  8.0  10.2  10.4
Wind Dom Dir  WSW  N  N  N

February teased us with a warm start but chilled out in the last 2 weeks, still a tad warmer than last year for the month. March 
this year was much colder by about 13% on a DD basis. We don’t keep records on solar radiation, but if you had lots of glass 
on the south side of the home, you could let the daytime fire go out from the last week of Feb to the end of March. The total 
DD for the 6 month period was 3789.0 for 2003/4 compared to 3753.7 in 2004/5. Pretty close huh?

destination whenever the Township 
decides to seek the financial help of 
the province. The report represents 
a good portion of the business plan 
that would accompany any request 
for economic development funds.

There are many more good ideas in this 
study than can be reported in this article. 
You should have a look for yourself. 
The full report (including executive 
summary) is available from the 
CABA website at: www.calabogie.org

Calling all the 
Broadband Starved
 

If you are as frustrated with Ma Bell’s 
lousy rural internet service  as many 
Highlander readers are, you might 
want to get in touch with Robin Sears 
of Marlborough Farm on Tatty Hill, 
near Barryvale. He is trying to see if 
there are enough potential subscribers 
to interest a local businessman in set-
ting up a wireless broadband service. 
 
Although the costs and the project 
details would depend on how many 
folks say they need to be able to con-
nect at more than ‘steampowered 
modem’ speed, he thinks it would 
be about the same as cable service. 
There are ‘wireless line-of-sight’ 
broadband solutions that can serve 
subscribers up to five miles away 
from the nearest land line. They re-
quire about 75-100 users to be eco-
nomic.  For example, all of Barrvale 
area could be served from Calabogie.
 
If you think you might be willing to pay 
$25-40 a month for 3 megabit data ser-
vice, which would include internet voice 
telephone connections, drop Robin an 
email at robinvsears@sympatico.ca.”

Ecotourism 

mailto:robinvsears@sympatico.ca
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The Eagle’s Rest 
Steve & Gayle Main 

5373 Centennial Lake Road 
Telephone:  613-333-2713 

www.TheEaglesRest.ca

The Eagle’s Rest
Business
Hours: 

Mon to Thurs  11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

General Store, Fishing Tackle 
Propane Refill Station 

Gas on the water

Extended hours will resume May 20th

Cabin and Boat Rentals 
On Centennial Lake 

Affordable

Calabogie, Ontario (613) 752-2468 email: buckhorn@renc.igs.net www.thebuckhorn.ca
MANY PACKAGES AVAILABLE

OPENING SOON

THE CALABOGIE MOTOR INN
WATCH FOR DETAILS

Don't miss our Mini-Putt Park
& Petting Zoo

Opening in the Spring

Wednesday - Beverage Specials

Kareoke every Friday




