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Opposing views about the TRACK

On May 9, 2003, a group of local de-
velopers brought ideas about a business
venture to Council at a public meeting.
They were given approval in principle
to pursue their venture to determine its
viability and to determine whether it
would meet the necessary requirements
of various provincial government min-
istries. Without these ‘permissions’
nothing could go forward.

Unfortunately, the only residents in at-
tendance at that May 9 Council meet-
ing were council members and the ap-
plicants. It was not until early July that
residents heard about the proposed
Calabogie MotorSports Park. They were
roused by a Stone Lake resident, who
being in proximity to the proposed track
was alarmed at the impact that track
noise might have on her and her neigh-
bours. Also, her vision of Calabogie did
not include a motor sport track. She
raised the alarm with a letter to the Ren-
frew Mercury and very soon the Con-
cerned Citizens of Calabogie (CCC) was
born.

Since then attendance at Council meet-
ings has improved astronomically and

civic participation is not only high, but
also passionate.

While many township residents have
drawn their own conclusions about the
Track issue, not all township residents
live in Calabogie and the existence of a
MortorSports Park will not affect them
personally. No one has conducted a sur-
vey, so it’s unknown what the majority
opinion is on this issue. One certainly
hears arguments for both sides of the
issue with equal force and frequency.
The Madawaska Highlander will not
editorialize with an opinion, which sup- More on pages 12-13

By Bill Graham, Editor

ports one side or the other. Rather, we
think that our responsibility is to pro-
vide a forum and put the views of each
side before the community.

We have done this with this issue of the
paper. In the middle of the paper on
pages 12 and 13 you will find a full page
from the Concerned Citizens of
Calabogie and from Calabogie
MotorSports Park, which states their
respective positions about the Track.

To ensure that you, the reader, get all of
the information that you need to draw
your own conclusions, we will offer both
sides similar space, in the mid-May in-
stalment of the paper, to respond to what
is stated in this issue.

Will everything be resolved by mid-
May? It appears not. At the most recent
meeting of municipal council, a motion
was passed to hold an initial public meet-
ing about the Track and invite submis-
sions from the public. This meeting will
be held on Saturday May 1 at 10:00 a.m.
at the Calabogie Community Centre.
Anyone wishing to get on the agenda at
the meeting must contact the municipal

office by April 28 at 4:00 p.m. to indi-
cate their intention and a copy of their
submission should be supplied prior to
that date.

It should be noted that no decision con-
cerning the Track will be taken at this
meeting.

It is the hope of many residents who are
witnessing this dispute that when a fi-
nal decision is made and the dust has
settled that everyone can remain on good
terms.

Dealing with Outages

The winter of 2003/04 has been kind. It
had something for everyone: snow for
the snowmobilers, cold for ice fishing,
sunshine for other outdoor activities and
low winds for the residents of Denbigh,
Vennachar, Griffith and Matawatchan.
The low winds have meant uninterrupted
electrical power for residents. This con-
trasts with the autumn of 2003 when
power outages were becoming the norm
and local residents were up in arms.

Hydro One, that offspring of the large
Ontario Hydro, met in December with
their enraged customers at a Denbigh
council meeting and residents were fi-
nally able to put a human face on the
largely anonymous Hydro One.

In our December issue, we addressed the
uniqueness of the electrical infrastruc-

ture that services the western extreme
of the township. It is characterized by a
‘pin wheel-like’ line, which extends
north from the Distribution Station at
Mazinaw along Highway 41, circling
Vennachar and Matawatchan and then
closing the loop at Griffith. Two other
legs flare outward; one toward Centen-

By Richard Copeland

Continued on page 3

Volunteer Firefighters

One very early morning (4:15 a.m.)
when I was on my way to work in Ot-
tawa, I encountered swiftly moving
flashing lights—in complete silence—
coming out of Griffith and approaching
me on the Matawatchan Road. It was
two fire trucks from station #2 in Griffith
on the way to a call. That encounter re-
inforced the idea that these volunteer
firefighters are really always on call.

Sometimes firefighters rush from home
or even work for a false alarm or for an
alarm triggered by a small chimney fire
that is easily dealt with, but on other
occasions the fire is major, where homes
are destroyed and lives are at risk. When
they arrive on the scene of a major fire
it can take all of their effort and possi-
bly most of their day—or night, to con-
tain it. It’s at times like these when their

By Bill Graham

extensive training pays off. On average,
our Fire Department responds to from
50 to 60 alarms a year. Station #1 in the
Calabogie area, with its larger popula-
tion, gets about 75% of the calls and
Station #2 in Griffith gets the remain-
ing 25%.

Continued on page 2
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Volunteer Firefighters
Continued from page 1

Extensive training
At least as much time, or more, is spent
on training as is spent on firefighting and
emergency response. The Fire Depart-
ment training program is based on the
Office of the Fire Marshal (OFM) Fire-
fighter Curriculum; supplemented with
International Fire Service Training As-
sociation (IFSTA), Action Training Sys-
tems Inc., Delmar, MNR, and any other
training manuals/videos/CDs that are
available.

First Aid, CPR, defibrillator, oxygen
therapy, and trauma management train-
ing occurs once a year and is adminis-
tered by HeartSafe Emergency Medical
Solutions of Ottawa under the direction
of David Brisson (Regional Director of
Education). CPR and defibrillator
recertification occurs on a yearly basis,
with First Aid recertification being done
every two years. In the alternate years,
First Aid review and the use of scenarios
is completed in the place of
recertification.

Firefighters are expected to commit at
least 6 hours a month for training ses-
sions, in addition to their attendance at
regular meetings and response to actual
calls.

In addition to training, firefighters are
also required to be familiar with the
equipment that they will be using and
the area they will be responding in, be
physically fit, self-motivated, disci-
plined, have good judgement and be
team players, among other qualifica-
tions.

Dedicated volunteers
These are dedicated volunteers; they
certainly are not doing it for the money.
The Fire Department is staffed entirely
with “volunteer” firefighters. The fire-
fighters are members of Station #1 in
Calabogie or Station #2 in Griffith. The

number of members on the Fire Depart-
ment ranges from 20-30.  Most are men,
but there are two women working with
them as firefighters. Each firefighter re-
ceives a salary, paid 4x each year, based
on $12/hour for attendance at training
sessions, incidents, and some additional
duties (approved by the Fire Department
Executive). Officers also receive an ad-
ditional monthly salary for the position
of responsibility they hold.

Firefighter is a general term because
these volunteers are involved in more
than fire scenes and emergency inci-
dents. They are also involved in rescue
operations, fire prevention and public
educational programs, with an empha-
sis on school fire safety programs.

Emergency incidents can cover anything
– brush fires, structure fires, motor ve-
hicle accidents, snowmobile accidents,
alarm activations, false alarms, and natu-
ral or man-made disasters. All incidents
must be responded to with the same
speed and professionalism. One such
emergency was the tragic event at High
Falls in June 2002. The Greater
Madawaska Fire Department was the
first to respond to that incident.

In rescue operations firefighters free
trapped victims from a variety of situa-
tions, such as motor vehicle accidents,
cave-ins, structure collapses, flood wa-
ters, chemical spills, and all kinds of
unusual occurrences.

Fire Department History
The Calabogie area has had a Fire De-
partment since the late 1950s when, with
the help of the Calabogie Lion’s Club, a
1946 GMC pumper truck was purchased
from the Marathon Fire Department for
about $5,000. This truck served the com-
munity for about 20 years, until 1976.
Prior to this, Our Most Precious Blood
Catholic Church had a pump that was
used to fill cisterns for local residents.
In the event of a fire, the pump was used
by whoever was available at the time to

assist in the extinguishment of the fire.
Equipment, Fire Department facilities
and the number of volunteers have ex-
panded over the years.

Today the Fire Department in Calabogie
is Station #1 and the current apparatus
it houses are:

• 1975 5-speed Thibault pumper,
equipped with a 625 GPM Thibault
pump and 500 gallon water tank
(purchased new from Thibault in
1974 for $65,000)

• 1978 International 10-speed tanker,
capable of delivering about 1,800
gallons of water

• 1981 International 10-speed tanker
with air brakes, capable of deliver-
ing about 2,000 gallons of water
(former township plow truck)

• 1986 GMC 4X4 ¾-ton truck
(former township plow truck)

• 1993 Ford F450 rescue truck
(former RCMP command post).

For many years the former Township of
Griffith and Matawatchan was without
any fire protection other than an agree-
ment with the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources for the extinguishments of bush
fires. This changed in early 2001 when
Station #2 opened it doors for operation.
This second hall was a direct result of
amalgamation, the resulting size of the
newly formed township, and a need for
911 services in the area. The personnel
were recruited late in 1999 and com-
pleted about a year of training before
they started responding to actual calls.

The hall itself was an addition to the
existing Department of Public Works
garage at 25991 Highway #41 in
Griffith. The apparatus this hall currently
contains are:

• 1976 Thibault pumper (purchased
from the CFB Petawawa Fire
Department for about $10,000),
equipped with a 625 GPM Hale
pump and 500 gallon tank

• 1986 Ford 10-speed tanker with air
brakes (donated by Tom Carty),
capable of delivering about 2,200
gallons of water.

The Greater Madawaska Fire Depart-
ment is responsible for firefighting and
emergency response for a geographic
area in excess of 1,000 square miles and
is always in need of firefighters. How-
ever, you need to have the right stuff.
Firefighting can be dangerous and one
needs to be a skilled and dedicated pro-
fessional while being a volunteer. One
also needs the support of family and
one’s employer to be effective.
Firefighting is time consuming, physi-
cally demanding and can be ugly. It’s
not for everyone.  However, if you are
interested in volunteering you should
contact:

• Fire Chief Chris Naismith at
752-0331

• Station Chief (Calabogie) Leonard
Emon at 752-0219 or 752-2485
(message)

• Station Chief (Griffith) Gary Peters
at 333-5523 or 333-1529 (message)

Our volunteer firefighters deserve a lot
of credit and our gratitude for doing the
essential job they do. If you have ever
had the misfortune of needing their serv-
ice you will know how thankful you are
that they are there for you.

Editor’s note: The May issue of The
Madawaska Highlander will provide
advice on open air burning for the spring
and on the Community Emergency
Management measures being under-
taken by the municipality.

DID YOU KNOW...

It is easier to get forgiveness than
permission.

STATION #1
(CALABOGIE)

Christopher Naismith Chief
Leonard Emon Station Chief
Gilles AuCoin Captain
(Fire suppression/Communications)
Earle Fraser Captain
(Training/Equipment)
Todd MacDonald Captain
(Apparatus/Administration)
Mike Allen Firefighter
Marc Berniquez Firefighter
Frank Brohart Firefighter
Kevin Coupal Firefighter
Charles Gay Firefighter
Grenville Goodwin Firefighter
Leon Mulvihill Firefighter
David Ripmeester Firefighter
Robin Wright Firefighter
Dwayne Emon Maintenance

STATION #2
(GRIFFITH)

Gary Peters Station Chief
Ken Birkett Captain
(Training/Administration)
Scott MacDonald Captain
(Fire suppression/Communications)
David Van Iderstine Captain
(Apparatus/Equipment)
Morgan Adams Firefighter
Joshua Halliday Firefighter
Sherry Halliday Firefighter
Neal Heuvelmans Firefighter
Terry Holtzhauer Firefighter
Allan Pennock Firefighter
Dwaine Pickering Firefighter
Janice Roche Firefighter
Paul Thomson Firefighter
David Wagstaff Firefighter
Mark Peters Maintenance
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Dealing with Outages
nial Lake (up Centennial Lake Road)
and the other that continues north from
Griffith to Khartum where it ends. The
feed from Mazinaw or Northbrook, fur-
ther south, is the only source of power
to the line; it is not a grid connection in
the sense of multiple sources. This F1
feed is unique in that it is the only line
in Ontario that transforms from 230KV
to its 7.2KV transmission voltage.

Meeting with Hydro One
At the Denbigh meeting, Hydro One
came to address two issues: the indus-
trial size generator placed at Griffith and
then removed when it couldn’t be made
to work and the two long outages expe-
rience by residents just prior to the meet-
ing in December.

The presentation was led by Dave Robb,
Superintendent, ‘East Central Zone’.
The generator as explained in the past
issue of The Madawaska Highlander
couldn’t be made to work and high
winds were the cause of the two long
outages experienced by residents. Eve-
ryone there had already figured that out.

The people from the area had come for
three major issues: some wanted to hear
when and how they could expect reli-
able electrical service; some were look-

Continued from page 1

ing for compensation for devices (elec-
tronics and compressor equipment
mostly) destroyed by the brownout lev-
els of toxic voltages; and others were
seeking a means to communicate di-
rectly with Hydro One when an outage
occurred. The first two concerns were
left unsatisfactorily resolved and for the
third issue, residents were told to con-
tact Hydro call-in centers and listen for
information that Hydro provides through
local radio stations. Residents were also
told that municipal reeves have been is-
sued a 1-800 number for direct commu-
nication with Hydro One.

Other information from the meeting in-
cluded that Hydro One spent $400K on
F1 line maintenance in our area and that
they thought it was a lot of money. For
the thousand customers on the line, that
would about $400 per year per customer,
less than one would likely spend in a
year on maintaining one’s car. The call
center is no longer local and it is diffi-
cult to communicate with it since the
phone lines are often overloaded during
a power failure and when your call does
get through there are no local personnel
with local knowledge to understand the
situation. Call center staff were criticized
for “treating us like dummies.”

We can be sympathetic. During the last
storm before this meeting, Hydro One
had 62 emergency calls and 51 men
available. And we found they do have
measures dictated by the Ontario Energy
Board (OEB). On emergencies they have
120 minutes to respond and a target
measure of 80%. They scored 93%, so
they do better than the target measure,
and we congratulate them on that. How-
ever, I can think of no other industry with
customer service measures so low. OEB

should be looking at far tougher meas-
ures.

Forestry work might help
In short, we lose our power due to storms
and line maintenance. The customers at
the meeting attacked the brushing meth-
ods and criticized Hydro for insufficient
clearing along the lines. Hydro re-
sponded that they needed 120-foot clear-
ances and private property owners would
not agree to that.  They also advised that
the seven year brushing cycle was
changed to six years. A member of the
audience pointed out that much of the
land is Crown property and Hydro can
cut on that. If Hydro did that 120-foot
cutting on Crown land, the reduction of
outages due to ice and wind would be
directly reduced in proportion to that
cutting activity. Further, we believe that
Hydro would be advised to approach
every private property owner for permis-
sion to clear. A 40% reduction in nearby
trees would result directly in a 40% re-
duction in probable failures. We should
get everything we can out of more for-
estry activity on the part of Hydro.

Any possibility of feeding from other
locations was dismissed as too costly.
Dave Robb roughly estimated that we
are looking at 60 km and approximately
$10 million of cost – a lot of money. A
solution, which provided grid supply of
power to the area, would have to be a
political one. Consequently Hydro One
would do well to address the foresting
issue since it is a non-political solution.

How the customer can help
We, the customers, can improve power
restoration time if we turn off appliances
and heating loads that will be demand-
ing power immediately upon power re-

sumption. Unplug the fridge, freezer, air
conditioner, furnace and water pump and
leave on a small light to signal you that
power is restored. This would greatly
reduce Hydro’s problem with cold load
pick up during power resumption.

Maintenance is scheduled for the F1 line
in Mazinaw this month. Upgrading the
Mazinaw Distribution Station could take
one month and the feed for our area will
be coming from further south in
Northbrook during this period. This
could mean outages in March, but not
necessarily. Be prepared for that. With-
out the political intervention to solve this
problem, you are on your own.

In this issue we begin to address solu-
tions. Not the ‘water in the tub’ and ‘buy
beans’ stuff, but what you can do to sup-
ply yourself with electricity. To start we
will return to the ‘Delco’ solution men-
tioned in the earlier article, by investi-
gating the gas generator option. This
article is published immediately below.

In the May issue we will explore bat-
tery and inverter backup, with a quick
look into supporting those components
with renewable forms of energy.

Dealing with Outages: The Generator Solution
By Richard Copeland
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Dave Robb of Hydro One

Continued on page 4

As I mentioned in my December arti-
cle, back in the pre-electrification days
of the 1950s in our area some residents
used a ‘Delco’, which, was the predeces-
sor of the modern gas generator. Gaso-
line powered and likely 25 cycle, folks
wrestled them into running to supply
themselves with limited power.

“What goes around comes around” and
we are more and more frequently back
to alternative power generation again.
Our first recommendation to survive
blackouts is a generator. Having an al-
ternative source of electrical power is
more critical today since we have been
lulled into “living better electrically”.
Back in the nuclear days, the promise
of Hydro suppliers was that electricity
would be so cheap that a meter need not
be installed at your home.

With convenience and promise in mind
we find ourselves needing the stuff and
are now burdened with energy demand-
ing refrigerators, freezers, water pumps,
furnaces, air conditioning, lighting and
entertainment devices, ad nauseum. We
need it and our supplier has demon-
strated unreliability.

The least expensive alternative
Gasoline generators are the least expen-
sive of the types available, they are easy
to move, gas is in good supply and if
small enough, these generators are fairly
easy to start. Prices vary broadly, rang-
ing from $700 to $1800 for a variety of
good units. There are also good diesel
and propane units around, but the cost
does increase for these devices. How-
ever, they do offer advantages such as
less hassle with fueling on propane and

better efficiency with diesel (i.e. cheaper
to operate). Most homes in our area
should do fine with a generator in the 5
to 7.5KW range, but you should con-
sider what you want to connect to it in
terms of the energy demand—consider
what you really need.

If you are powering a fridge, freezer, a
motor (say for heating), a water pump
and key lights and a TV, you should be
fine in this range. Leave your electric
stove off-line. If you are going to move
the generator around (don’t leave it ex-
posed to the weather) you could consider
a unit with wheels. Pull cord starting is
not news to folks out here, but if you’re
tired of pulling that cord you can get
electric start, which will add from $200
to $500 to the price. If you chose a gen-
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Dealing with Outages:
The Generator Solution
Continued from page 3

TESLA, Hydro and Posterity
By Doug Smith

With so much in the news lately about
Hydro, I’d like to step back and reflect
for a moment on where hydroelectricity
came from. Who invented electricity?
Not who experimented with it, but who
brought it to humanity?

Normally the answer is Edison, which
is wrong. Thomas Edison was a tinkerer
compared to Tesla, Nikola Tesla, inven-
tor of the polyphase alternating current
system—the electrical power system
today employed worldwide.

Tesla was a Serb who immi-
grated to New York in 1884 at
the age of 27 and four years
later presented his electrical
system to the world. This sys-
tem included not only the gen-
eration and distribution of
electricity over long distances,
but the motors, transformers,
and other devices that put the
electricity to practical use at
the receiving end of the sys-
tem. All this invented by a sin-
gle man. He built the world’s first hy-
droelectric plant in 1895 at Niagara Falls
which made Buffalo the world’s first city
to have electric power that was gener-
ated miles away.

Reflecting on the importance of electric-
ity compared to other inventions in de-
veloping human abilities, only one even
comes close — fire. In order to find the
inventor of fire we have to cheat a little
and make him a god — Prometheus —
the Greek god who stole fire from the
other gods so it could benefit humans.

Now if your only competition for the
Who’s Given the Most to Humanity
Award is a god, you would think at least
a Nobel Prize would be forthcoming.
But Tesla was a Serb in New York while

rumblings of a war with Germany were
heard everywhere, and he had just shown
America’s greatest inventor to be a tink-
erer. When World War 1 began with a
Serb killing the Austrian emperor, Tesla
was relegated to obscurity. No Serbs
were going to be lionized in the good
old US of A. The only people who paid
any attention to Tesla for the remainder
of his life were a few friends and the
FBI.

As a footnote to this tale of
virtue unrewarded, Tesla also
invented radio, had his ideas
stolen by Marconi (an Italian
government agent), and not
until 1943 did the US Su-
preme Court void Marconi’s
patent and uphold Tesla’s,
after all the patents involved
had expired. Tesla died sev-
eral months before the
court’s decision at the age of
86.

So the next time your hydro
is down and you crank up the generator
(Tesla) or light a candle (Prometheus),
think of an old man feeding the pigeons
from his Manhattan hotel room window,
alone and unknown even though he
brought humans electricity. Makes one
reflect on what else he might have done
if the world hadn’t turned its back on
him.

For more on Nikola Tesla see the PBS
documentary “Tesla: Master of Light-
ning” in April or read “Tesla” by
Margaret Cheney.

Editor’s note: Doug Smith is a resident
of New York who spends as much time
as he can in the Griffith-Matawatchan
area and was a loyal contributor to the
earlier version of the Highlander.

** WE  ARE  EXPANDING **

Complete Line of:

• GREETING CARDS
• GIFT BAGS  AND BOXES
• WRAPPING PAPER
• RIBBONS AND BOWES
• GIFT BASKETS

156 Bridge St., Denbigh, Ontario K0J 2RO
613-333-1077

Groceries, Sundries, Tobacco Products
Hunting & Fishing Supplies

ED & Barb Villamere, Proprietors

***** AT YOUR SERVICE *****

BERNDT’S GARAGE
Denbigh, Ontario K0H 1L0

Day: 333-2744
Night: 333-2203

• We do repair on all makes of cars and light trucks
• D.O.T. Safety Checks
• 24 hour towing

USED CARS FOR SALE

Sold with one year power-train warranty and E-test

erator at 7KW or over, you might con-
sider electric start, they begin to be
brutes to fire up at that size. A 7KW
generator with electric start retails at
$1748.

In the cold of the winter, it is wise to
store the generator in a warm place.
When the engine oil freezes up you will
likely pull the whole unit and not turn
the engine. And with this new piece of
equipment you will add maintenance to
your list of chores for oil and filter
changes. Don’t forget to keep fuel on
hand, gasoline pumps don’t work dur-
ing power outages unless the local out-
let owner runs his own generator.

Now on the market are propane fueled
generators, which turn on automatically
on loss of electric power and off on con-
firmed power restoration. They are
weather protected and install perma-
nently outside the home. The units start
at $4278 for 10KW) and $4754 for
12KW. The labour to install them is
steep at about $3300 and includes a
mounting pad, permits, sub panels and
initial burn in and adjustments. These
generators would even look after things
while you were away.

If you have a ‘deep well’ pump you will
likely need a generator with 120/240Volt
output. The well pump is one area of
difficulty in that you need to change the
wiring to allow the pump to be fed by
generator power. And if you have cen-
tral heating there is a similar issue in
providing proper electrical connections.
Under no circumstances should you
connect the generator to your load
center in the house, either directly or
by utilizing a stove or dryer outlet to
provide a back-fed circuit. This prac-
tice is in violation of the electrical code
and more importantly your generator

voltage would leave your home through
the hydro lines and be boosted to high
voltage, potentially causing a serious
injury or death to Hydro line workers.
For your other home devices and appli-
ances you will need to drag around ex-
tension cords and plug them in, and if
that doesn’t sound like fun, perhaps you
should consider a better solution.

A better solution
The better solution is a properly con-
nected generator transfer panel, and if
you are not an electrician you would be
wise to hire one for this installation. The
generator transfer panel allows one con-
nection to the generator, which supplies
electricity to an isolated section of your
panel (or a sub panel), which feeds pre-
selected critical loads in the home
through its normal circuitry. The trans-
fer panel and breakers should cost in the
area of $200 and installation labour will
vary greatly depending on your situa-
tion. I have heard figures ranging from
$700 to $1200 including all materials.

The transfer panel must conform to the
Ontario Electric Code and coordinate
with the grounding of the generator you
connect to it. The ease of operation for
this set up is well worth the effort. One
cord to plug in and a pair of interlocked
circuit breakers to operate and you’re
powered. Once power has been restored
by Hydro, you can reverse the inter-
locked breakers and simply shut down
the generator. The transfer panel sce-
nario also looks after the tricky 240Volt
devices by design. As an added bonus,
having your critical loads off line at the
time when Hydro workers are restoring
power, eases the delays involved with
cold load pick-up.

Next in the series: Batteries and invert-
ers, and a peek at renewable energy.
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Could you ask for more?
Be Risk Free & Save Money   ….

“If you’re not happy, we’ll cancel the listing ! Guaranteed !”

Greater Madawaska’s Real Estate Brokerage
now offers full MLS & Realtor Professional services

With Commissions as low as 1%

David Lester,
Your Real Estate Broker

Calabogie        613-752-2882

4321 Calabogie Rd., Calabogie Ontario, K0J 1H0

 Our Website is: www.davidlester.ca
           Email to: david@davidlester.ca
    Our Phone is: (613) 752 - 2882
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GRIFFITH-MATAWATCHAN NEWS
By Garry Ferguson

MATAWATCHAN HALL
The interior of the old hall is a lot
brighter these days.  Bored patrons
should now feel much cheerier staring
at those clean pine-covered walls rather
than at the old paneling.

The Board (not to be confused with the
above-mentioned bored) wishes to thank
all the good local business folk who con-
tributed to the success of the New Years
Eve party through their generous dona-
tions.  The event was well supplied with
door and spot prizes provided by the
following establishments: The
Matawatchan Country Store, The Eagles
Rest, Lacourse Building & Hardware
Center, Rapid’s End Country Store, Pine
Valley Restaurant & Variety, Griffith
Building Supplies Inc., J. Scott
MacDonald Contracting, Leanne’s Hair
Styling, Swiss Inn Motel & Restaurant,
Berndts Garage and 41 Stop Inc.

The Friday night euchre and dart bash
seems to have accomplished the desired
results: that is to help banish our collec-
tive winter blaahs and to pick up a few
coins to pay the oil man.  Though this
activity will cease in the April, there is
still a few weeks left for those wishing
to get in on the action.  Stay in touch for
info regarding startup in the fall.  Those
interested in celebrating the return of our
beloved black flies should keep an eye
out for posters announcing the Hall’s
Black Fly Dance on May 22.  There will
be live music.

Though no soliciting will take place,
local businesses may donate items or
material for projects and to display

names or logos, as advertisement, on
these items.  In most cases, conception
and promotion of such projects will be
left to individual business owners.  One
exception will be the purchase and in-
stallation of a new flagpole.  Though the
Board is prepared to carry out this
project, the names or logos of any do-
nors will be placed on the base.

THE FISH AND GAME CLUB
The George Kelly Memorial, this year,
was awarded to Al Pennock for a pike
of 21.5  pounds, Cliff Holleran for a
pickerel of five pounds,  Jacques
Lalonde for a three-pound bass and
Andy Lacourse for his four-pound trout.
Since Cliff’s winning of a trophy has
become routine – he won a tournament
with an 11-ounce minnow once – club
officials are considering metal detectors
to determine if there is a correlation be-
tween his winning ways and a scarcity
of nuts and bolts at the Possum Lodge
workshop during fishing season.

Winter activities include some feeding
of Bambi this winter, the Ice Fishing
Derby on Saturday, February 21 and a
Watercraft Safety Course during the
month of March.  There will be a cost,
for this course, to those over the age of
15 years.

The Club is 100 percent behind the
Calabogie Fish and Game Club in its
effort to have the ATV Act changed to
allow the use of these vehicles on local
roads in Greater Madawaska.

For information regarding the Club or
its activities, contact President Karen
Gaulin at 333 – 1206.

HERE AND THERE - BUT NOT
EVERYWHERE
It seems that most members of our clergy
in this area have retired recently, will
retire soon or will leave soon.  Those
inclined toward a bit of paranoia might
think our deodorant is breaking down
or they’re giving up because of our
wicked ways?  Well, if that’s the case,
they’re not admitting to it.  Reverend
Glenn Kaufeldt of Hill Top Tabernacle
retired in January and Reverend
Raymond Klatt, of Vennchar Free Meth-
odist, is planning to do the same - soon.
Tis a far better place to which Reverend
Angela Corey of the Shutt, Denbigh and
Matawatchan United Churches, is go-
ing – just ask any Blue Noser.  She leaves
for Nova Scotia in July.  Reverend
Joseph Legree, pastor at Our Lady of
The Holy Rosary Church, plans to re-
tire in August or September of 2005.  By
that time, Father Joe will have been or-
dained for 49 years.

Starting in May, Roy Berndt will be free
(a little freer) to pursue his hobbies –
driving a tow-truck, fixing old engines
and selling vehicles. Doesn’t sound that
different from what he’s been doing for
decades, does it?  The engines however,
are snorting, ancient one-lungers, older
than most of us.   At last count he had
13 in his collection, including the one-
piston engine from an Ottawa Saw my
grandfather bought around the end of
WWII.  There’s also a 1929 Model A to
be rebuilt – in case he gets a spare mo-
ment now and then.  Though Roy will
carry on with the dealership and tow-
ing, son Ken Berndt will take over the
repair garage end of the business.  I’d
love to see the Model A when it’s fin-
ished, but I’ll pass on the old Ottawa.

Just seeing it brings on horrible flash-
backs to Saturdays and school holidays
spent contravening all the child-labour
laws while wrestling slabs and poles to
be cut on the darned thing.

The villagers of Matawatchan should
know that the eyeball operation on one
of their fellow citizens was so success-
ful that she can see around corners.  Peo-
ple as far away as Griffith should keep
the shades drawn if they plan any hanky
panky.

THE NORTHERN LIGHTS
SENIORS’ CLUB
A rash of power outages prompted the
Lights to form a committee to compile
a list of seniors in the Matawatchan-
Denbigh-Griffith area who may require
assistance during an emergency.  Five
to six families or individuals were as-
signed to a volunteer pair that will carry
out telephone checks and take further
action when necessary.  Carol Anne
Kelly, who chaired the committee, was
offered the full cooperation of Station
Two Fire Chief Gary Peters and the as-
surance of all brigade facilities during a
crisis.  A “We Care Emergency List” has
been distributed to the volunteers and
to all seniors on the list.

The Club’s monthly meetings and so-
cial activities are held alternately in
Griffith and Matawatchan.  Anyone – 50
years (that’s half a century) and riper,
may join by plunking down just 15
loonies for the year.  That’s the best bar-
gain in town.  For information contact
Membership Chair Jackie Jenks at
333-1082.

Denbigh Checking In !!!

Several months have gone by and very
quickly it seems. The weather has been
going through many changes. It keeps
everyone guessing as to what is com-
ing in the next hour!!!! All houses have
surely needed extra heat as the tempera-
ture drops to 40 degrees below zero. The
oil and the wood have gone down stead-
ily as we have tried to keep warm!!!

And how are the birds doing?  Are you
being visited by any of our ‘feathered
friends’ who may need your help for
food to keep alive through the long cold
spells we are experiencing? If you like
to see Red Polls, Blue Jays Chickadees,
Grosbeaks or Woodpeckers, some seeds
will need to be placed in feeders for
them. An interesting fact about Red
Polls—this tiny bird has a small pouch
on one side of the esophagus, and when

it is extremely cold, it fills this pouch
with unhusked seed, and then retreats
to a warmer or less windy site to cough
them up and eat them.

In December as I was doing dishes, a
white bird landed on the peaked roof of
our porch. I thought, “Oh what a beau-
tiful dove”!  I got my camera and took
three photos, which I e-mailed to Jim
Ferguson, (bird-man) for the Renfrew
Mercury. He said he thought it was a
‘partial albino pigeon.’

NEWS FROM DENBIGH PUBLIC
SCHOOL

On Tues.Jan.27/04 the students and staff
participated in their first school READ-
A-THON and had a great day!

On February 9 at 9:00 a.m. students,
parents and visitors attend  Denbigh

Public  School Speaking Competition
.Winners move forward to the Legion
Public Speaking Competition held at
Northbrook Legion Hall Fri. Feb. 13/
04.

On February 11, the Junior Class travel
to Queen’s University in Kingston to
listen to a symphony and take part with
a dance that they had prepared.

February 12— School Spirit Day —
“Red and White”. Spirit Days are days
are like theme days, where students
might, for example, dress in ‘red and
white’ for that day.

On February 25— Denbigh Public
School travel to North Addington Edu-
cation Centre and take part in “Dan the
music man” literacy program.

March 11— School Spirit Day - Clown

NEWS FROM DENBIGH
PUBLIC LIBRARY

OPEN:
Tuesday: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Thursday: 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. - 12 noon

 - New Monthly releases
 - 60 new large print books
 - Scholastic (text) books monthly
 - Internet library sign-up, where stu-
dents look up books while online
 - Computers/Internet
 - Reference books

Coming  soon:  two  new computers
and  wheel chair access  to the Library
and its services.

By Evelyn Inwood
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RENEWAL

The Easter season comes upon us,
As flowers begin to bloom.
They fill the earth with gladness,
As they drive away winter’s gloom.

On trees which have lain dormant,
Leaves burst forth once more.
Dressing each tree in a garment
As soft as green velour.

And I get a feeling deep inside,
God’s opening up a door.
To show us why His son had died,
To renew our faith once more!

What are friends?
Friends are angels who lift us to our feet
when our wings have trouble remember-
ing how to fly!

(Thanks - Ruth Stanfel and Ruby
Malcolm)

Greater Madawaska Literary
Matters
By Mary-Joan Hale
In the basement of the Township build-
ing is a treasure that belongs to all citi-
zens of Greater Madawaska. Take a trip
in and see what you own. It’s all yours!
It’s the Library.

Libraries are not just about books any
more. There is, however, a good collec-
tion of fiction and non-fiction titles. If
we do not have what you need, we have
access to an interlibrary loan service. If
you wish a quick read or the latest news
on your hobby, try one of the magazines
the Library carries.

Thanks to Community Access Program
(CAP) grants from Industry Canada and
from the Ministry of Culture of Ontario,
we now have four on-line computers for
public use. It is a high-speed connec-
tion due to an initiative between Bell
Canada and Southern Ontario Library
Services (SOLS). There is also an off-
line station for word processing use. One
of our volunteers, newly appointed Trus-
tee John Allerton is giving a computer
course on Monday afternoons until the
end of April. Call in and add your name
to the waiting list for future session.

Our Mission Statement commits us to
‘literacy for all ages’. On Tuesday morn-
ings the place rings with the sounds of
children. A Pre-school program gives
wee ones a head-start to reading and
book appreciation. Every six weeks a
public health nurse visits the program
to give healthy hints to the children, meet
with the parents, and weigh and check
the infants.

During the summer, children can par-
ticipate in a reading program sponsored

by the TD Bank. SOLS distributes the
materials produced by the Toronto Pub-
lic Library.

Thanks to a Trillium Grant for small li-
braries, we are commencing an
Intergenerational approach to literacy. A
new ‘Snuggle-up-and-Read’ area has
been purchased so families can share
books together. We hope to enrol senior
volunteers to read to children. Through
this grant, our collection is being en-
larged with an emphasis on our wonder-
ful Canadian authors of children’s lit-
erature.

In the audio-visual department, we have
books on tape for adults and children.
For the visually impaired, we offer many
titles from the CNIB. Soon many of the
Munsch children’s books will be avail-
able on video thanks to the Trillium
grant.

NEW ADDITIONS:
Children: The greedy little gobbler by
Tony Ross; Clothes by Van Gool; Things
to make for Easter by Eric Kenneway; I
can spell words with three letters by
Anna Nilsen.

Parenting: Bad stuff in the news by
Marc Gellman.

Youth: The stalker; Summer of
change—both by H.J. Lewis.

The Library Board hopes to offer remote
services to patrons outside Calabogie in
Wards 2 and 3. A citizens’ committee is
forming to investigate the options.
Please call the library if you wish to par-
ticipate in this group.

Come in to get your card and see our
new automated system. There is no
charge to join as long as you live in
Greater Madawaska. Renewals can be
made by telephone or email and we have
a drop box outside for after hours.

Library Board: John Loten, Debbie
Smaggus, Sally Schmidt, Gail McEvoy,
John Allerton, and Isabel Kristijan
(Council Representative).

CAO/Librarian: Mary-Joan Hale
4984 Calabogie Road, Calabogie;
Librarian: mjhale@post.library.on.ca
Renewals gmpl@post.library.on.ca
(613) 752-2317

Diabetes Information Sessions
By Barbara Doyle

For those of us who have Diabetes 2,
and are not Insulin-dependent, keeping
to a good regime of diet and exercise
sometimes falls by the wayside. Every
now and then we need gentle reminders
to put us back on the straight and nar-
row path. One way to do this is to at-
tend the Information Sessions offered by
the Canadian Diabetes Association
(CDA). They are located in Pembroke,
at 22 Pembroke Street West. The ses-
sions are directed by a nurse-practioner
and are very informative. You receive all
the encouragement you need to test your
blood sugars, follow your diet and all
important, doing that exercise.
The schedule for the spring sessions fol-
lows.

March 9, 2004:
Diabetes & Male Sexuality, Dr. Scott
Murray, Guest Speaker.
7.00 pm CDA Meeting Room

March 16, 2004:
Outreach TBA/Walk-in Consult with
Nurse, 1:00 p.m.

March 23, 2004:
Beachburg-Cobden Clinic

The telephone number for CDA,
Pembroke is: 613-735-1605, if you want
to check for further sessions. So if you
want an outing to visit Pembroke, take
a friend, have lunch and attend the ses-
sion of your choice.

DID YOU KNOW...

Eat well, stay fit, die anyway. (Just
remember how lucky you were to
get a free trip around the sun.)

Birthdays are good for you; the
more you have, the longer you live.

GARBAGE DISPOSAL: WINTER HOURS

Winter hours for garbage disposal are in effect beginning
November 1, 2003.)

Norway Lake Transfer Station
Only bagged household garbage and recyclables are accepted at
the transfer station.

Sunday and Holiday Mondays Noon to 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to Noon
Saturday 8:00 a.m. to Noon

Black Donald
Sunday and Holiday Mondays 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Mount St. Patrick
Sunday and Holiday Mondays 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Griffith
Sunday and Holiday Mondays Noon to 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 10:00 a.m. to Noon

Matawatchan
Sunday and Holiday Mondays 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday 3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Denbigh
Wednesday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Thursday 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 1:00p.m.

MacAvoy
Wednesday 8:00 a.m. to 12 noon
Sunday 10:00 a.m. to 12 noon

Vennachar
Thursday 8:00a.m. to 12 noon
Saturday 2:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Have you read the news today?
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Embarrassing Moments
By Garry  Ferguson

 I’d like to believe that the jokers who
pass around those decades-old myths re-
counting tales of extreme embarrass-
ment have noble motives.  These yarns
may permit those of us who are masters
of the faux pas to take comfort from the
knowledge that no matter how much we
make ourselves feel like dorks, it
could’ve been worse.  For instance,
there’s the one about a ringing telephone
interrupting a couple that had ended up
“playing house” while planning their
upcoming wedding.  The naked bride to-
be, on a playful impulse, jumped on her
naked beau’s back as he descended the
darkened stairs to answer the call.  When
they reached the living room, the lights
went on as a room full of kith and kin
hell bent on a Jack and Jill party yelled,
“Surprise.”  A bladder-releasing predica-
ment like that sure helps to make the rest
of us feel pretty darned smug about our
own occasional bits of discomfiture,
doesn’t it?

These worn folktales have now been res-
urrected on the Internet.  Thanks to tech-
nology however, I don’t have to be po-
lite and suffer through another telling by
someone claiming to know someone
who knew someone who was there.  I’m
able to bail out whenever one appears
on the monitor at the Ferguson spread.
By the time I’ve punched the “delete”
button however, it’s usually too late.
Those ugly little demons that serve as
librarians for my private collection of
humiliations, witnessed or suffered, are
already trotting out reruns of scenes I’d
rather forget.

 Our embarrassing screw-ups never
present us at our bright-eyed best, but
when they descend upon us during pub-
lic occasions demanding much decorum
and formality, such as formal balls and
church services, we frantically look for
that proverbial hole in the floor.  At one
such ball in Bramalea, Ontario, a lady,
whom I happen to know very well, se-

dately walked across the dance floor
nodding and smiling at acquaintances as
she returned to her table from the wash-
room.  Only when she went to sit down
did she realize that she had paraded in
front of half the city’s population with
the back of her skirt tucked into her
panty hose.  The fact that another woman
later emerged to prance, like a model on
the runway, across the floor with a
streamer of bathroom tissue fluttering
abaft didn’t serve to make her feel a
whole lot better.

My favorite booboo-at-the-ball story
involved a friend of mine who, while at
RCAF Station Chatham New Bruns-
wick, found a country dance hall in a
nearby settlement called Bartibog.  The
music, provided by a couple of lads beat-
ing up on an old guitar and an accor-
dion, just wasn’t Down East Music
Awards material, but the people were
friendly and there was an abundance of
girls.  On one particular evening he met
a young lady with whom, it seemed, he
shared a mutual attraction.  After many
dances during which they kept up a
lively conversation, he noticed that she
had begun to act strange, drag her feet
and throw panic-stricken glances over
her shoulders.  Only when he began to
notice those around him, did he realize
that he was waltzing helter-skelter
through a throng of grinning people -
standing at attention.  Even without the
distraction of a pretty girl, he wouldn’t
have recognized the local rendition of
our National Anthem.  He beat a hasty
retreat to his car and never returned to
Bartibog.

There is a reverence associated with
those hallowed places where folks go to
bend the knee that is absent in the places
where they go to kick up their trotters.
For this reason any incident which may
be merely embarrassing at the ball is
elevated to mortifying at the temple.

Whenever my own worst church gaffe
comes to mind, I think of the Cape
Breton comedy team, Hughie and Allen.
They tell of the Sunday when Hughie, a
Protestant, accompanied Allen, a Catho-
lic, to mass.  To avoid looking like a fool,
Hughie imitated his friend through all
the genuflecting, kneeling, standing and
sitting.  About halfway through the serv-
ice Allen turned toward Hughie, sniffed
the air and said, “Did you drop one?”
“No,” said Hughie.  “Was I supposed
to?”

My personal experience of this nature
was more “up-front”, and not at all
funny—at least at the time.  Three of
my Airforce buddies and I rolled out of
bed early on a beautiful Easter Sunday
and headed down to the Protestant
Chapel.  Unfortunately the rest of the
congregation had rolled out even earlier
and had lain claim to the safe seats.  We
were forced to sit ringside – in the front
pew.  Even more unfortunate was the fact
that Easter fell on a Sunday when the
High Anglican form for service was
used.  Given the luxury of a rear seat,
we still would have been hard pressed
to keep up.

Somehow the congregation knew that it
was supposed to lollygag in the seats for
what seemed like an eternity after the
choir had stood for the first hymn.  We
didn’t.

Les, the friend who stood next to me,
was one of those fellows who’s long,
shiny face and high forehead glowed in
tones that alternated between that of an
old radish and a blighted tomato when-
ever he became embarrassed.  I’d swear
that the insides of his rimless glasses
fogged up during extreme cases.  When
I glanced sideways at my three ramrod-
straight companions, I knew that some-
thing had spooked Les because he now
glowed brighter and more colourful than
the stained glass window beyond him.

Struggling to overcome some sort of jaw
paralysis, he managed to croak, “We’re
the only ones standing.”

Glances over our shoulders confirmed
this, but we seemed to think as one in
deciding to brazen it out by remaining
upright until the rest joined us.  Unlike
the rest of us, Les was mercifully spared
from smirks on choir members’ faces,
thanks to his fogged bifocals.

 I still admire those Anglicans for their
patience and tenacity.  When it became
evident that they were going to win the
battle of nerves by remaining in their
seats—for the whole morning if neces-
sary—mass doubt set in.  We sat down.
Our tormenters stood up.  You can bet
that I sang small for the rest of that serv-
ice and, as I recall, it took about a week
for Les’s normal pallor to return.

They say that misery loves company.  If
that’s true then there’s a chance that I’ve
made some recently-mortified readers
realize that they’re not the only klutzs
in the world.  Like the characters circu-
lating those tired urban myths, I may
have stumbled onto a noble motive – but
I don’t think so.  It’s more likely that I
just like to prattle on about such things.

J. Kelly Contracting

New Homes and Renovations

Siding • Soffit • Fascia • Windows / Doors
Quality Workmanship

Licensed Carpenter
Garages • Roofing • Decking • Log Homes

613-433-1035

Pick up or Delivery from 557 Pine St.
Griffith to any location in Renfrew

Monday to Friday

$5.00

Contact Brenda Dool @ 613.333.2296 or
infodool@fyrelytte.net

DID YOU KNOW...

Junk is something you’ve kept for
years and throw away three weeks
before you need it.

Going to a church doesn’t make
you a Christian any more than
standing in a garage makes you a
car.

By the time you can make the ends
meet, they move the ends.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○
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Dear Editor...

I am writing this letter to clarify some
misconceptions spoken to in the inter-
view with Mr. Doyle in your last issue.

Mr. Doyle seemingly indicates Ward
Three has not gotten a good deal finan-
cially and an equitable delivery of serv-
ices from amalgamation and he notes the
distance as a factor.  I find this a remark-
able statement given in his last term as
Reeve of Griffith Matawatchan,  Mr.
Doyle was a strong proponent of amal-
gamating with the Town of Renfrew.  At
the time all three of the former munici-
palities which now comprise Greater
Madawaska removed themselves from
the discussions of amalgamation be-
cause of a concern as to the effective-
ness of such an amalgamation and
whether or not it was feasible and what
exactly were going too be the benefits
of joining with Renfrew to create a
larger, far flung municipality with
the seat of government one hour away.  
I should also note I believe at the time
of amalgamation the tax rate for a ma-
jority of Ward Three residents was lower
than the tax rate of the last year as a stand
alone municipality.   That’s small com-
fort when we all pay more total taxes in
year than we want to.

Mr. Doyle offered an opinion on the
zoning bylaw which seemingly showed
a lack of understanding of the process. 
The zoning bylaw was passed by the

outgoing council, partially as we had
worked a long time on it and we had
promised to have it completed as well
the issues at the time rumoured to be
appealed would not be settled in the
short term, and we needed to get a docu-
ment which made it easier to assist those
who wanted to build or develop.  

The three former municipalities came
into amalgamation with differing devel-
opment histories and as a result there
was not consistency across the munici-
pality with regards to set backs and types
of development.  To continue without a
new comprehensive zoning bylaw would
have likely resulted in a series of hodge
podge planning decisions which would
have caused difficulty trying to justify
why one person in a ward was unable to
do work which was allowed in another
ward.  The zoning history was making
it difficult for our staff as they were hav-
ing to research some of the previous
zonings prior to issuing building permits
and there was a chance of error and
liability.  As well provincial policy
changes and it is necessary to
have municipal bylaws be as current as
possible to reflect these changes. 

With regards to the passing of the zon-
ing bylaw, some of the people in the
audience that night were not happy and
others not there were happy.  The zon-
ing by-law is meant to be a fluid docu-
ment which is amended as situations
arise which need to be addressed.  It does
provide a level playing field for all par-
ties.  It is not a Renfrew County docu-
ment; the County Planning staff devel-
oped it for the municipality after exten-
sive consultation.  Over 250 participants
attended two public meetings and there
were a further 250 plus requests for in-
formation and clarifications.

He also offered a comment on support-
ing the recreation facilities in
Calabogie.  What he forgot to mention
was the municipality has operated the
rink in Griffith and provided a grant to

assist with the operation of the DACA
complex in Ward Two.  He may not have
known the municipality attempted to
operate a summer day camp program in
the Griffith area but it was discontinued
when there were not enough children
enrolled in it.  I can assure you, we have
made efforts and will continue to make
efforts, to ensure we assist the commu-
nity and offer programs equitably across
the municipality.

I should also note since amalgamation
Ward Three has had a surfacing treat-
ment applied to a portion of the Airds
Lake Road and a hill removed with
ditching and culvert replacement on an-
other section of it performed as well. 
The Hutson Lake Road has had a cor-
ner improved which was of concern. 
The Wolf Rapids Road was surfaced. 
The Cooper Hill Road was surfaced. 
The Milty Lake Road was widened and
gravelled.  The municipality also com-
pleted a brushing program in the area
on road sides as well.   All in all ward
three has received a fair share of the
roads budget for the past three years.

In other areas of operation the munici-
pality installed a new furnace at the rink
building in Griffith and assisted the fish
and game club in installing a public boat
launch.   The fire department continues
to acquire new skills and equipment.

This represents a considerable expendi-
ture in ward three as it should as ward
three is an equal partner to the other two
wards in our new municipality.  In the
past, and I trust in the future decisions
on expenditures, will be made on need
and not on geography.   I am concerned
when seemingly careless statements
based in part on not seeking the
information are made. 

Is the municipality in a position to rest
on its laurels? No.  It needs to continue
to ensure the present services offered are
available and at a level of delivery which
is acceptable in all three wards.

Mr. Doyle noted he was in favour of area
rating. If this is true he may want to ad-
vance the argument at the County and
Provincial level which spends 60 - 70
% of your property tax dollar instead of
sawing away at the poor cousin munici-
pal portion which is about 30 % of the
tax bill.  As an example of area rating
consider if everyone under 50 years of
age was allowed to opt out of paying
for the County Homes for the Aged por-
tion of the levy, twenty years ago, where
would the development of the system
have ended up.  Or would there even be
a system.

Area rating is a convenient argument to
get conversation moving but almost im-
possible to implement in a fashion which
will ensure everybody pays a reasonable
and accurate amount for the services
they consume and only the services they
consume.  I would suggest it would be
costly to implement and manage in a
municipality as small as ours.

Zero balanced budgeting is a
pronounced absence of thought and
leadership.  The City of Ottawa is now
in crisis because they tried to fool the
taxpayer by giving grants last year.  By
adopting this approach our municipal-
ity would be leaving a little present
for the future as municipal-
ity infrastructure and equipment wore
out.    A reasonable budgeting process
which includes planned savings and ex-
penditures over a multi year time frame
promotes stability and sound decision
making.   By jumping at every fad you
quickly exhaust yourself and diminish
the trust the community has in your abil-
ity to represent them and to spend their
money with care and forethought.

Thank you for the opportunity to re-
spond to the article and I apologise for
the length.

Peter Emon
Councillor, Ward One
Greater Madawaska

Classified Ads KELLY-PITTMAN
Norman Kelly of Matawatchan, Helene
and Stewart Thomson of Orleans are
pleased to announce the engagement of
their daughter Cindy-Ann Kelly to
Stephen Keith Pittman the son of the late
Keith Pittman, Bev and Earl Spicer of
Brockville. Wedding to take place Oc-
tober 2nd, 2004 in Brockville Ontario.

FOR SALE
 Uniden Ultra Satellite Receiver
$200.00 or best offer. 613-333-2291

20 ACRE HOBBY FARM
FOR SALE  — $125,000
• 3-bedroom Century Log Home
• 1400 square feet: Open concept
• NEW hardwood floors & wrap

around deck
• NEW septic, well, 100 amp. service
• Photos available via e-mail
Matawatchan: 613-333-1484
brad.sharon@northcom.net

SOUNDS OF MUSIC:
COME ONE, COME ALL
St. Andrew’s United Church,
Matawatchan
Saturday, March 20, 2004: 7:00 p.m.
• An evening of inspirational music

and an opportunity to sing along

with local talent
• Light lunch after program
• Freewill offering at door

CONGRATULATIONS!
To Julie and Cory
On the birth of a baby girl
JILLIAN ROSILEE,
6 pounds 2 ounces
FEBRUARY 10, 2004
A little sister for Calieb and Connar

God Bless you all
Love, your Family

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Editor's note: The Madawaska
Highlander welcomes letters to the
editor, but due to space contstraints,
we can can not publish all the sub-
missions we receive. All letters
must include the author's name and
phone number. We reserve the right
to edit letters for brevity, clarity and
good taste. Please limit your letters
ore-mails to 300 words or less. The
one exception will be allowing
Reeve Doyle to respond to Coun-
cillor Emon at equal length should
he wish to do so.

Editor’s note: Classified ads for
The Madawaska Highlander are
priced at $5 for 25 words or less.
Each additional word in an ad or
announcement will be charged at
$0.20 per word.

Contact the Editor to place your
ad for the next edition  in mid-May.
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SWISS INN

MOTEL & RESTAURANT
In the beautiful

DENBIGH HILLS OF MAZINAW COUNTRY

Situated at the junction of Hwys 28 and 41, Swiss Inn is ideally located for the
four season traveller. Surrounded by soft wilderness of woods, pristine lakes and
streams, the area is perfect for summer adventures autumn colour tours and
winter snowmobiling. Swiss Inn offers an upscale country restaurant renowned
for its Swiss and Canadian cuisine and fine wines, served with traditional
hospitality.

OPEN ALL YEAR
Swiss Inn, Denbigh, Ontario,

K0H 1L0
1-800-884-0284 or 613-333-2221

Your Hosts
Werner and Martha Lips

Griffith and Matawatchan area
residents can now purchase
alcoholic beverages locally
By Richard Copeland

After many years of long drives to
Denbigh, Renfrew or Calabogie for a
case of beer or a bottle of wine, Griffith
and Matawatchan area residents now
need go no further than Griffith for their
purchases.

Judy Lacourse and John Lacourse
opened their doors at the Lacourse
Building and Hardware operation in
Griffith on February 2nd as authorized
agents for the LCBO and The Beer
Store. They offer a selection of beer,
wine, and liquors, but what will also
please residents is that the Lacourse
business will also act as a bottle return
for The Beer Store. To better serve their
alcohol purchasing customers, they are
happy to make special orders for prod-
ucts not carried in their current inven-
tory.

This is the third new business opened
by the Lacourse group in the past 2½
years. Other businesses operating from
this location include: Dixie Lee, Hunt-
ing and Fishing equipment and supplies,
General Store, Building Supply, Build-
ing Contracting as well as an outlet for

M&R Feeds for animal feeds and farm
supplies.

Watch for an announcement of their of-
ficial Grand Opening in the next
Madawaska Highlander. These official
opening festivities slated for May will
combine both the LCBO/The Beer Store
and Dixie Lee.

LCBO and The Beer Store hours are:
Mon. to Sat.: 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and
Sundays: 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

CABA Corner
By Bill Graham

CABA is the Calabogie and Area Busi-
ness Association and while the organi-
zation has existed in various forms for
fifteen years, the revitalized association
sporting the new name, has been oper-
ating for about three years. The new
name reflects the growing interest of
Greater Madawaska businesses to join
forces, and not only those in Calabogie,
but also businesses from Burnstown
through to Griffith & Mattawatchan.
CABA is currently being led by Carolyn
Jakes who is co-owner of Knock on
Wood Gallery.

This proactive group has a reputation for
effecting positive changes in the munici-
pality. These changes include assisting
in the design of an economic develop-
ment plan for Greater Madawaska, lob-
bying for cell phone and high speed
Internet access within the municipality,
development of a tourist brochure and
website and improving area signage to
help visitors find their way around for
the benefit of member businesses, and
residents.

As late as November 2002 there were
39 paid up business members. Today that
number has climbed to 83, with the ex-
pectation that more will come on board.
The core group of businesses evolved
in Calabogie, it having the municipali-
ty’s highest concentration of businesses.
In 2003, Burnstown (outside the munici-
pality of Greater Madawaska) joined the
association and most recently businesses
in Griffith and Matawatchan have been
joining.

For a membership fee of $25 for local
businesses it is very good value. CABA
meetings are an ideal format to keep
abreast of what is going on in the mu-
nicipality and a great venue for idea shar-
ing. The Association supports commu-
nity events, such as the Lions Club
Christmas Parade and the Firefighters
Canada Day Celebrations among others.

All businesses in our locale share com-
mon challenges, such as seasonal trade,
local demographics, a limited work force
and restricted communication serv-
ices—all of which can have an impact
on the health of local businesses. By
joining the Association and working as
a united force toward common goals the
efforts of individual businesses are
strenghtened.

These first words concerning ‘CABA
Corner’ are an introduction to the asso-
ciation. CABA Corner will be a regular
column in The Madawaska Highlander.
In the next issue of the paper, in mid-
May, we will feature an index of CABA
businesses and associate members,
which will provide readers with a con-
tact source for local services. In the fol-
lowing issue in early July, we hope to
feature a colour spread, which features
the works of local artists, many of whom
are members of CABA.

There are important developments, en-
couraged by CABA, such as the previ-
ously mentioned initiatives of signs, cell
phones and economic development that
will merit full articles. CABA news, lo-
cal events sponsored by CABA and
maybe profiles of local business ven-
tures will be featured in future issues.

With such a talented, diverse member-
ship I expect there will be many authors
of CABA Corner.

Visit the CABA website (currently be-
ing revamped) at: www.calabogie.org

Avery, Judy and John Lacourse

PAULA’S KRAFT KORNER & GIFT SHOP

• Cards for Every Occasion
• Ornaments, Dinnerware, etc.

• Gift bags, tissue, etc.

• NEW Interact

15 Slate Falls Rd.
Denbigh, Ontario

NEWLY EXPANDED

Store Hours: Tuesday to Saturday
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Sundays & Mondays
613-333-2290

• Crafts
• Avon Products
• Candles and Candle

Accessories
• Gift Certificates

DID YOU KNOW...

Always keep your words soft and
sweet, just in case you have to eat
them.
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Community Calendar
CHURCH SERVICE SCHEDULE

GRIFFITH AND MATAWATCHAN

St. Andrew’s United Church
Sunday Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 8:30 a.m.
Good Friday (April 9)
will be announced
Rev. Angela Cory 333-2381

Our Lady of Holy Rosary Catholic
Church
Griffith
Saturday Mass 7:30 p.m.
Sunday Mass 11:00 a.m.
Esmond
Sunday Mass 9:00 a.m.

Hilltop Tabernacle
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Service 7:00 p.m.

DENBIGH AND VENNACHAR

Vennachar Free Methodist Church
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 11:00 a.m.

Good Friday (April 9) 10:30 a.m.
Easter (April 11) 11:00 a.m.

St. Luke’s United Church
Sunday Worship 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School 10:00 p.m.
Palm Sunday (April 4) 10:00 a.m.
Drop In
Tuesdays 10:00 a.m. to noon
Rev. Angela Cory 333-2381

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Easter (April 11) 9:30 a.m.

The New Apostolic Church
Sunday School 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday 8:00 p.m.
Good Friday (April 9) 10:30 a.m.
Easter (April 11)            10:30 a.m.

CALABOGIE

Calabogie Bible Fellowship –
Congregational Church

COMMUNITY
EVENTS

Matawatchan Hall
- Darts and Euchre
Friday night 7:00 p.m.
- Spaghetti Dinner
(March 13) 5:00 to7:00 p.m.
- Pancake Brunch
April 4, 11:00a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
- Fish Fry – May 8, 5:00  to 7:00 p.m.

Griffith-Matawatchan Fish & Game
Water Craft Safety Course – in May
Under 16 years – Free
16 years or over - $50
Call Al Pennock – 333-2390

Hunter Safety & Firearms Course
April 30, Call Karen Gaulin – 333-1206

Bird House Building
Saturday April 24 at the Hollerans
(Matawatchan)

Busy Bees Craft Club
Meet the second Tuesday of the month
at 1:30 p.m. in  the Matawatchan Hall.
New members and visitors welcome.
For  information, contact Jackie Jenks
333-5542

“Northern Lights”  Seniors
Meet the third Tuesday of each month
at 1:30 p.m. alternating between Griffith
and Matawatchan.  For information con-

DID YOU KNOW...

Drive carefully. It’s not only
cars that can be recalled by
their maker.

Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m.
• Prayer & Praise (1st & 3rd Sunday)
• The Lord’s Supper & praise (2nd

Sunday)
• Healing Ministry (4th Sunday)
Palm Sunday ( April 4) 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday (April 9) 10:00 a.m.
EasterSunday (April 11) 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday (Bible Study)7:00 p.m.

Most Precious Blood Catholic Church
Calabogie - Saturday Mass – 5:00 p.m.
Calabogie – Sunday – 10:30 a.m.

CHURCH EVENTS

The New Apostalic Church –
Denbigh
- Pancake Breakfast: to be announced
- contact Yorck Linder – 333-2951

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church –
Denbigh
- World Week of Prayer, Wednesday
April 28 at 7:00 p.m.

Church cemetary in Springtown.

St. Andrews United Church -
Matawatchan
– Ham Dinner
April 24 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.
- The St. Andrews United Church
Women’s Group will be sponsoring
dinners, bake sales, flea markets etc. to
raise money for the summer camp
facility at Golden Lake and for the
Millennium Garden / Coffee Club.

Vennachar Free Methodist Church
- Retirement Dinner for Pastor
Raymond Klatt & Marjorie Klatt
Saturday May 1 5:30 p.m.
Clar-Mill Township Hall – Plevna

Calabogie Bible Fellowship –
Congregational Church
- Lenten Series Bible Study
Wednesday evenings 7:00 p.m. – Feb.
25 to April 7

Contact Bill Graham  333-1694 or
Richard Copeland  333-1551 to place
items in future issues of the paper.

tact Lois Robbins at 333-1082.  All Sen-
iors Welcome

Community Bus Service
Phone Kay Kelly for information and
reservations at 333-2731 by Tuesday
evening.  Bus travels every other Thurs-
day for shopping.  The bus fee is $10.00.

Fellowship Luncheon
These meals are held the first Wednes-
day of each month at noon.  Please con-
tact Carol Anne Kelly at 333-5570 or
Lois Robbins at 333-1082 if you wish
to attend and be added to our mailing
list.  These meals are held in our com-
munity for those who live alone,  sen-
iors and retired people who enjoy a meal
together.  The location alternates be-
tween the Griffith Lions Hall and St.
Andrew’s United Church, Matawatchan.
Cost   $5.00.

Diners Club
Dinners are held the first Monday of the
month at the Denbigh Community Hall
at 12 noon.  Full Course Meal  $5.00.
Contact Lynn McNicolle at 333-5586
for information.

HEALTH CARE
Renfrew Senior’s Home support Care
Clinic
Every Tuesday by a VON.  Call for an
appointment.  613-432-7691.
Paramed Health Care Services Foot
Care Clinic/Denbigh
Call 333-2308 for an appointment

Community Joys and Concerns
Sympathy
- Alice Rosein and family
- Marlene and Eric Jr. Keller and family
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A Community opposed to proposed MotorSports Race Track
By Jack Ledger, Acting Chairperson, Calabogie Concerned Citizens

The Calabogie area is a community with
a rich natural environment that includes
wildlife, forests and waterways, all of
which accommodate activities such as
fishing, kayaking, canoeing, hiking,
camping and the day-to-day leisure of
its visitors and both  permanent and sea-
sonal residents.  Further complement-
ing these activities are a golf course, ski
hill, and many food and accommodation
facilities.  These are the attractions that
lured the many residents and visitors
who came to the area in good faith to
work and to play.  And now, without
any re-zoning approvals, developers
have essentially completed construction
of a motor sport racetrack on a plateau
overlooking the Madawaska River,
Calabogie Lake and Stone’s Lake, and
part of which is over
the tree line.

This was done without
general public knowl-
edge and without any
input from the commu-
nity. If this proposed
motor racetrack is
such a great thing for
the community, why
did it have to proceed
under the cover of se-
crecy, only to be re-
vealed months after
planning and con-
struction had already
begun? With the track
close to completion
and already being mar-
keted and promoted,
the application for re-
zoning was submitted
to the Township in Au-
gust, 2003, without
any of the studies re-
quired to support such
a development.  With
the installation of our
newly elected municipal council, both
opponents and proponents of the track
are now having the opportunity to
present their cases to council in a man-
ner fair and transparent to both sides.

WHY THE OPPOSITION?
First, it should be pointed out that many
who oppose this racetrack are them-
selves business people, developers and
even motor sport race enthusiasts. They
too understand the unjustifiable hardship
this racetrack would bring to the 200-
plus property owners in the immediate
surrounding area, not to mention those
who would bear the impact of disturb-
ing racetrack noise several kilometres
away.  Further annoyance, as evidenced
in other racetrack communities, would
be the “revved-up” traffic on all incom-
ing and outgoing Township roads.

The County Official Plan is an unbiased
document that states that ‘new uses’

must be compatible and integrated into
the existing fabric of the community.
Clearly, racetrack noise will not enhance
or mesh with the existing fabric of this
peaceful rural, yet very vibrant and ac-
tive, community.  While enjoying the
outdoors, residents and visitors want to
take pleasure in barbeques, conversa-
tions and nature—they do not want the
unrelenting roar of car and motorcycle
engines down-shifting and up-shifting,
or the squeal of tires at each of over one
dozen corners.  Track operators have
indicated that car testing or racing events
will take place 8-hours a day for 7-days
a week, April to October.

Further consequences of this racetrack
will be air and land pollution and the

disruption of wildlife on land where
many have enjoyed the observation and
study of animals, birds, waterfowl and
other fauna in their natural setting. The
area where the track is located also forms
a watershed to Calabogie Lake and the
Madawaska River. The track is sur-
rounded by wetlands and any environ-
mental spillage would leak into
groundwater and waterways. These are
only a few of many examples that dem-
onstrate that the racetrack would not
conform to the Official Plan.

THE NOISE FACTOR
Contrary to the picture being painted by
track supporters, there will be plenty of
noise. The history at other tracks—in-
cluding those that involved the same
U.S.-based track planner—such as Mont
Tremblant, BeaveRun (Pa), Barber
Motorsports, and other track develop-
ments, like the one at St. Thomas, On-
tario, provide current evidence of com-

munities devastated by false promises
and quality of life shattered by unaccept-
able noise levels.

We are told that noise levels from the
proposed Calabogie racetrack are in-
tended to meet the Ministry of the Envi-
ronment’s (M.O.E.) Guidelines. How-
ever, there are no specific M.O.E. Guide-
lines for motor sport racetracks. True
motor sport noise levels can only be ac-
curately assessed by live tests at other
racetracks. This was not undertaken in
the study prepared by the track devel-
oper’s noise consultant.  It should also
be noted that in the track’s noise study,
noise transmission measurements were
only taken from three reception points,
and areas such as  Norway Lake, Spruce

Hedge, Calabogie Estates, Calabogie
Lake and Burnstown were not evaluated.
These locations are within the one to ten
kilometer range of anticipated track
noise transmission, which will reverber-
ate even louder and farther over bodies
of water such as Stone’s Lake, Calabogie
Lake and the Madawaska River.

ECONOMIC IMPACT
The economic benefits of the develop-
ment are being promoted with sugges-
tions of money pouring into the com-
munity and feeding the cash registers of
the local businesses. Yet information
from other track communities indicates
only minor economic benefits may ac-
crue to a hopeful, but miniscule, number
of businesses and employ only a few
part-time staff.  For this, 99% percent
of the remaining property owners and
residents get handed a “life sentence”.

A racetrack is generally a self-contained
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environment, as in a football stadium.
Fans drive to the park and enjoy their
food and refreshments on site before,
during and after racing. While lucrative
track usage fees and concession rev-
enues accrue to the track operators, lit-
tle spillover falls to the rest of the
economy as the majority of spectators
and enthusiasts leave the area after the
races and go home.

As with other tracks involving this same
track planner, later phases of the track
development are expected to have camp-
ground accommodation, restaurants, gas
service, and other on-site concession fa-
cilities located on track property, which
will be in direct competition to those
businesses that may be supporting the

track now. One simply
has to look at the full
development plan for
this track, existing
tracks or other similarly
planned racetracks.

PROPERTY
VALUES
The true and serious
negative economic
losses, however, are
borne by the rest of the
community.  These
losses will severely
limit usual spending
and investment.  In St.
Thomas, Ontario, an
appeal court up-held an
earlier decision and re-
duced property value
assessments for all ap-
pellants across the
board by 40% due to
track noise and other
contaminants. In
BeaveRun, Pa., prop-
erty owners were
awarded reduced prop-

erty value assessments of 25% to 41%
to reflect a drastic drop in property val-
ues resulting from the track operations
there. The impact on the economy of
multi-millions of dollars in lost personal
property values, as well as lost property
tax revenues to the Township, would un-
questionably have a domino effect on
the economy of the entire Township and
beyond.

For further information please see our
website at www.savecalabogie.com
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Updating our community about Calabogie MotorSports Park
By Chris Fleming, Calabogie MotorSports Park

There is a lot of misinformation float-
ing around about our proposal for cre-
ating Calabogie MotorSports Park and
I welcome the opportunity to put the
facts before readers of the Madawaska
Highlander. I want to assure everyone
that I would not support any project that
was detrimental to this community.  My
family has lived here for generations and
I love and respect the beauty and diverse
nature of the Calabogie area as much as
any resident.

THE PROJECT
We plan to develop a 5 km. road course
on lands locally known as the Algoma
Gravel Pit, located off a seasonal Town-
ship Road, terminating at the gravel pit.
Calabogie MotorSports Park (CMP) will
be available for rental by individuals,
driver training schools, corporations,
Essential Services Driver Training and
car clubs wishing to learn and enjoy an
ultimate driving experience in a safe,
insured, environment.

THE PLANNING PROCESS
We introduced our idea to the County
and Township almost one year ago. This
initiated the planning process. Ontario’s
Planning Act encourages all developers
to “consult approval authorities at the
beginning of the planning process, prior
to submitting a planning application, to
discuss and clarify what information is
needed for a complete application”.

We will require a zoning amendment to
a portion of the lands from ‘Aggregate
Extractive Industrial’ to ‘Rural Excep-
tion’.  Only 275 acres are to be rezoned
out of the 1,200 acres purchased by
CMP. The licensed gravel pit operation
will continue to function.

On May 9, 2003 Township unanimously
passed a motion to allow us to continue
with the planning process.  This took
place at a public council meeting, but
few residents were in attendance.

In May of last year, physical and tech-
nical research began on the property to
confirm the viability of the project.

• Where could the course route be
placed?

• What rock and other impositions
exist?

• Would it be cost prohibitive?
• Will its location/setbacks success-

fully mitigate any potential noise,
etc?

Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR)
needed time for site visits to address
their requirements. We communicated
with the Ministry of Environment
(MOE) to receive their comments. We
commissioned the world’s foremost
track designer to draft a layout. It took
several months of work to reach a point

where these questions as well as ques-
tions from the public could be answered.

PROJECT WORK
We carried out preliminary work (within
all applicable regulations) on our land
to establish the sub-grades of the road.
This then allowed engineers to conduct
a proper, comprehensive sound study—
required by the County Planner and nec-
essary to assist the Township with the
decision making process, and to ensure
compliance with provincial noise re-
quirements.

Concurrently, information from various
Ministries was obtained to incorporate
into the site plan.   We undertook drain-
age, traffic and sound studies, MOE dia-
logue, planning reports, and MNR ap-
provals to properly assess and profes-
sionally answer
questions.

We finally had ad-
equate information
to hold an open
house in October
2003 which allowed
residents to view
our proposal.  We
were asked to dispel
the misinformation
and rumor being cir-
culated by the Con-
cerned Citizens of
Calabogie (CCC)
within their “Save
Calabogie” campaign. Throughout the
summer various information sessions
were held for interested community
groups.  We also hosted a public forum
and information meeting at the
Calabogie Community Center to present
actual facts and address questions.

By many accounts, people who attended
our open house and meeting realized
CMP was going to be a first class facil-
ity and would be an excellent, valuable
addition to Calabogie in many ways.

SITE PLAN
A comprehensive visual site plan and
timeline package is available at the
Municipal Office.  If you have an op-
portunity to look at this, you will find
the 5 km.  road course sits on 275 acres
in the middle of 1,200 acres owned by
CMP.

An additional 2,400 acres of vacant,
fully treed land surrounds this yet again
- ideal for sound mitigation and setbacks
from residents; the closest being 2 km.
away from the center of the road course.

In addition, you will find on the plan,
buildings for administration offices,
training schools, lockers & showers,
vehicle storage & maintenance.  What
you will not find is night lighting, tow-

ers with loudspeakers, grandstands or
large spectator parking areas.

Once this final site plan and associated
agreements are approved by County and
Township we must adhere to them.  Any
future changes will be subject to a com-
pletely new planning process.

NOISE, TRAFFIC AND THE
ENVIRONMENT
A professional sound study has con-
cluded that CMP will operate within the
strict noise requirements set forth by the
Ministry of Environment for Class II
rural areas (along Hwy 508 and Hwy
511) and Class III rural areas.  Stone’s
Lake carries the strictest Class III des-
ignation.  These standards are among the
most stringent in North America. Any
activity on the road course must meet

these criteria—this
is not optional.

Under the Noise
Management Plan
(NMP), vehicle in-
spections by both
the Car Club Offi-
cials and CMP will
ensure adherence.
Vehicles that do not
comply will not be
allowed to run.

County has indi-
cated they have no
issues regarding in-

creased traffic since less traffic will visit
CMP than currently visits the Highlands
Golf Course and substantially less than
Calabogie Peaks during the winter.

After considering the site, the Ministry
of Environment advised they had no
concerns.

ECONOMIC BENEFITS
CMP will not only initially create ap-
proximately 30 full and part-time jobs
at the site—for maintenance, adminis-
tration, emergency response, track ob-
servers—but will also create demand for
services at other establishments.  An
example would be the Porsche Club
Driver Education Program.  Attendees
and family will require lodging, food
and gas with the non-participating fam-
ily members engaging in other experi-
ences.

It is worth noting Renfrew County has
identified Business Retention and Ex-
pansion as a problem within the County.
CMP will be introducing an entirely new
activity to the area and an entirely new
customer base.  The influx of new tour-
ists and their economic support will add
to our community’s economy and
growth of services and businesses avail-
able to all.  Traditionally, customers will
be middle to high income level, with

disposable income to invest in recrea-
tional and retirement property.  We fully
anticipate a climb in property demand
and values.

Also, the proposed park would gener-
ate $65,000+ annually in tax revenue;
this would firmly put it in the top three
commercial ratepayers in the whole
municipality

SAFETY
Calabogie MotorSports is required to
provide emergency response on site,
with a fully qualified, paramedic team
with ambulance equipment. These serv-
ices are typically put into use only 2%
of the time.  Although positioned at our
site they could be available to respond
to serious local emergency situations.  A
fire truck will be on site at all times.

WHERE WE ARE TODAY
Calabogie MotorSports has submitted
all requested engineered studies and re-
ports to the Township.  The Township’s
Peer Reviews are done and CMP’s reps
are presently addressing their comments.
At its February 14th meeting Council
voted to commission a socio-economic
impact study.  We are currently await-
ing a date for the public hearing, neces-
sary for the zoning change.  After the
public meeting, Council will vote on our
application for the requested rezoning
and amendment in the gravel pit area.

THANK YOU
The enormous support of community
residents and businesses has been indi-
cated by many, many letters, emails and
phone calls.  Thank you for that sup-
port.

Council and County Planner welcome
your thoughts and input (PO Box 180,
Calabogie).  In closing, we would like
to say, historically, a small number of
very vocal individuals have aggressively
fought change, progress, growth and
advancements made in Calabogie
through the years, including not only
development of Calabogie Peaks, High-
lands Golf Club and Calabogie Lodge
but also subdivision developments. This
continues today.

If space allowed, we would have elabo-
rated on just how different CMP would
be from other facilities we’ve been un-
duly compared with, such as Tremblant
and BeaveRun.

We welcome your calls at 752-1252.

  www.calabogiemotorsports.com

Left to right: Marc Steenbakkers, Rick
Fleming, Debora Giffin, Larry O’Brien,
John Hamilton, Chris Fleming, Alan
Wilson and Bruce Gregory
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The world of MPAC / municipal
taxing and your property values
By David Lester

“If they think it’s worth that, maybe they
should come and buy it from me”

Those were the words spoken to me the
other day from an unsettled soul about
the latest valuation from MPAC. Of
course it’s frustrating when the powers
to be pronounce and there’s not any real
answer to what seems unfair. Let’s take
a second and examine what’s actually
happening in the world of MPAC / mu-
nicipal taxing and your property values.

Back in the mid to late 90’s, some wise
people in Toronto figured that the fair-
est way to tax people was that those who
had the most money should pay the most
and that if you had an expensive home,
you should pay more than the guy who
had a less expensive home (or maybe
just because you could afford it?). That
was a political point of view that led to
the creation of MPAC (Municipal Prop-
erty Assessment Corporation) as an en-
terprise. The idea was that an independ-
ent body would be out there looking at
sales etc. and match that data with com-
puter statistical methods (means, stand-
ard deviations, variances etc.) and come
up with a way of valuating properties
and then the township could assess eve-
ryone a “proportional” share of the taxes
based on your ability to pay, or at least
the “style and level” of your residence.

DOES IT WORK?
Yes, it brought more consistency … and
No ….

In the Glebe area of Ottawa (an older
downtownish area), there were many
older folks who had lived in their homes
over many years who had to sell because
the “Yuppies” found their area suited
their lifestyle and forced prices upwards
by wanting to move in (called “De-
mand”). That demand led to higher
valuations and then taxes and those poor
old folks on pensions found themselves
living in homes that they couldn’t af-
ford, tax wise. Their income had not
changed at all, but their “net worth if
you sold this house today” had increased
and their realty taxes were being based
on that “if you sold today” value. They
started losing their homes because they
could no longer afford to live in such an
expensive area and their taxes were go-
ing through the roof through no fault of
their own. They were richer on paper
only and paying more actual dollars be-
cause of it.

IT’S HERE TO STAY
Put aside the thought of whether the
whole process is right or not and let’s
look at it from the point of view that it’s
here to stay (at least for now) and what
does it mean to us.

If my neighbour and I are going to pay
an equal percentage of a tax dollar, then
we should be living in the same “value”
of home. That’s only fair. The township
says they need $100 total in taxes, there
are only 2 of us to pay and we live in
identical homes so we each should pay
$50 taxes. If there are 20 homes and
they’re all equal, each of us should pay
$5. That, in principal, is the essence of
the way it works. MPAC says who’s
equal to who and the township sets the
rate charged to each household.

THE MPAC VALUE
Clear as mud, right. That “MPAC value”
is not really the value that you could re-
ceive from selling your home, as there
are just too many variables when sell-
ing a home, like a buyer or seller mar-
ket, competition from other homes for
sale, demand levels, etc., and what a
buyer will pay for it or can afford.

That “MPAC value” is just a way of ex-
pressing equality between peoples abil-
ity to pay in the “system”. It could be
colours if you wanted, as in all “yellows”
will pay an equal amount in taxes and
all “reds” will pay a lesser amount. Call
it what you will, it’s not really what your
home is worth but a comparison tool or
level.

So, since we should pay our “fair share”,
how do we make sure that the “compari-
son values” of our homes equal our
neighbours? MPAC uses home sales and
computer programs / models to value
homes in comparison within neighbour-
hoods. What if there are no sales to com-
pare to immediately around us? With the
computer models, they can (they say)
propose a value using the data available
on a wider homogeneous area. An um-
brella if you want to think of it that way.
Of course, there’s a lot of room to be
wrong under that umbrella (especially
if it’s a big umbrella) and if you disa-
gree with that value under the umbrella,
you can go before the ARB (Assessment
Review Board) and they have the final
decision about who’s right.

Next issue of the Madawaska High-
lander…. What goes on at an ARB hear-
ing and how can you win (or at least have
a fighting chance) and what might a
township do (Hint …can you say “lower
the mill rate?”) …. Till next time All the
Best, David Lester, Real Estate Broker,
Calabogie.

DID YOU KNOW...

Accept that some days you’re the
pigeon, and some days you’re the
statue.
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GRIFFITH BUILDING SUPPLIES  INC.
All Your Building Supply Materials & Hardware (PAL Dealer)

• Steel Roofing
• Lumber
• Insulation
• Windows & Doors

• Vinyl Siding
• Fascia Material
• Shingles
• Trusses

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Highway 41
Griffith, Ontario K0J 2R0
Phone: 613-333-5596
Fax: 613-333-1121

HOURS
Monday to Friday: 7:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday:                7:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Sunday:                    Closed

EXCITING NEW PRODUCT LINES

Apple Valley Pies – Delicious, real fruit pies, straight from
Apple Valley’s orchards to you.
• 1 lb., 10 oz. or 8 oz. Apple, peach, blueberry and strawberry-

rhubarb.
• From $3.60 frozen or $5.00 baked, you can’t bake a pie this

good at this price.

Carapelli Grapeseed oil – 100% pure grapeseed oil, imported
from Toscana, Italy
• Rich in linoleic acid - the most potent essential fatty acid at

reducing LDL cholesterol
• Naturally enriched with Vitamin E, a natural anti-oxidant.
• Cost savings - use half as much as other oils.
Highly valued by chefs. – Ideal for cooking at high tempera-
tures.

Buy any 3-item Pizza and get a 2nd (of same or lesser value)
for ½ price

Limited Time Offer

One 710 ml. Pop only 69¢ with any food order

Coming soon:
Fajitas and Donairs ~ Full Kitchen opens at Easter

333-5555

Advertise with

Advertising Price List (March 7 2004)
Type Approx size Cost Each

Sq. Inch Issue $C

BC Business Card 8 $20.00
1/6 Sixth Page 21 $30.00
1/4 Quarter Page 32 $45.00
1/3 Third Page 43 $55.00
1/2 Half Page 65 $80.00
3/4 Three Quarter Page 97 $115.00
1 Full Page 130 $150.00

The Madawaska Highlander has grown from its original roots in Griffith,
Matawatchan and Denbigh. We now deliver into reader’s homes in much of
the Township of Greater Madawaska plus distribution through key high traf-
fic stores, restaurants and hospitality businesses. Circulation has doubled this
March issue to 2000 copies.We anticipate over 3000 for each of the summer
editions. Focused on delivering important local information, we provide well
read features of local concern, politics, events, services and articles from
local authors. Read from first page to last, your ad is assured high visibility.

For colour* ad OR back page location, double the cost.
*Colour may not always be available.

Inclusion of digital photography in your ad and ad development requires
extra charges that can be negotiated.

Contact highlander@fcicanada.net Richard Copeland (613) 333-1551
racopeland@northcom.net or Bill Graham (613) 333-1694
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Garden seeds are in for 2004 planting

 ICE - GIFT CERTIFICATES

EMBROIDERED:
Polar Fleece sweatshirts, vests, jackets

Fleece lined jackets, Youth 3 in 1 jackets
Wellington jackets,

Sweatshirts & T-Shirts

WINTER HOURS
STORE: Mon. to Sat. 8 am – 5 pm

          Sun. 11 am – 5 pm
DIXIE LEE OPEN: Open in May

 Phone 613-333-1553

SPORTS
&

LIVE BAIT SHOP

PROPANE EXCHANGE & PARTS LIVESTOCK FEEDS
EXCALIBUR  & BARNETT BOWS ACCESSORIES LUBRICANTS
HUNTING & FISHING SUPPLIES PLUMBING
GAME & FISHING COOKBOOKS ELECTRICAL
ROCKY MADSEN’S FISH CRISP CAMPING SUPPLIES
CHAINSAW PARTS DISPOSABLE CAMERAS
WOOD BURNING PELLETS WATER JUGS 4L,11L,18L

 LUMBER, PLYWOOD, INSULATION, DRYWALL,   SHINGLES,  CEMENT BLOCKS, ETC

  PROSTATE  EZEE FLOW  TEA and SHARK CARTILAGE
 NATURAL JUICES, ORGANICALLY GROWN GARLIC POWDER,& DIJON MUSTARD,

CIL PAINTS
With Over 6000

Colours!

Lacourse Mini-Mart & Dixie Lee

WE CUT KEYS
A.T.M.  MACHINE

SCRATCH &
NEVADA TICKETS

GROCERIES
HOME BAKING -
PLACE ORDERS

Authorized Agent For

“Just remember we build your dreams from the ground up”

• Licensed Carpenter
• Registered R-2000 Builder
• Renovations
• Custom Homes (pre-fabs)
• Decks
• Log Homes
• Dealer in FM Windows, Doors and

Siding

John Lacourse
Box #66

Griffith, Ontario
K0J 2R0

Phone: 613-333-1042
Fax: 613-333-1366

***FREE ESTIMATES***

J. LACOURSE
CARPENTRY & SONS INC.
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Out on the First Concession
By Wes Bomhower

THE DAY WE MADE FIVE
DOLLARS
Spring came fairly early that year out
on the First Concession, as did Easter.
Those were the days when school closed
down for a week at Easter, beginning
usually on Good Friday and the holiday
was a welcome change.

My older brother was in the army, which
left Dad and me to make maple syrup,
and of course sugar being rationed, we
could certainly make a few dollars on
the syrup and maple sugar that we pro-
duced. Even though the war was improv-
ing the economy, we were still feeling
the after effects of the Great Depression.

Our sugar camp was down the road
about a mile from our buildings and Dad
had stayed at the evaporator pans to boil
an excess of sap gathered that afternoon.
“Take the team and sleigh home Wes,
and help your mother and sister with the
evening chores and come back with one
of the horses to pick me up later. We’ll
have some syrup made by that time.”

The big Clydesdales jogged along and I
sang to myself, keeping time with the
jingling sleigh bells and daydreamed
about having a guitar to strum on. There
was a beauty in Eaton’s catalogue,
priced at $18.95.

My reverie was cut short by the sight of
a car stuck in the mud and snow, 50 feet
off the road. An extremely agitated and
overweight man was standing nearby
cursing his misfortune. Turned out he
was a wealthy man from the city look-
ing for a good location for his thousand
or so bee hives for the next summer.

“Could you give me a pull out of this
mess lad? Your team look quite capable
and I’ll make it worth your while.”

With visions of fifty cents or perhaps a
dollar forthcoming, the team was soon
unhooked from the sleigh and with the
aid of a logging chain the big
Clydesdales soon had the oversized
man’s car back on the road again. He
thanked me and as he drove away shoved
something into my hand, which on
closer inspection was a crumpled up five
dollar bill!

Well, the chores certainly got done in
record time that evening and I was still
stepping mighty high when we picked
Dad up later at the sugar bush. Dad re-
fused to take any of the money, though
he probably had little or nothing in his
wallet. “You and the gig team earned it
son. Just give the horses a little extra oats
and spend your money wisely”, was his
response.

Wisely or not, the five dollars went to-
wards my first guitar, purchased out of
the Eaton’s catalogue.

How times have changed, especially the
value of currency.

Editor’s note: Out on the First Conces-
sion will be a series of mostly true sto-
ries from the 1930s and 1940s as told
by Calabogie resident Wes Bomhower.
The Day we Made Five Dollars is the
first story in this series.

ViewPoinT: MPAC Impact
By Richard Copeland

If you drive a car, I’ll tax the street
If you try to sit, I’ll tax your seat
If you get to cold, I’ll tax the heat
If you take a walk, I’ll tax your feet.
George Harrison

Most of our taxation policies have one
thing in common—Clarity. The amount
of money you owe can be accurately
determined based on rules and an un-
derstood monetary value. You can make
choices, since the tax is understood be-
fore you make your purchase. Argu-
ments regarding the “why’s” and
‘what’s” that have put a tax in place aside
(and there is much room for debate
here), at least you can agree on a number.

But there is one form of taxation that
can best be described as well, a guess.
That would be your property taxes. The
Municipal Property Tax Corporation
(MPAC), which was set up by our pre-
vious Ontario government boasted the
forward thinking of common sense.
MPAC is a not-for-profit corporation
funded by Ontario municipalities. Ren-
frew County will pay MPAC $1,147,206
for services in 2004. This price for serv-
ices is an increase of 3.5% over the prior
year. MPAC states they have the “re-
sponsibility to ensure your assessed
value is accurate.” And that their “job is
to classify your property and assess its
value, not to determine your property
taxes.”

NEW WAYS TO INCREASE
PROPERTY TAXES
MPAC’s last price increase predictably
exceeds inflation (1.58% : 2003/2002)
and MPAC must find new ways to in-
crease property tax collected in order to
fuel its growth, and innovative revenue
generation schemes have already begun.
Valuing properties for trees is one ex-
ample. In this case, a property owner
with a plantation of pines will see his
assessment increase because the pines
will have wood value. The owner may
have them for their natural beauty, while
they also absorb greenhouse gases and
the property owner may never see one
red cent of revenue from that stand of
trees. The obvious taxation solution for
the property owner would be to clear cut
back to a pasture. Maple trees are to be
assessed for their maple syrup value. The
country tradition of working for pennies
per hour will also disappear as sugar
maples get a one time conversion to fire-
wood. Our forests will disappear faster
under this insanity then it would from a
vicious fire. Trailer Parks are to be as-
sessed for trailers on site. Park owners
already pay taxes on the income derived
from this activity. Watch this wilderness
vacation activity fade away next.

WHAT IF THEY TAXED ROCKS
My home is built on top of the Cana-
dian Shield and my fields are full of the

greatest bumper crop of rocks you ever
saw. They would look good in a land-
scaping sales business in Southern On-
tario at nine cents a pound. However, I
would have to sell my home for the multi
billion dollar tax assessment derived
from my rock inventory.

Other external effects are taking place.
A northern Ontario homeowner has had
her home reassessed from $80K to
$40K. It’s good in that she pays less tax
but IMPAC has also destroyed her net
worth. Despite this, their foolish esti-
mates are getting more and more offi-
cial approval. A corporation focused on
its own well being has no place in pro-
viding a government function focused
on the social good.

To place a corporation in this function
was a fundamental error. We have wit-
nessed the debunking of the corporate
efficiency myth at both ends of the ob-
servable scale – from Enron or Bre-X
on the corporate side to Home Care and
electrical privatization on the govern-
ment side. Alleged fraud is in the news
on the Federal Government level with
both government and private corpora-
tions providing the means to enhance
personal wealth at the expense of the
public purse.  A corporation focused on
its own well being has no place in pro-
viding a government function focused
on the social good. The goals for social
services are too far different from the
singular goal of gaining revenues.

DETERMINING FAIR MARKET
VALUE
To claim MPAC can determine fair mar-
ket value is another fundamental error.
It can not do that. Only the market can.
As far back as 1776, Adam Smith pub-
lished his major economic work “The
Wealth of Nations”, which set in place
the basics of commerce, which have
guided us to this day. Smith states “The
actual price at which any commodity is
commonly sold is called its market
price.” Market price requires a sale (I
would add an arms length transaction)
to be understood. What MPAC is doing
is guessing amid high tech computing
and expertise, blinding us with the ‘sci-
ence’ of it.

MPAC people actually believe they can
do a better job of evaluation than the
market! You are paying your tax bill
based on a guess. For MPAC to state they
do not determine your payable tax also
requires debunking. Your tax bill is di-
rectly proportional to their assessment,
and as such it is a major determinant in
establishing the amount of tax payable.
Thus a corporation having questionable
operating principals, reporting to the
Provincial government, supplying ficti-
tious assessments to a county greatly
influences your final tax determination,

which is done at the township level.

WHAT AN UGLY MESS
You can request re-assessment from
MPAC but beyond that what they say is
law and you are left to deal with it. Some
might call it extortion!

What MPAC is doing is guessing
amid high tech computing and expertise,
blinding us with the ‘science’ of it.

The old system had its problems and
attempting to correct them was a task
worth undertaking. The new system
however has taken what was marginally
unfair to the extreme. The driving
number —your assessment—is a fiction.
There is no basis in this program for
taxation on the ability to pay. External
forces moving the value of one’s prop-
erty upward does not provide income

from which to pay the resulting increase
in taxes. This scheme will ultimately put
more low-wage and fixed income earn-
ers out of their homes than one could
imagine in the previous system. Watch
your forests disappear and businesses
fold. Taxation now without justification.
How can this happen? Why are we not
constitutionally protected from this?
Where are the morals and ethics gone
from our governments?

Put the determination of services, costs
and taxation back into the hands of the
cities and townships. We can muddle
through and restore the meaning of com-
mon sense.

Editor’s note: The views expressed here
are the author’s and do not necessarily
represent the views of The Madawaska
Highlander.
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PETRO CANADA

HIGH QUALITY PETROLEUM PRODUCTS FOR:

Home Heating
Farm and Commercial Operations

Complete Line of Motor Oils and Lubricants
24 HOUR SERVICE

UPPER CANADA AND CROZIER FUELS
Renfrew 613-432-4201

Pembroke 613-732-4887

Account Inquiries: 1-888-498-3997

Ask about our Lease Plan
for

Oil Fired Hot Water Heaters

A night on the ice in Calabogie
By Mary-Joan Hale

Living in southwestern Ontario for thirty
years, I missed the Ottawa Valley win-
ters. Tonight I truly came home. On the
ice of the community rink with the wind
in my face, I was awash with memories
of winters gone by.  Plus ca change, plus
la meme chose. It is a different rink in a
different place, but the ambiance re-
mains the same.

A group of mothers are standing by the
rink catching up on the latest news in
the village. Fathers and mothers are skat-
ing together or with wee ones. Children
are learning to skate the old-fashioned
way unencumbered by loads of heavy
equipment. They wobble and glide
along, their cheeks rosy and glowing
with the pride of making it all along the
boards and out into the centre without a
fall. A young lad pulls a toddler in a
sleigh across the ice.

The air echoes with the squeals of girls
in a long train weaving about as another
calls out to the boy who has taken her
hat. The scrape of the blades on ice
makes a sound as Canadian as the sizzle
of back bacon on the grill. The boards
creak and bang as the skaters run into

them…a good way to stop...Sleds swish
down the hills beside the rink.

Sue and Carlos, the attendants, brave the
cold and wind late at night to scrape the
snow and flood the rink so we can have
fun. To them we owe a debt of gratitude.
One of the moms said that it is such a
great community gathering place, see-
ing the same people year after year and
watching the children grow up and then
bringing their own children.

The five-minute warning comes.  It’s
time for peewee hockey.  Off with the
skates and home to a mug of cocoa be-
side the wood stove in a home built by a
homesteader.  It just doesn’t get any bet-
ter.

DID YOU KNOW...

Experience is a wonderful thing.
It enables you to recognize a mis-
take when you make it again.

If you lend someone $20, and
never see that person again, it was
probably worth it.

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

TOWNSHIP OF GREATER
MADAWASKA

Initial Public Meeting Concerning the Re-
zoning Application by Calabogie

MotorSports Park

Saturday May 1, 2004 at 10:00 a.m.

Calabogie Community Centre

Anyone wishing to make a submission and
be on the agenda for this meeting must

contact the Township Office by April 28 at
4:00 p.m. to indicate their intention  and

provide their submission prior to that date.

Mrs. Cathy Reddy, Clerk-Treasurer
P.O. Box 180,

Calabogie, Ontario
K0J 1H0
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Council Notes
By Bill Graham

If anything characterizes the difference
between council meetings during 2003
and 2004 it is the huge increase in pub-
lic participation and passion. In the early
months of 2003 you would have been
hard pressed to find any resident attend-
ing regular (public) council meetings.
But, when knowledge about the
Calabogie MotorSports Park submission
slipped by public notice last May, local
residents learned a hard lesson. Now
council meetings are very well attended.

The Track, as it is generally called and
the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw have
accounted for most of the public partici-
pation, but other important matters have
also been on the agenda. Reporting on
everything that has occurred at council
meetings to date during 2004 will be
impossible and it is more information
than you probably want to know. Resi-
dents who do want to know everything
that has transpired can pick up paper
copies of the minutes of each meeting
from the Municipality Office and by
mid-summer all minutes should be avail-
able from the Township of Greater
Madawaska website when it has been
constructed. Tenders to website devel-
opers to bid on the contract are slated
for early March.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Public participation has been particu-
larly high and spirited on the issue of
the Track. Debates break out spontane-
ously and Reeve Doyle has needed to
restrain participants in order to be able
to cover the other agenda items. Repre-
senting Calabogie MotorSports, Chris
Fleming has introduced various studies
to Council to illustrate the compliance
of their business venture to the require-
ments of County and Provincial authori-
ties. These included, among others, peer
reviews, a noise study and studies on
drainage, environment and traffic. In
early January, Reeve Doyle proposed
that Calabogie MotorSports make pub-
lic the binder of information that they
supplied to Council. Also available for
public scrutiny at the Township Office
are the many letters in support for both
sides of this issue.

Reeve Doyle made a motion for yet an-
other study during the February 14
Council meeting asking for a socio-eco-
nomic impact study, which split Coun-
cil and passed only because Doyle had
the deciding vote. At the following meet-
ing on February 28th he admitted that he
was going to “eat crow” and rescind his
earlier motion. In the intervening two
weeks he had consulted experts at the
University of Toronto and had been told
that such a study would be expensive and
inconclusive. His motion to rescind was
passed with only one dissenter.

Representing the other side of the Track
issue, Jack Ledger of the Concerned
Citizens of Calabogie and Ken Timmins
representing the Stone Lake Property
Association have made submissions to
Council in support of the opposing view
on the Track. The Track issue has been
kept in the public view at each Council
meeting this year. A final position pa-
per from Track opponents is expected
very soon.

The Track wasn’t the only subject of
public concern. At the February 14 meet-
ing of Council, residents Mrs. Enright
and Mr. Watts expressed concerns that
Reeve Doyle was not representing the
Township at the Renfrew County level.
Their concern stemmed from an article
in the Renfrew Mercury, which stated
that Reeve Doyle asked Councillor
Emon to take his place at these meet-
ings. Subsequently Renfrew County
Council stated that the township reeve
must be the representative. According
to Doyle the Mercury article was based
on an overheard conversation and not a
motion by Council. Reeve Doyle stated
categorically that yes he would be at-
tending County meetings; that he had
only missed one meeting and that he had
the full minutes and financial reports
from that meeting.

More recently, at the February 28th meet-
ing of Council, a large delegation of resi-
dents with property on Constant Creek
(Dacre) wanted Council to take a sec-
ond look at the Comprehensive Zoning
Bylaw, which was passed by the last
Council. Acting on behalf of residents
was Jack Kelly of the Renfrew County
Land Owners Association. The number
of people in attendance necessitated the
move from council chamber at the
Township Office to the Calabogie Com-
munity Centre. They wanted the ANSI
zoning designation for their properties
rescinded.

Reeve Doyle pointed out that the bylaw
only acts as a trigger for Ministry of
Natural Resources (MNR) approval
should the residents want to make
changes to the property. He stated that
he would not change what another coun-
cil had approved. This sparked fierce
debate about what could be done legally
and what could not.

While he would not rescind the bylaw,
Reeve Doyle sympathized and promised
to bring the weight of Council to the
MNR with a motion that asked the min-
istry to visit individual land owners and
discuss their particular situation before
the zoning bylaw was submitted to the
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB).

COUNCIL COMMITTEES
Citizen committees chaired by council-

lors have been active in 2004. These
committees include:

• The Recreation Committee (chaired
by Councillor Isobel Kristijan)

• The Waste Management Committee
(chaired by Councillor Isobel
Kristijan)

• The Fire Committee (chaired by
Councillor Karin Lehnhardt)

• The Emergency Management
Committee (chaired by Councillor
Karin Lehnhardt)

• The Roads Committee (chaired by
Councillor Don Mercer)

• The Property Committee (chaired
by Councillor Peter Emon)

THE RECREATION
COMMITTEE
The aims and objectives of the commit-
tee are:

• to utilize the resources currently
available in the Township, such as
skiing, golf, snowmobiling, fishing,
etc, and to develop other activities,
such as cross-country skiing, soccer
and hiking.

• to develop recreation activities for
the Calabogie area

• to bring the whole Township
together through recreation, and

• to development a long term vision
and plan.

The Calabogie Winter Carnival in Feb-
ruary was a big success, and the com-
mittee is now organizing sports activi-
ties for children and youth, with March
Break in mind, and exploring the devel-
opment of multi-use trails.

In early January, Recreation Committee
member Brent Fillator reported that pic-
nic tables and clean fill had been donated
for the development of a public area at
Barnett Cottage on land on Calabogie
Lake that had been willed to the Town-
ship as a public place. Mr. Fillator feels
that there should be a public place where
youth can meet and have a place to
swim. That is his hope for the future.
Despite all of the shoreline in Calabogie,
much of it is in private hands and there-
fore is not accessible.

THE WASTE COMMITTEE
The aims and objectives of this commit-
tee are:

• to educate the public on recycling
using resident children as the focus

• to promote public input for the
development of a 25-year Waste
Management Plan, and

• to encourage people to be part of
the solution.

Committee members have been ex-
changing ideas and visiting other waste

management facilities to see how other
communities deal with the issue. Soon
the issue of waste management will
move into the public participation phase.
On March 13, consultants for the com-
mittee (Lakefield) will brief Council on
their recommendations. Soon after, pub-
lic meetings will be held to develop a
25-year Waste Management Plan. Pub-
lic input will be essential for the suc-
cess of this venture.

FIRE COMMITTEE
Three major issues are commanding the
attention of Fire Committee members.
They are, communications between the
distant fire stations serving the township,
acquiring the money to upgrade aging
equipment and fire trucks, and the in-
stallation of dry wells to supply a water
source for firefighters.

To improve communications a tower is
necessary and the committee looked into
purchasing or leasing space on Kenelly
Mountain. There are two located there;
an old MNR tower and a new one, which
is used by the police. Improved radio
communications within the township
would benefit both the fire department
and the roads department. At the Febru-
ary 28th Council meeting it was reported
that obtaining space on the new tower
was impossible since the tower was be-
ing used by the Canadian Security In-
telligence Service (CSIS). Inquiries into
using the older tower are proceeding.

The Fire Committee has managed to
eliminate $7,000 in expenses by cutting
a portion of its insurance coverage and
by cutting some of its vehicle expenses.
The fire department is lean and is in need
of new equipment and a new fire truck
for Station 1. The current truck is 30-
years old and the age of fire trucks serv-
ing a community will have an impact
on the insurance premiums paid by resi-
dents. A fire truck is an expensive in-
vestment and can cost up to $250,000
for a new vehicle.

The committee’s plan for dry well wa-
ter supplies for firefighters includes the
installation of 8 to 10 of these across the
township by the end of 2006. Two will
be installed in 2004. They are located at
Heritage Point in Calabogie and at the
Griffith MTO Park at the bridge on
Highway 41 at Griffith. A third installa-
tion at the Centennial Lake boat launch
(MNR) has been stalled by issues of
water level. Water levels at this site can
drop as much as 17 feet when Ontario
Power Generation (OPG) lowers the
water level.

In the next Council Notes (May) we will
report on Council activities on a meet-
ing by meeting basis and will cover the
activities of the remaining committees.
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Weather Postcast – Matawatchan
By Richard Copeland

My small weather station in Matawatchan measures and records temperatures,
wind speed and direction plus heating degree days. I have assembled a quick re-
view of January and February 2004 (a postcast), with some comparisons to the last
quarter of 2003.

Temperature Deg C (Day/Time)

High Low Mean Degree Days
           Heat

Oct 03 25.1 (9/3:00p)  -3.6 (20/2:30p)  6.2 362.1
Nov 03 16.4 (1/2:00a) -12.2 (9/2:30p)  1.4 505.4
Dec 03 7.4 (29/11:30a) -19.4 (5/12:30p) -4.9 725.7
Jan 04 6.5 (3/1:30p) -33.5 (14/12:30p) -14.9 1029.8
Feb 04 13.9 (29/11:15a) -30.9 (15/2:30p) -6.3 714.0

The Degree Days (DD) measure is used to relate each day’s temperature to the
demand for fuel to heat buildings. To calculate DD, add the high and low tempera-
ture for the day and divide by 2 for the average. If the number (in Fahrenheit) is
below 65F (18C) subtract it from 65 to find the number of heating DD.

If your back was sore in January or your hand tired from writing cheques for fuel,
there was good cause. January was cold—42% colder than December and 11%
colder than the 15-year average DD recorded for Renfrew.

Wind Speed in km\h (Day/Time) & Direction

High Direction Average Dominant
Oct 71.0 (15/12:30a) NW 8.9 WSW
Nov 82.3 (13/1:45a) NNW 10.3 WSW
Dec 66.0 (1/1:30a) WNW 9.5 WNW
Jan 77.2 (22/11:00a) NW 11.9 NW
Feb 66.0 (13/12:45p) WSW 10.4 WSW

Wind gusts in the last quarter of 2003 were more frequent and of a longer duration
than winds in January and February, partly explaining why we have had consistent
electrical supply.

WILD BOB & NED THE KNIFE
Come listen you old timers and you would be scrappers too,
I’ll tell you of a fight one night in 1882
Between two husky shanty men, (and one would lose his life).
One was Wild Fighting Rob, the other Ned the Knife.

Now how they got these handles is anybody’s guess,
But both were known as scrappers and neither one would rest
Until the fight was over and the better man had won.
Now on with this bold narrative; perhaps ‘twill be song.

’Twas in wee Calabogie and the river drive was on.
MacLauchlin’s crews and J.R. Rooth’s competing all along
The Madawaska River and the shanty boys were rife
For liquor and some action ere they went to home and wife.

A headwind started blowing up the lake that fateful day
And all work was suspended till the wind would die away.
Some gathered at the tavern, their thirst was great you see,
From winter in the shanties where the strongest drink was tea.

Wild Bob was fancy, he was quick and he was tough
And he challenged Ned the Knife that day when both had drank enough.
They went outside the tavern; there they slugged it toe to toe,
Neither giving any quarter as they struck some mighty blows.

Bob held his own awhile but Nod soon wore him down
With his solid  barehand fisticuffs, the best in ‘Bogie town.
He loosed a looping right hand, caught Bob below the ear,
And with a curse the challenger would fall upon his rear.

We thought the fight was over but Bob would find a gun.
Went looking for big Ned and said, “I’ll fix that no good son”.
But Ned the Knife got wind of it, he bought a gun as well
And made his way back down the street to famous Jake’s hotel.

Wild Bob saw him coming, raised his gun as though to shoot,
But Ned the Knife was quicker, pulled a pistol from his boot
And fired a hot, a fatal wound would bring Bob to the ground.
A mighty hush then fell upon us shanty boys around.

Then someone cried, “Let’s hang him, go find a rope, we’ll deal
With Ned the Knife, the murderer”. It all seemed so unreal.
But Ned had many friends around and they would find a boat,
Would spirit him across the lake ere others found a rope.

They hid him in a farmhouse till the lynching mob calmed down.
Next day the wind abated and the shanty boys left town
To drive the logs down river. Ned the Knife was taken in
To custody in Renfrew to await his trial then.

Self defence was proven and acquittal he would be,
But Ned the Knife was ne’er the same, ne’er fought again you see
With fists or guns or anything and many were the days
He spent up in the grave yard attending Wild Bob’s grave.

Wes Bomhower, June 2002

Calabogie

“SPECIALIZING IN ALL
YOUR HARDWARE NEEDS”

Box 115,
636 Mill Street Calabogie,

Ontario K0J 1H0

Phone (613) 752-2102
Fax (613) 752-0003

Pine Valley Restaurant would like to wish
all their customers a safe and happy

Easter Holiday

PINE VALLEY RESTAURANT &
VARIETY

Highway 41, Griffith, Ont.
333-5523

Watch for NEW Low Carbohydrate
Bakery Items in April

Gary
Sandy
Mark
Lori

Oksanna
Karen
Jackie
Donna
Tony
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Quality Living For Seniors

Comfortable Rooms Available Immediately

Spencer Place

For more information Call
Blake and Wanda Munro – Owners / Operators

613-336-0303

• Delicious home cooked meals
• Warm family atmosphere
• Assistance with personal care as

needed
• Medication supervised
• PSW on duty 24 hours a day

• Recreation activities provided
• Easy walk to Post Office, Library,

and Church
• Close liaison with Medical Clinic
• Community Care Access Centre
• Rooms starting at $800

CALABOGIE HIGHLANDS
GOLF RESORT

JOIN THE HIGHLANDS TEAM
FOR UPCOMING 2004 SEASON

NOW HIRING FOR ALL DEPARTMENTS

•RESTAURANT MANAGER (Experience Required)
•BREAKFAST & DAY MENU COOKS
•WAITSTAFF
•DISHWASHERS
•HOUSEKEEPING
•GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
•GOLF GUEST ASSISTANTS
•HANDYMAN

NOT ALL POSITIONS REQUIRE EXPERIENCE –
JUST A POSITIVE, FRIENDLY & ENERGETIC

PERSONALITY WILLING TO LEARN

• FULL TIME AND PART TIME AVAILABLE
• EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR RETIREES
• APPLICANTS SHOULD INCLUDE RESUME AND

AREA OF INTEREST

EMAIL :  info@calabogiehighlandsgolf.com
POST:  981 Barryvale Road, Calabogie K0J 1H0
FAX:  613-752-2031
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41 STOP Inc. Gas, Propane, Ice,
Groceries, Gifts,

and MORE

Barry & Suzanne Lee
613-333-9333

41stop@northcom.net

Treat yourself to 41 STOP Specialty “Homemade PIZZA” with fresh
cut toppings & all natural ingredients. Baked on Stone in our ovens.

An old-world tradition!
PIZZA Available Friday / Saturday / Sunday

Combo’s
Regular: $13.99
Large: $16.99

Build Your Own: Pepperoni, ham, bacon, ground beef, sausage, chicken, sweet onions,
fresh mushrooms, tomatoes, green and black olives, hot peppers, green peppers, pineap-
ple, a variety of cheeses

ALSO NEW: CHICKEN WINGS

DENBIGH DELUXE
• Pepperonni
• Green Peppers
• Onions
• Hot Peppers
• Mushrooms

CANADIAN
• Bacon
• Tomatoes
• Olives
• Extra Cheese

HAWAIIAN
• Ham
• Green Peppers
• Pineapple
• Mushrooms
• Onions

CHEESE LOVER
• Our blend of 4 cheeses

GREEK
• Onions
• Tomotoes
• Chicken
• Black Olives
• Feta Cheese

If you want to get away from it all,
Call Grant Wheeler at

(613) 752-2751
grantbnb@magma.ca

1029 MacNabb Road
Barryvale

Calabogie, ON K0J 1H0

The Small Town Store with the BIG City Discounts

Hours: Evenings 6 to 10PM
Saturday 9 to 5PM

Closed Sundays

JUST GIVE US A CALL OR DROP IN
(CASH AND CARRY ONLY)

“KEEP BEAUTIFUL CALABOGIE THE WAY
IT WAS MEANT TO BE”

PLEASE DON’T ALLOW CALABOGIE TO
BECOME A “TRACK TOWN”!!

HELP DAVID VS GOLIATH       
RESIDENTS VS WEALTHY DEVELOPER  

www.savecalabogie.com

W & R Stone Carvers
 Monuments

“Earthly Loss Is Heavenly Gain”

Cemetery Lettering, Plot Markers
The memory of your loved one,
forever remembered in stone

Custom Stone Engraving
613-333-1450 Toll Free: 866-397-7701
100 Clear Lake Road, Denbigh
Website: www.stonecarvers.ca
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INCOME TAX SERVICE
FOR CALABOGIE AND AREA

FAST AND ACCURATE INCOME TAX PREPERATION

FOR

PERSONAL / FARM / BUSINESS

TOTALLY COMPUTERIZED FOR ELECTRONIC FILING

KK CONSULTING SERVICES
KARL J. KELLY

110 WALLACE ROAD
CALABOGIE, ONT.

613-752-2507

Lumberman's Pass Inn & Restaurant
(613) 649-2000

Eat In or Eat Out

We prepare all our food from the freshest ingredients and make it
our goal to serve nothing but the best in home cooking.

Come in and meet the family

OPEN
SUNDAY 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.

MONDAY TO SATURDAY
7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.

ALL DAY BREAKFAST

A full menu of Appetizers & Snacks, Sandwiches & Burgers
—————

Slow cooked Roast Beef with freshly steamed Vegetables and
choice of Potatoes available every Friday night. We guarantee you

leave satisfied.

1633 Flat Road, Dacre, Ontario
27 Km west of Renfrew off Highway 132

Motel Open All Year Round

BUILD  YOUR OWN PIZZA OR
CHOOSE FROM OUR CLASSIC PIZZA’S

Small Medium Large
Pepperoni & Cheese $ 6.95 $ 9.95 $12.95
Combination #1 $ 8.95 $11.95 $14.95
(pepperoni, green peppers, mushroom)
Combination #2 $ 7.95 $10.95 $13.95
(pepperoni, green peppers)
Combination #3 $ 8.95 $11.95 $14.95
(pepperoni, mushrooms, bacon)
Meats Lovers $10.95 $13.95 $16.95
(pepperoni, bacon, ham, sausage, ground beef, roast beef)
Hawaiian $ 8.95 $11.95 $14.95
(ham, pineapple, bacon)
Vegetarian $10.95 $13.95 $16.95
(mushrooms, green peppers, olives, onions, tomatoes)
Garden Special $12.95 $15.95 $18.95
(mushrooms, green peppers, olives, onions, tomatoes,
broccoli, cauliflower, celery)

The Desert
Ragged bristles of tall dry grass, barb any walking way
Infinite blue set jagged, with mountainous shades of brown and grey
Windswept dust and crystal sand;
howl through canyons, where plateaus loom
Where once was the life of a riverbed;
ancient mud lies cracked and dead
Sun bake these bones, and drain these glands,
drink the blood from these scorched sands
For rambling lizards and cactus flowers;
can breeze through the scourge of your arid hours

D. Vasey

DID YOU KNOW...

AIf each household in Canada replaced one standard 60W light bulb
with a 20W compact florescent $73M in energy cost would be saved.
Even better, 400 tonnes of greenhouse would be prevented - equivalent
to taking 66,000 cars off the road for one year.
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Live
Entertainment

March 14th
St. Pat's with:

Wes Bomhower
&

Barry Martin

March 26/27th
Live with

Limit
$5.00/person

Phone for Tickets

  Karaoke Fridays

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○ ○


